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FOREWORD 


This  book  makes  no  claim  to  being  a  complete  his- 
tory of  the  town  of  Windsor.  It  is  not  even  an  attempt  to 
present  an  abridged  edition  of  such  a  history.  The  town 
is  already  peculiarly  fortunate  in  having  one  of  the  most 
complete  histories  ever  written  of  any  community  of  its 
size.  Dr.  Stiles'  "Ancient  Windsor"  in  two  immense  vol- 
umes is  an  exhaustive  masterpiece  of  inestimable  value  to 
every  student  of  the  life  and  customs  of  our  pioneer 
fathers  and  mothers.  This  great  work,  however,  has  been 
out  of  print  for  more  than  a  generation  and  existing  copies 
are  too  few  and  too  costly  to  make  them  readily  avail- 
able to  all  who  would  like  to  know  something  of  the 
activities  of  the  Ancient  Town  which  now  in  1933  is  cele- 
brating the  Tercentenary  Anniversary  of  its  settlement. 
This  anniversary  is  the  justification  for  the  pages  that 
follow. 

The  story  is  based  almost  entirely  on  original  records 
and  documents.  Many  of  these  are  now  published  for 
the  first  time.  Others  have  been  told  and  retold  by  suc- 
ceeding generations.  All  show  intimate  glimpses  of  one 
of  the  most  interesting  and  most  historic  communities  in 
all  New  England. 

We  have  chosen  to  let  the  documents  tell  their  own 
story  with  the  aid  of  only  such  explanations  and  comments 
as  seemed  necessary  or  helpful.  This  has  resulted  in- 
evitably in  a  style  suggestive  of  extracts  from  a  series  of 
diaries.  There  has  been  no  striving  for  literary  merit  at 
the  expense  of  fidelity  to  facts.  Windsor's  history  can 
claim  pre-eminence  without  literary  embellishment.  The 
first  English  settlement  in  Connecticut,  the  outstanding 
leader  in  creating  and  developing  the  institutions  and 
agencies  of  government,  the  home  of  governors,  jurists, 
statesmen,  theologians,  educators,  inventors,  and  success- 
ful merchants,  and  industrialists,  she  has  created  a  his- 
tory that  tells  itself.     These  pages  are  not  dedicated  to 
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fulsome  praise.  They  portray  every  day  human  life  and 
such  life  is  never  perfect.  Human  foibles  and  frailties 
show  among  the  stern,  the  rugged,  and  the  noblest  quali- 
ties and  aspirations. 

It  is  hoped  that  all  v^ill  combine  and  blend  to  pro- 
duce a  true  picture  of  the  Ancient  Town  and  its  contribu- 
tion to  progress  and  improvement. 

May  all  v^ho  read  these  stories  have  a  greater  ad- 
miration for  those  v^ho  struggled  in  the  past  and  become 
more  eager  to  maintain  and  defend  those  principles  of 
liberty,  justice,  law,  order  and  good  government  vv^hich 
have  made  the  name  of  our  town  and  our  state  honored 
in  the  past  and  which  must  be  maintained  for  the  sake 
of  the  honor  and  happiness  of  our  citizens  in  the  future. 

DANIEL  HOWARD. 
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NOTES 


At  the  time  Windsor  was  settled  (1633)  the  new  ye^r 
began  on  March  25.  This  will  explain  why  in  the  early 
records  an  occurrence  recorded  in  Deceniber  may  be  fol- 
lowed a  month  or  two  months  later  by  an  occurrence  re- 
ported in  January  or  February  of  the  same  year.  In  1752 
the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  ordered  that  the  day 
following  September  3  should  be  called  September  14  on 
the  calendar,  and  that  the  new  year  should  begin  on  Janu- 
ary 1.  Dates  between  1600  and  1700  had  ten  days  added 
on  the  calendar  to  make  them  conform  to  the  new 
calendar.  Dates  between  1700  and  1752  required  the 
addition  of  eleven  days.  Dates  occurring  between  Janu- 
ary 1  and  March  25  from  1600  to  1752  were  often  marked 
as  belonging  to  two  years,  as  January  15,  1638-9,  indicat- 
ing that  they  might  with  equal  propriety  be  regarded 
as  coming  at  the  end  of  the  old  year  or  the  beginning  of 
the  new  year. 

Early  documents  both  written  and  printed  differed 
in  both  spelling  and  the  type  of  letters  used  from  what 
is  common  today.  Several  of  these  documents  are  repro- 
duced with  all  their  peculiarities.  Two  letters  deserve 
special  mention.  The  so  called  long  s  was  made  to  re- 
semble an  f  but  lacked  a  part  of  the  cross  mark  being 
made  like  this  f.  We  have  reproduced  this  f  in  a  few  of 
the  older  documents  and  modernized  the  letter  in  later 
reproductions. 

Y  is  especially  puzzling  to  the  uninitiated.  This 
character  represented  y  as  in  by  and  th  as  in  ye.  In  the 
second  case  it  is  a  form  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  letter  thorn 
and  was  pronounced  as  th.  It  occurs  in  Colonial  docu- 
ments in  such  words  as  ye — the;  yt — that;  yr — their; 
yrto — thereto ;  oyr — other ;  f ayr — father.  In  signatures 
F  is  sometimes  represented  by  ff. 

Omitted  letters  were  common  as  o^'  for  our,  w^h  for 
with,  Capi^  for  Captain  and  many  others. 
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THE  ANCIENT  TOWN 


Before  attempting  to  describe  the  coming-  of  the  first 
English  settlers  to  the  Connecticut  Valley  it  seems  fitting 
to  invite  our  readers  to  picture  in  their  minds  the  Windsor 
of  those  early  days.  Before  the  coming  of  the  English 
the  territory  on  which  they  were  destined  to  plant  their 
first  settlement  was  known  to  the  Indians  as  Matianuck 
and  from  the  resident  tribes  it  was  purchased  as  the  site 
of  what  has  since  been  known  as  the  Ancient  Town. 

In  1630  a  survey  of  the  original  inhabitants  in  the 
territory  soon  to  be  known  as  Windsor  would  have  shown 
ten  or  more  distinct  Indian  tribes,  the  most  important 
being  the  Podunks,  whose  Chief  was  the  famed  Tonto- 
nimo  and  whose  settlement  was  along  the  East  bank  of  the 
Connecticut  River,  opposite  what  is  now  Wilson  Station. 
To  the  North  of  the  Podunks  were  the  Scantics.  On  the 
West  side  of  the  Connecticut  the  Poquonnocs  were  the 
most  important  tribe,  having  as  their  Sachems  ,Sheat, 
Coggerynosset,  and  Nassahegan.  Between  the  Farming- 
ton  River  and  the  present  Hartford  line  lived  the  Matia- 
nucks,  whose  leaders  were  Nattawanut  and  Arramamat. 
Farther  West  along  the  banks  of  the  Tunxis  River,  now 
the  Farmington,  lived  the  Tunxis  tribes.  Sequassen, 
whose  home  was  where  we  find  the  Hartford  of  today, 
was  Grand  Sachem  over  all  of  these. 

To  the  East  the  Pequots  held  the  territory,  and  they 
were  troublesome  neighbors.  They  outnumbered  the 
Connecticut  Valley  tribes,  and  frequently  made  forays 
against  them.  And  on  the  West  lived  the  Mohawks,  a 
tribe  even  more  warlike  and  threatening. 

It  was  because  of  this  constant  threat  of  trouble  that 
the  Indians  in  this  section  conceived  the  plan  of  attract- 
ing to  the  Connecticut  Valley  some  of  the  White  settlers 
from  Massachusetts  Bay.  In  1631  Sachems  Wahginnacut 
and  Nattawanut  journeyed  to  Boston  and  Plymouth,  de- 
scribing the  fertile  valley  in  which  they  lived  and  telling 
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of  their  difficulties  resulting  from  the  warlike  attitude  of 
the  Pequots  and  the  Mohawks.  They  told  Governor  Win- 
throp  and  Governor  Winslow  that  in  this  region  v/as  an 
ideal  location  for  White  settlers,  and  urged  that  a  colony 
be  sent  here. 

Governor  Winthrop  at  Boston  concluded  not  to  ac- 
cept the  invitation  which  the  Indian  Sachems  had  ex- 
tended, but  after  due  investigation  Governor  Winslow  de- 
cided to  send  from  Plymouth  Colony  in  1633  a  group 
led  by  William  Holmes,  who  sailed  along  the  Sound  and 
up  the  Connecticut  River,  landing  on  the  point  between 
the  Connecticut  and  the  Farmington  about  500  feet  South 
of  what  is  now  the  site  of  Loomis  School. 


k 
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These  White  settlers  found  that  what  the  Indian 
Sachems  had  said  was  true.  The  territory  seemed  admir- 
ably adapted  for  a  colony,  and  the  Indians  proved  ever 
friendly.  Ample  lands  for  the  comfort  and  necessities  of 
the  newcomers  were  made  available,  and  the  Whites  pre- 
pared to  remain.  First  they  bought  from  the  Indians  what 
is  now  the  Plymouth  Meadow.  Soon  afterward  they 
bought  the  section  now  known  as  Palisado  Green  and  ex- 
tending as  far  north  as  the  present  Hayden  Station. 

These  early  settlers  from  Plymouth  found  their  new 
neighbors,  the  Indian  tribes  of  Matianuck,  friendly  and 
hospitable  but  some  of  their  dealings  with  their  more 
civilized  white  neighbors  are  less  pleasant  to  record.  To 
begin  with  the  Dutch  neighbors  on  the  West  at  Manhat- 
tan and  the  lower  Hudson  River  did  not  relish  the  idea  of 
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their  coming  to  share  the  trade  with  the  Indians.  Adrian 
Block,  an  explorer  from  Holland,  had  sailed  up  the  Con- 
necticut River  in  the  year  1614.  His  countrymen  natur- 
ally hoped  to  derive  great  advantage  from  the  fur  trade 
of  this  region  and  they  sent  expeditions  from  Manhattan 
to  make  further  explorations  before  1630.  To  prevent  a 
settlement  by  the  English  the  Dutch  in  the  Summer  of 
1633  rushed  a  detachment  of  soldiers  to  the  present  site 
of  Hartford  and  there  built  a  fort  on  the  spot  now  known 
as  Dutch  Point.  When  William  Holmes  and  his  party 
from  Plymouth  arrived  there  on  the  26th  of  the  following 
September  the  Dutch  Commander  forbade  them  to  go 
farther  and  called  out,  ''Strike  your  colors  or  we  will  fire 
upon  you."  Holmes  replied,  ''I  have  the  permission  of 
the  Governor  of  Plymouth  to  go  up  the  River  and  I  shall 
go."  He  sailed  past  the  fort  and  the  Dutch  did  not  fire 
upon  him. 

He  carried  on  board  his  vessel  the  timber  and 
material  for  a  house  which  was  erected  and  fortified  with 
a  palisade  as  soon  as  possible  after  his  arrival  at  Matia- 
nuck.  Wouter  Van  Twiller,  the  Dutch  Governor  at  New 
Amsterdam,  soon  sent  seventy  soldiers  to  drive  Holmes 
and  his  party  from  the  Connecticut  Valley,  but  when  the 
Dutch  found  that  the  English  were  prepared  to  fight  in 
defense  of  their  settlement  they  returned  to  New  Amster- 
dam and  molested  them  no  more. 

In  the  Summer  of  1635  before  Holmes  and  his  little 
party  could  establish  any  settlements  on  their  second 
purchase  North  of  the  Farmington  River,  two  bands  of 
Englishmen  were  added  to  their  neighbors.  On  July  6 
of  that  year  Jonathan  Brewster  sent  a  letter  from 
Matianuck  to  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  in  which  he  said 
that  Massachusetts  men  were  coming  to  Matianuck  almost 
daily.  They  had  not  decided  where  they  would  settle 
but  some  of  them  wanted  to  settle  on  the  land  purchased 
by  the  Plymouth  people  North  of  the  Farmington  River, 
later  known  as  the  Great  Meadow,  but  described  in  Brew- 
ster's letter  as  that  ''which  was  last  bought."     Brewster 
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continues,  ''I  shall  do  what  I  can  to  withstand  them.  I 
hope  they  will  listen  to  reason.  ...  we  were  here  first 
....  and  bought  the  land."  He  closed  his  letter  with 
the  statement  that  the  trouble  and  expense  already  in- 
curred *'may  give  us  just  cause  to  hold  and  keep  that  we 
are  settled  upon."  They  did  keep  what  they  were  settled 
upon,  their  first  purchase,  their  fortified  house  and 
Plymouth  Meadow,  but  they  had  to  compromise  with 
regard  to  the  unsettled  land  North  of  the  Farmington. 
This  the  Dorchester  people  determined  to  hold,  at  least 
temporarily  until  they  could  decide  whether  or  not  it  was 
the  best  place  they  could  find,  and  while  they  were  ex- 
ploring the  West  bank  of  the  Connecticut  River  some 
miles  farther  North  another  band  of  settlers  arrived. 

These  pioneers  came  from  England  and  claimed  the 
right  to  settle  in  the  Connecticut  Vally  by  virtue  of  a 
patent  or  deed  from  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  President  of 
the  counsel  for  New  England.  The  land  embraced  in 
their  deed  included  a  strip  120  miles  wide  from  the  coast 
to  the  North  and  reaching  from  Rhode  Island  on  the  East 
to  the  Pacific  Ocean  on  the  West. 

These  new  comers  from  England  were  known  as  the 
Lords  and  Gentlemen  and  about  twenty  of  them  under  the 
leadership  of  Francis  Stiles  formed  the  party  that  sailed 
up  the  River  to  Matianuck  in  the  Summer  of  1635  and 
informed  both  the  Plymouth  settlers  and  the  men  from 
Dorchester  that  they  were  trespassers.  The  controversy 
that  followed  was  settled  by  dividing  the  land  North  of 
the  Farmington.  The  Dorchester  people  took  the  South 
part  near  the  River  and  the  Stiles  party  settled  farther 
North  in  the  vicinity  of  the  present  Ellsworth  Home,  the 
headquarters  of  the  Connecticut  Daughters  of  the  Amer- 
ican Revolution.  The  next  year  the  Reverend  John 
Warham  and  most  of  his  congregation  came  from  Dor- 
chester to  join  their  friends  at  Matianuck.  The  Dochester 
people  now  outnumbered  all  the  others  and  they  changed 
the  name  of  their  new  home  from  Matianuck  to 
Dorchester. 
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1636 

During  the  Spring  of  1636  the  Dorchester  people 
made  their  first  purchase  of  land  from  the  Indians.  The 
record  of  this  purchase  is  found  on  Page  196,  Vol.  I,  of  the 
Vv^indsor  Land  Records  and  in  its  original  spelling  and 
punctuation  reads  as  follows: 

Know  all  men  by  thefe  prefents  that  we  whofe  names 
are  under  written,  viz :  Caf  oeum.  Sachem  of  the  mohe- 
goneake,  Towbonemon,  Sachem  of  the  aforesd  Mohegans, 
Pozen  of  Mohegon,  nepeafefeubeke  Son  of  Towbonemen, 
Nagonce,  Scattaaps,  Pockettercote  Children  of  Safsowen, 
Wonochocke  a  mohegoneake,  arramament  of  matianocke* 
Toquech  of  Matiaecke,  Sewen,  arramaments  father,  and 
his  wife.  Sheat  of  Paquanack,  Cogrenofset  of  Paquanack, 
which  are  all  ye  Indians  that  Layeth  Claim  to  that  ground 
called  Nowafhe  bounded  with  the  River  Skeantocke,  over 
against  the  new  Dwelling  houf e  of  Mr.  Styles  Sictuate  on 
the  Eaft  Side  of  the  River  called  quenticutt,  bounded  on 
the  South  with  the  brook  or  Rivulett  called  Potuecke  over 
against  the  now  Dwelling  houfe  of  arramament,  or  ther- 
about,  neer  the  uper  end  of  new  town,  meadow,  we  before 
named  do  acknowledge  that  we  have  sold  unto  Dorchef- 
ter  Plantation,  who  are  now  Refident  at  Quenticutt,  all  our 
right  and  Intreft  in  the  aforefd  Ground,  for  and  in  confi- 
deration  of  Twenty  Cloath  coats  and  Fifteen  farthem  of 
Sewan  of  which,  their  being  paid  in  hand.  Eight  coats, 
and  Six  farthem  of  Sewen,  the  other  twelve  Coats,  and 
nine  farthem  of  Sewen,  to  be  paid  at  the  Coming  up  of 
our  next  pinnace,  we  alfo  the  aforesd  Indians  do  a  vouch 
that  we  have  not  formerly  sold  the  said  Ground  to  any, 
other,  and  we  do  alfo  promife  and  bind  ourselves  by  thefe 
prefents,  to  make  good  and  maintain,  this  our  sale,  againft 
any  that  shall  make,  Challenge,  or  Lay  Claim,  Either  to 
the  whole,  or  any  part  thereof  viz  the  Ground  between 
the  two  brooks  or  Rivuletts,  before  mentioned,  in  bredth, 
and  so  eaftward  into  the  Country,  one  dales  walk, 
Neither  will  we  our  Selves  Disturb  or  moleft  the  said 
Inglifh  inhabitants  or  their  successors  forever,  by  Sitting 
down,  planting  or  giving  away  to  any  other  whatfoever, 
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that  shall  any  way  moleft  the  said  Englifh  Inhabitants, 

before  named,  In  witnefs  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set 

our  hands,   and  seal.3 — the   fifteenth   day   of  this   Inftant 

Second  month  Commonly  called  aprill   Anno  Dom.   1636 

being  the  Eleventh  year  of  the  Reign  of   King   Charles. 

hereunto  anexed  the  names  of  Eleven  Indians  which  af- 

signed  hereunto. 

Safsowe-n  Pockettercote  Witnefses 

Towbonnemen         Sheabe  Jonathan   Brufter 

Pozen  Tuckqueafe  Edward   Pettifon 

wonochocke  Cockeronofset  William   Brufter 

arramament 

Cuewince 

Nagonce 

In  the  foregoing  deed  the  River  Skeantocoke  is  the 
Scantic;  the  Quenticutt  is  the  Connecticut;  and  the  rivu- 
let Potuecke  is  the  Podunk  River.  Newtown  then  is  Hart- 
ford now. 

In  the  meantim^e  settlers  from  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
Colony  had  established  themselves  to  the  south  of  the 
Dorchester  settlement.  Watertown  was  settled  in  1634 
and  Newtown  in  1635.  By  1636  the  three  river  towns 
were  prepared  to  co-operate  in  civil  affairs  for  the  common 
good.  So  many  new  settlers  came  to  the  three  new  towns 
in  this  year  that  it  was  often  spoken  of  by  the  early  his- 
torians as  the  year  of  the  ''Great  Migration."  The  first 
General  Court  was  held  at  Newtown  on  April  26  (old 
style),  1636.  Ten  months  later  under  date  of  February 
21,  1636,  which  corresponds  to  March  2,  1637,  on  our 
present  calendar,  representatives  of  the  three  river  towns 
met  at  Newtown  and  voted  that  its  name  should  be 
changed  to  Hartford,  that  Watertown  should  be  called 
Wethersfield,  and  that  Dorchester  should  become 
Windsor. 

Thus  the  settlement  and  establishment  of  the  ancient 
town,  begun  in  1633,  was  completed  and  all  subsequent 
growth  and  new  settlements  within  the  domain  of  ancient 
Windsor  must  be  described  as  children  of  the  parent 
groups. 
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The  largest  tract  of  land  purchased  by  the  Plymouth 
people  before  the  arrival  of  the  settlers  from  Dorchester 
was  on  the  west  side  of  the  Connecticut  River  and  ex- 
tended f om  the  Hartford  line  North  to  the  present  Hayden 
Station  school  house.  It  extended  west  seven  miles  into 
the  wilderness.  Fifteen  sixteenths  of  this  land  was  sold  to 
the  Windsor  settlers  by  the  settlers  from  Plymouth  on 
May  15,  1637.  The  record  of  this  transaction  is  to  be 
found  in  Vol.  I.,  Page  227,  Windsor  Land  Records,  and 
reads,    (in  its  original  spelling  and  punctuation)  : 

An  agreement  made  Between  Mr.  Thomas  Prince, 
for,  and  on  behalf  of  New  Plimouth  in  America,  and  the 
inhabitnts  of  Windf or,  on  the  River  of  Connecticutt  in  the 
said  america  the  15th  day  of  May,  1637 — 

:    on    Consideration    of    37£-10s-0    to    be    paid 

about  three  months  hence,  the  said  Mr.  Prince  doth  sell 
unto  the  inhabitance'  of  Windsor,  all  that  Land  meadow 
and  upland,  from  a  marked  tree  a  quarter  of  a  mile  above 
Mr.  Styles :  North  to  the  great  swam.p  next  the  bounds  of 
Hartford  South  for  bredth,  and  in  Length  into  the  Coun- 
try toward  Paquanack  So  far  as  Lequafson  and  Natta- 
wanet  Who  Sachems  hath  or  had  (as  proprieties)  all  of 
which  hath  been  purchased  of  the  Sd  Lequafson  and  Nat- 
tawanet,  for  a  valluable  Consideration  the  perticulers 
whereof  do  appear,  in  a  note  now  produced  by  the  said 
Mr.  Prince,  always  Excepted  and  Reserved,  to  the  house 
of  the  said  New-Plimouth,  43  acres  of  meadow  and  3 
quarters  and  in  upland  on  the  other  Side  of  the-  Swamp, 
neer  their  meadow,  40  acres,  viz,  40  rod  in  bredth  and  in 
Length  160  rods  into  the  Country,  for  the'  prefent.  and 
after  wards  as  other  Lotts  are  Laid  out,  they  are  to  have 
their  proportion  within  their  bounds  aforefd  ther  is  Like 
wise  Excepted :  70  rods  in  bredth  towards  the  bounds  of 
the  Sd.  Hartford  in  an  Indifferant  place  to  be  agreed 
upon,  and  to  go  in  Length  to  the  End  of  the  bounds, 
aforefd.  In  witness  whereof  the  parties  abovefd  have  Set 
their  hands  and  seals,  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

This  Bargain  as  it  is  above  Expreft,  and  was  written 
and  afsigned  I  can  Certainly  Teftifie  dos  not  menfion  or 
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Speek  to  Every  perticuier,  of  the  bargain  as  it  was  Issued 
with  Mr.  Prince,  before  it  was  put  in  writing. 

Following  this  record  is  the  accompanying  note: 
Writing: — this  should  have  been  the  frame  of  it  Dorches- 
ter men  that  came  from  the  Mafsachufet  bay  up  here  to 
Connecticutt  to  settle  in  the  place  nov/  called  Windsor, 
Plimouth  men  Challenged  propriety  here,  by  a  purchas  of 
the  Land  from  the  Indians,  whereupon  in  the  Latter  end 
of  the  35  year  Some  of  our  Principle  men  meeting  with 
some  of  Plimouth  men  in  Dorchester,  Laboured  to  Drive 
a  Bargain  with  them  to  buy  out  them,  which  they  chal- 
lenged by  purchas,  and  Came  to  Termes,  and  then  May 
37  as  is  above  Expreft,  then  our  Company  being  Gener- 
ally together  (that  Intended  to  settle  here)  Mr.  Prince 
being  come  here,  in  the  behalf  of  Plimouth  men,  that 
were  partners  in  their  purchas.  Issued  the  bargain  with 
us,  we  were  to  pay  them  37£-10  S.  for  their  whole  pur- 
chas, which  mr.  Prince,  prefented  to  us  in  writing,  only 
they  reserved  the  16th  part  of  for  themselves  and  their 
16th  part  in  meadow.  Land  came  by  meafuring  of  ye 
meadows  to  43  acres  3  quarters,  which  was  bounded  out 
to  Mr.  Prince  he  being  prefent,  by,  my  self  appointed  by 
our  Company  in  Plimouth  meadow  so  called  by  that  ac- 
count, their  16th  part  in  upland  they  took  up  neer  the 
bounds  of  Hartford,  70  rod  in  bredth  by  ye  River  and  so 
to  Continue  to  the  End  of  the  bounds,  they  were  also  to 
have  one  acre  to  build  on,  upon  the  Hill,  againft  their 
meadow: — Alfo  Mr.  Prince  Said  he  had  purchafsed  the 
Land  on  the  Eaft  Side  of  the  River  that  Lyes  between 
Scantick  and  Nemarick,  and,  that  we  should  have  in  Lew 
of  40  rod  in  bredth  of  upland,  behind  the  Swamp  againsft 
their  meadow,  and  to  run  in  Length:  160  rod,  from  the 
Swamp,  to  be  forty  acres,  and  after  ward  to  have  their 
proportion  within  their  bounds,  according  to  a  forty  acre 
man,  in  the  Commons!     this  I  witness, 

MATHEW  GRANT. 
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Windsor  also  acquired  by  this  purchase  the  land  on 
the  east  side  of  the  Great  River  between  the  Scantic  River 
and  Namerick  Brook  which  the  Plymouth  settlers  had 
purchased  but  had  not  occupied.  Within  a  few  years  all 
of  the  original  purchase  was  owned  by  the  newcomers  and 
years  later  they  repurchased  it  from  the  Indians  as  a  mat- 
ter of  satisfaction  to  the  natives,  who  seemed  to  think  that 
as  their  ancestors  had  once  received  a  parcel  of  cloth, 
some  coats,  or  wampum  from  the  white  man,  they,  the 
descendants  of  the  honored  Sachems,  should  receive  simi- 
lar treatment.  The  deed  dated  1636  explains  the  first  pur- 
chase by  the  Dorchester  group  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Connecticut  River.  William  Phelps  was  the  first  of  the 
Dorchester  group  to  purchase  land  of  the  Indians  on  the 
ivest  side  of  the  river.  His  purchase  was  made  not  much 
later  than  the  first  purchase  on  the  east  side  and  included 
land  along  the  Farmington  River  as  far  west  as  Poquon- 
ock.  A  generation  later  the  inhabitants  of  Windsor  re- 
bought  it  to  satisfy  the  claims  of  the  Indians.  The  next 
addition  extended  north  from  Hayden  Station  to  Stony 
Erook  in  Suflfleld  and  from  the  Connecticut  River  west  to 
the  west  side  of  Simsbury  mountains.  This  was  purchased 
''about  the  time  of  the  Pequot  War"  from  the  Sachem 
Tehano  and  the  purchase  was  confirmed  forty  years  later 
by  a  deed  from  Quashabuck,  his  daughter,  and  Aushqua, 
her  son.  In  1642  John  Mason  of  Windsor  bought  of  Nas- 
sahegan  all  his  land  between  Poquonock  and  Simsbury. 
Ten  acres  constituting  "a  certain  neck  of  land  lying  at 
Poquonock"  was  still  in  the  possession  of  the  Indians  in 
1659  when  it  was  purchased  by  George  Griswold  who 
soon  afterward  purchased  two  acres  more  at  Indian  Neck 
and  a  tract  of  marsh  land  near  Simsbury.  Samuel 
Marshall  and  Jonathan  Gillet  purchased  small  tracts  near 
the  Farmington  River.  In  1666  James  Eno  and  John 
Moses  purchased  from  Nassahegan  land  on  both  sides  of 
the  Farmington  River  from  Windsor  to  Simsbury.  This 
purchase  covered  about  twenty-eight  thousand  acres. 
King's  Island,  near  the  Enfield  Falls,  which  is  known  to 
Iiave  been  ownd  by  the  Rev.  Ephraim  Huit  as  early  as 
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1644,  was  repurchased  of  the  Indians  by  John  Lewis, 
June  26,  1678.  This  completed  the  Indian  purchases  on 
the  west  side  of  the  Connecticut  River. 

Cog-gerynosset,  a  Poquonock  Sachem,  placed  on 
record  a  statement  that  Nassacowen  had  sold  all  the  land 
east  of  the  Great  River  between  the  Scantic  River  and 
Namerick  Brook  to  the  English  for  a  nominal  price  be- 
cause of  his  pleasure  in  having  them  for  neighbors  and  in 
1687,  Toto,  Grandson  of  Nassacowen,  confirmed  the  sale 
to  agents  of  the  town  of  Windsor.  In  1660  John  Bissell, 
Jr.,  bought  of  Watshemino  all  his  ''planting  land  from 
Namerick  Brook,  upward  by  the  Great  River"  for  fifty 
fathom  of  wampum.  In  1671  Thomas  and  Nathaniel 
Bissell  acting  as  agents  for  Windsor  bought  from  the 
Chief  of  the  Namerick  Indians  a  tract  covering  most  of 
the  present  town  of  Enfield,  the  larger  part  of  East 
Windsor,  and  all  of  Ellington.  In  March,  1693,  Towtops 
sold  to  Nathaniel  Bissell  one  hundred  acres  covering  all  of 
the  south  part  of  the  present  village  of  Warehouse  Point. 
This  was  the  last  purchase  on  the  east  side  of  the  river 
and  ended  the  program  of  expansion. 

The  original  Town  of  Windsor  comprised  what 
are  now  the  towns  of  Windsor,  Windsor  Locks,  Granby, 
East  Granby,  Simsbury,  the  Southerly  part  of  SufReld  and 
part  of  Bloomfield,  on  the  West  side  of  the  Connecticut 
River;  and  East  Windsor,  South  Windsor,  Ellington,  the 
Northerly  part  of  Vernon  and  a  considerable  part  of  En- 
field, on  the  East  side  of  the  Connecticut.  Originally,  the 
Town  of  Windsor  comprised  150,000  to  175,000  acres, — 
more  than  250  square  miles. 

1636 
Henry  Wolcott  was  appointed  the-  first  constable  of 
Windsor  by  the  General  Court  and  had  to  take  the  fol- 
lowing oath:  I  do  swear  by  the  great  and  dreadful  name 
of  the  everlasting  God  that  for  the  year  ensuing  and  untill 
a  new  be  chosen  I  will  faithfully  execute  the  office  and 
place  of  a  constable  for  and  within  the  said  plantation  of 
Windsor  and  the  limits  thereof  and  that  I  will  endeavor 
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to  foreserve  the  public  peace  of  said  place,  and  com- 
monwealth, and  will  do  my  best  endeavors  to  see  all 
Watches  and  wards  executed,  and  to  obey  and  execute 
all  lawfull  commands  or  warre'nts  that  come  from  any 
Magistrate  or  Court  so  help  me  God  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. 

1637 

The  General  Court  enacted  that  no  young  man  that 
is  not  married,  nor  hath  any  servant,  and  be  no  publec 
officer,  shall  keep  house  by  himself  without  consent  of 
the  Town  under  pain  of  20  shillings  per  wee'k. 

That  vicious  and  abandoned  persons,  idlers,  vaga- 
bonds and  paupers  are  excluded  and  not  even  permitted 
to  tarry  in  the  Town. 

1637 
THE  PEQUOT  WAR 

On  the  first  day  of  May  the  General  Court  of  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut  declared  war  on  the  Pequot  Indians. 
An  army  of  ninety  men  was  called  for.  Windsor  was  to 
raise  thirty,  Hartford,  forty-two,  and  Wethersfield  eigh- 
teen. Captain  John  Mason  of  Windsor  was  placed  in 
command. 

In  ten  days  this  little  army  was  ready  for  war.  It 
met  at  Hartford.  Seventy  Mohegan  Indians  under  the 
command  of  their  chief  Uncas  joined  Captain  Mason  and 
offered  to  help  fight  their  enemies,  the  Pequots.  In  their 
vessels  these  one  hundred  and  sixty  men  sailed  down  the 
river.  At  Saybrook  Captain  John  Underbill  and  ninteen 
men  joined  the  army,  whereupon  Captain  Mason  sent 
back  twenty  of  his  own  men  to  help  protect  the  settlers  at 
home.  They  were  now  ready  to  sail  for  the  Pequots'  forts 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Thames  River.  When  they  reached 
Point  Judith  they  landed  and  found  Miantonomo,  Chief 
of  the  Narragansetts.  They  told  him  why  they  had  come 
and  asked  permission  to  march  through  his  country  to 
punish  the  Pequots,  who  were  enemies  of  both  the  Narra- 
gansetts and  the  English. 
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Although  this  news  pleased  Miantonomo,  he  realized 
at  once  that  the  numbers  of  the  English  were  too  few  to 
punish  so  many  Pequots  for  they  were  ''very  great  captains 
and  men  skilled  in  war." 

Captain  Mason  and  his  men,  however,  were  not  the 
kind  to  become  frightened  or  to  turn  back.  They  deter- 
mined to  start  for  the  Pequot  fort  the  very  next  day.  Dur- 
ing the  night  an  Indian  messenger  came  to  tell  them  that 
some  Massachusetts  men  were  at  Providence  on  their  way 
to  help  them.  He  advised  the  Connecticut  men  to  wait 
for  them  to  reach  Point  Judith  but  Captain  Mason  was 
ready  to  go  and  would  not  change  his  plans.  Two  hun- 
dred Narragansetts  went  with  him  and  'together  they 
marched  twenty  miles  that  day.  They  camped  for  the 
night  near  a  fort  belonging  to  the  Niantic  Indians.  Fear- 
ing that  these  Indians  might  be  friendly  to  the  Pequots, 
Captain  Mason  set  a  guard  to  watch  the  fort  so  that  none 
of  the  Niantics  could  come  out  during  the  night  to  attack 
them  or  give  warning  to  the  Pequots. 

The  next  morning  more  than  two  hundred  of  the 
Niantics  came  to  tell  Captain  Mason  that  they  were 
enemies  of  the  Pequots  and  wished  to  join  his  army.  The 
following  evening,  in  company  with  five  hundred  Indians, 
the  English  settlers  reached  Mystic.  Some  of  the  Pequots 
were  in  a  small  fort  two  miles  away.  The  others  remained 
in  a  larger  fort,  the  home  of  their  chief,  Saslsacus,  at 
Groton.  That  night  the  English  slept  on  the  ground  under 
the  open  sky  in  order  to  be  ready  for  battle  in  the  morn- 
ing. The  sky  was  clear  and  the  moon  shone  brightly  on 
the  tired  soldiers,  who  were  glad  to  rest  though  they  had 
only  rocks  for  pillows.  In  their  fort  the  Indians  were 
wildly  dancing  and  singing  until  midnight  to  celebrate  the 
supposed  flight  of  the  white  men  whom  they  had  seen  sail 
past  their  territory  without  daring  to  land. 

Two  hours  before  sunrise  Captain  Mason  and  his 
army  were  awake  preparing  for  the  battle.  They  fol- 
lowed their  guide,  Wequash,  through  the  darkness  toward 
the  Mystic  fort.     They  came  to  the  foot  of  a  hill  and  the 
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guide  said  the  fort  was  at  the  top.  Uncas  and  Wequash 
were  at  the  leader's  side. 

"Where  are  the  rest  of  the  Indians?"  asked  Captain 
Mason.     "Behind  and  very  much  afraid/'  was  the  answer. 

"Tell  them,"  said  the  Captain,  "not  to  fly,  but  to  stand 
as  far  off  as  they  please  and  see  whether  Englishmen  will 
fight." 

Captain  Underhill  and  his  men  crept  around  the  fort 
in  order  to  enter  the  west  gate.  Captain  Mason  ap- 
proached the  north  gate.    It  was  only  a  rod  away. 

Could  he  get  there  without  being  discovered? 

No,  an  Indian  dog  barked  and  instantly  an  Indian 
voice  cried,  "Owanux!     Owanux!" 

This  meant  "Englishmen!     Englishmen!" 

Not  a  moment  to  lose ! 

The  Captain  called  to  his  men  to  fire.  He  leaped 
over  a  heap  of  brush  in  front  of  the  gate  and  entered  the 
fort.  Lieutenant  Seeley  and  sixteen  men  swept  aside  the 
brush  barricade  and  followed.  A  crowd  of  terrified  In- 
dians were  driven  toward  the  west  gate.  Here  Captain 
Underhill  and  his  men  met  them  and  the  fight  began. 
Captain  Mason  turned  back  to  help  his  men  who  were 
guarding  the  other  gate.  His  hope  was  to  destroy  the 
Indians  and  save  the  fort  and  property.  Like  hornets 
from  their  nests  the  Indians  rushed  from  their  wigwams 
and  swarmed  around  the  English.  They  were  too  many 
for  the  white  men. 

"We  must  burn  them-"   was   Captain   Mason's   cry. 

He  seized  a  firebrand  and  applied  it  to  the  covering 
of  a  wigwam.  The  blaze  swept  through  the  whole  fort. 
The  English  fell  back  and  joined  their  friends  who  were 
guarding  the  fort  on  the  outside. 

How  the  Indians  inside  howled  and  writhed  in  the 
flames ! 

How  the  Narragansetts  and  Mohegans  on  the  outside 
shouted  and  exulted  over  the  destruction  of  their  enemies! 

Not  twenty  Pequots  escaped  from  the  fort.  Captain 
Mason  said  that  the  number  of  Indiar;is  who  perished  was 


20  ANCIENT   WINDSOR 

between  six  and  seven  hundred.  How  sad  it  is  to  think 
that  such  a  war  was  necessary  before  the  first  white  set- 
tlers could  safely  live  in  what  is  now  the  peaceful  state 
of  Connecticut! 

The  names  of  only  fourteen  of  Windsor's  quota  of 
thirty  men  are  positively  known.     They  are : 
Capt.  John  Mason  Nathan  Gillet 

Sergt.  Benedict  Alvord  Thomas  Gridley 

Thomas  Barber  Thomas  Stiles 

Thomas  Buckland  Sergt.  Thomas  Staires 

George  Chappel  Thomas  Parsons 

John  Dyer  William  Thrall 

James  Eggleston  Richard  Osborn 

For  his  service  in  this  short  war  lasting  a  little  more 
than  three  weeks,  Captain  Mason  received  40  shillings 
per  week.  The  man  in  the  ranks  received  9  shillings  per 
week.  Each  soldier  later  received  a  generous  grant  of 
land.  For  a  short  time  after  the  fighting  ceased  an  army 
of  occupation  was  maintained  in  the  conquered  territory. 
Windsor's  quota  in  this  army  was  15  men.  Her  quota  of 
supplies  was  20  bushels  of  corn;  5  pounds  of  butter;  1/2  C 
of  cheese;  1  gallon  of  strong  water;  3  bushels  of  Malt. 

1638 
The  great  flood  began  on  the  5  day  of  March  1638 
on  the  11th  of  March  it  bagan  to  fall — but  by  reason  of 
more  rayne  on  the  12  day  it  rose  very  hoy  on  the  15-16 
day  it  had  fallen  near  2  foot — but  on  the  16  day  was 
much  raine  and  great  wind  out  of  the  South  East  which 
made  it  an  exceeding  great  storm.  It  endangered  howses 
and  brake  down  many  trees,  so  that  by  the  cause  of  which 
raine  all  the  17  &  18  day  the  water  rose  very  hoy  more 
than  ever  had  bin  known  by  the  Indians.  It  drowned 
many  howses  very  deep  and  endangered  Catell  outer  the 
river  for  all  the  ground  there  was  drowned  to  one  little 
ridge  where  Samuel  Grant  now  lives — it  carried  away 
much  timber  &  haye — it  beat  up  polls  out  of  the  ground 
and  posts  and  rayles  and  carried  them  away  and  hoU 
trees  and  all — on  the  18  at  night  there  was  great  feare  of 
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another  storme'  of  wind  and  rayne — it  began  but  it 
pleased  the  Lord  it  seased  quickly  and  by  the  morning  one 
might  perseave  the-  water  was  began  to  fall  and  so  it  con- 
tinued on  the  22  day  at  night  it  was  well  fallen  and  yet 
it  was  so  hoye  as  the  hoyest  flood  we*  had  known  before. 

1639 

THE  FIRST  WRITTEN  CONSTITUTION 

January  14,  1639,  was  the  birthday  of  the  first  Amer- 
ican constitution.  We  can  realize  what  a  significant 
event  this  was  only  when  we  remember  that  before  this 
date  no  state,  no  kingdom,  no  government  of  any  kind  any- 
where had  ever  been  formed  or  carried  on  according  to  a 
written  constitution  drawn  up  by  the  people  themselves. 
How  did  it  happen  that  the  people  who  came  from  the 
old  world  to  the  new  and  settled  in  Connecticut  adopted 
a  new  plan  for  forming  their  government?  For  one  year 
the  three  settlements  of  Windsor,  Hartford  and  Wethers- 
field  were  governed  by  a  committee  of  men  called  com- 
missioners. These  commissioners  were  appointed  by  the 
Massachusetts  government  at  the  time  the  ''Great  Migra- 
tion" came  to  the  Connecticut  Valley.  Massachusetts  at 
that  time  claimed  Connecticut  and  wished  to  add  the  new 
settlement  to  those  that  had  already  been  made  near 
Boston.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Connecticut  people 
paid  no  more  attention  to  the  Commissioners  but  began  to 
govern  themselves  as  three  separate  towns.  They 
selected  some  of  the  wisest  men  from  each  town  to  hold 
meetings  and  settle  questions  of  importance.  When  these 
men  met  they  were  called  the  General  Court. 

The  next  year  Thomas  Hooker,  Pastor  of  the  Church 
at  Hartford,  preached  a  sermon  that  made  his  name  re- 
nowned both  in  America  and  in  Europe.  It  was  May, 
1638,  and  the  General  Court  was  in  session  at  Hartford. 
The  subject  of  Mr.  Hooker's  address  was,  ''The  Funda- 
mental Principles  of  Civil  Government."     He  said: 

That  the  people  have  the  divine  right  to  appoint  their 
own  public  officers. 
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That  the  people  ought  to  exercise  this  right  thought- 
fully and  in  the  fear  of  God. 

That  the  people  who  appoint  the  officers  also  have 
the  right  to  say  what  shall  be  the  powers  and 
duties  of  the  officers  that  they  choose. 

Thomas  Hooker  gave  two  good  reasons  for  the  state- 
ments he  had  made: 

The  true  authority  for  a  government  is  the  free  con- 
sent of  the  people. 

When  the  people  choose  their  own  rulers  they  will  be 
more  likely  to  love  the  persons  chosen  and  more 
ready  to  obey  them. 

Where  could  the  Connecticut  people  find  a  lawyer 
qualified  to  frame  these  great  principles  into  laws? 

They  had  him  in  their  very  midst.  He  was  the 
president  of  their  own  General  Court  and  practically  their 
first  governor,  though  without  that  title.  He  had  been 
educated  at  Oxford  University  in  England  and  like 
Thomas  Hooker  had  been  driven  to  America  because  of 
his  love  of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  He  was  the  leading 
man  in  the  Windsor  settlement  and  had  been  chief  legal 
advisor  of  the  Connecticut  settlers  ever  since  they  came 
into  the  Connecticut  Valley.  His  name  was  Roger 
Ludlow. 

Hooker  and  Ludlow  had  other  learned  and  able  men 
to  give  them  advice  and  assistance.  Among  them  were 
John  Haynes,  Governor  of  Massachusetts  before  coming 
to  Hartford;  the  Reverend  Samuel  Stone,  a  graduate  of 
Cambridge  University,  who  came  with  Hooker  to  Hart- 
ford; and  Henry  Wolcott,  one  of  the  most  cultured  and 
influential  of  the  Windsor  settlers. 

These  men  took  seven  months  to  draw  up  their  plan 
for  a  government.  When  they  were  ready  to  make  their 
report,  the  freemen  of  the  three  Connecticut  towns  met  at 
Hartford  to  listen  to  the  reading  of  the  new  constitution 
which  they  agreed  to  adopt  as  the  plan  for  their  govern- 
ment. It  bound  the  towns  together  into  one  independent 
state  and  contained  eleven  general  rules  called   Orders 
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for  making  all  needed  laws  for  the  future.     These  rules 
were  called  the  Fundamental  Orders  of  Connecticut. 

This  first  constitution  became  the  model  for  all  con- 
stitutions that  have  since  been  adopted  in  America. 
Many  changes  and  additions  have  been  made  to  it  in  Con- 
necticut while  other  states  have  changed  it  to  suit  them- 
selves, but  everywhere  in  the  United  States  and  in  other 
republics  the  teachings  of  Thomas  Hooker  and  Roger 
Ludlow  have  shown  men  how  to  form  good  governments. 

1639 

The  office  of  town  recorder  or  clerk  was  first  estab- 
lished by  the  Court.  Dr.  Bray  Rosseter  was  the  first  occu- 
pant of  this  office. 

In  Feb.  1639  they  commenced  building  the  first 
meeting  house.  Mr.  Hull  moved  the  court  in  behalf  of 
Thomas  Ford  of  Windsor,  that  in  re'gard  the  workman 
are  much  to  taken  up  and  employed  in  making  a  bridge 
and  a  meeting  house  with  them,  and  his  work  hindered 
of  impaling  in  the  ground  which  was  granted  him  by  the 
court  for  a  hog  park  that  there  may  be  granted  him  a 
year  longer  time  for  the  fencing  it  in.  The  meeting  house 
was  located  within  the  palizado  opposite  Pierson  Lane. 

The  cut  which  follows  is  supposed  to  show  the  ap- 
pearance of  this  first  meeting  house  in  Windsor.  It  is 
historically  of  national  interest  as  it  was  the  early  home 
of  the  oldest  Congregational  Church  in  the  New  World. 
This  Church  which  was  organized  in  Plymouth,  England, 
in  1630,  still  maintains  its  flourishing  home  in  Windsor 
and  celebrated  the  Tercentenary  of  its  birth  in  May  and 
June  of  1930. 

1639 

Aug.  1639.  Mr.  Ephrian  Hewit  and  divers  others 
came  up  from  the  bay  to  Windsor  to  settle  here-. 

Thomas  Gridley  of  Windsor  was  complained  of  for 
refusing  to  watch,  strong  suspicion  of  drunkenness,  con- 
temptuous words  against  the  orders  of  the  court,  quar- 
relling, striking  Mr.  Stiles's  man.  He  was  censured  to  be 
whipt  at  Hartford  and  bound  for  his  good  behavior 
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1641 

William  Phelps  was  appoinetd  by  the  General  Court 
one  of  the  men  to  consult  the  Elders  of  Windsor  and 
Hai^tford  regarding  some  punishment  for  the  sin  of  lying*. 
A  subsequent  meeting  of  the  Court  authorized  the  trial 
court  to  punish  the  person  convicted  of  lying  either  by 
fine  or  bodily  correction. 

Later  by  the  Code  of  1650  persons  over  14  years  of 
age  found  guilty  of  lying  were  punished  by  fines,  stocks, 
or  stripes;  children  under  14  v^ere  punished  by  their  par- 
ents in  the  presence  of  an  officer,  ''if  any  magistrate  shall 
so  appoint." 

1642 

We  have  already  referred  to  the  purchase  of  land 
between  Poquonock  and  Simsbury  (Massaqua)  in  1642. 
The  brief  Indian  deed  seems  worthy  of  reproduction  and 
reads  as  follows: 

Know  all  men  by  these  prefents,  that  I  Nafsahegan, 
of  Paquanick  Sachem,  have  freely  given  and  granted  and 
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do  hereby  alienate  and  afsign  unto  John  Mafon  of  Wind- 
for,  all  my  right  and  intereft  in  all  my  lands  lying  be- 
tween Powquaniock  and  Massaqua  westward  and  south 
and  eaftward  as  far  as  he  haf  any  right,  only  excepting 
a  part  of  a  meadow  at  Powquanoick  now  in  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  Indians,  there  to  be  enjoyed  fully  and  freely 
without  any  future  disturbance  by  the  said  John  Mafon, 
or  his  afsigns.  Witnefs  by  my  hand  this  13th.  day  of 
March.     Anno  Domini  1642  Nafsahegan 

Signed  and  Sealed  in  the 
prefence  and  witnefs 

William  Phelps 

William  Hill 

1646 

The  following  is  believed  to  be  the  oldest  original 
deed  still  in  existence  covering  any  of  the*  earliest  transac- 
tions in  the  Ancient  Town.  This  document,  in  the  pos- 
session of  Miss  Annie  Sill,  was  written  on  parchment  in 
1646,  signed  by  Roger  V/illiams  and  has  been  handed 
down  through  the  centuries,  being  still  in  a  good  state  of 
preservation  and  perfectly  legible.  It  reads  as  follows: 
Know  all  men  by  these  prsents  that  I  Rodger  Williams  of 
Windsor  on  Connecticott  have  exchanged  and  doe  by 
these  prsents  alienate  assigne  and  sett  over  unto  Mathew 
Allyn  of  Windsor  aforesd  on  pcell  of  land  in  plimouth 
meadow  contayning  three  acres  more  or  less  as  it  lyes 
bounded  north  by  the  land  of  the  sd  Mathew  south  by  the 
land  of  Henry  Woolcott  Junior  and  the  sd  pcell  of  land 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  sd  Mathew  his  heyres  executors 
administrators  and  assignes  to  in  joy  as  fully  and  freely 
forever  as  I  the  sd  Rodger  have  had  or  might  doe  in  wit- 
ness whereof  I  have  hereunto  Sett  my  hand  the  prsent 
inarch  the  eighteenth  in  the  year  of  or  lord  one  thousand 
six  hundred  forty  sixe  I  say  Anno  domini  1646 

ROGER  WILLIAMS 
Signed  and  delivered  in 
prsence  and  witnessed  by 

Bray  Roseter  secret 
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1647 
The  General  Court  passed  the  following  order: 
Foreas  much  as  it  is  observed  that  many  abuses  are  crept 
in  and  committed  by  frequent  taking  of  Tobacco,  it  is 
ordered  by  the  authority  of  this  Court  that  no  person 
under  the  age  of  21  years,  nor  any  other  that  hath  not 
already  accustomed  himself  to  the  use  thereof,  shall  take 
any  tobacco  untill  he  have  brought  a  certificate,  under 
the  hand  of  some  who  are  approved  for  knowledge  and 
skill  in  physic,  that  it  is  useful  for  them  and  also  that  he 
hath  received  a  license  from  the  court  for  the  same.  And 
for  the-  regulating  those  who  either  by  their  former  taking 
it,  have  to  their  own  apprehension  made  it  necessary  to 
them,  or  upon  dire  advice  are  persuaded  to  the  use  there- 
of, it  is  ordered,  that  no  man  within  this  colony,  after 
the  publication  hereof,  shall  take  any  tobacco  publicly  in 
the  street  nor  shall  any  take  it  in  the  fields  or  woods, 
unless  when  they  are  on  their  travel,  or  journey  of  at  least 
10  miles,  or  at  the  ordinary  time  of  repast  commonly 
called  dinner,  or  if  it  be  not  then  taken,  yet  not  than  above 
once  in  the  day  at  most,  and  then  not  company  with  any 
one,  nor  shall  any  inhabitant  take  any  tobacco  in  any 
house  in  the  town  where  he  liveth,  with  and  in  company 
of  any  more  than  one  who  useth  and  drinketh  the  same 
weed,  with  him  at  that  time.  Under  the  penalty  of  6  pence 
for  each  offence  against  this  order,  an  any  of  the  particu- 
lars thereof  ar  to  be  paid  without  gain  saying  upon  convic- 
tion by  the  testimony  of  one  witness  that  is  without  just 
exception  before  any  one  Magistrate. 

1649 

The  first  mention  of  any  settlement  in  that  portion 
of  the  town  known  as  Poquonoc: 

Thomas  Holcomb,  John  Bartlett,  Edward  Francis, 
and  George  Griswold  all  of  Windsor  had  removed  thither. 

1650 

February — Ordered  by  the  townsmen  that  whereas 
there  is  a  former  order  that  there  shall  be  a  good  ladder 
provided  for  each  house  to  prevent  damage  by  fire.    It  is 
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now  further  ordered  that  all  that  shall  be  found  defected 
the  first  of  April  next,  not  having  a  sufficient  ladder  to 
reach  to  the  top  of  their  dwelling  house  shall  pay  the 
penalty  of  12d.  per  week  for  all  the  time  they  shall  be 
defective. 

1654 

(Regarding  the  old  Palisades  and  highway  thereinto. 
Extract  from  an  old  book  titled  ''Town  Way,"  written  by 
Mathew  Grant  under  date  of  Aug.  14th,  1654.) 

To  Return  again  to  the  Common  wayes  from  the 
ferry  at  the  Rivulet  (Farmington  River),  it  afsends  up 
straight  upon  the  Side  of  the  bank  to  the  houfe  that  was 
Cap't,  Mafon  and  bounds  Weft  by  the  fence  that  is  John 
Strongs,  on  the  Top  of  the  bank  and  Eaft  by  Samuel 
Marfhels  at  the  foot  of  the  bank,  and  then  turn  to  the 
Gate,  and  is  to  be  three  rods  in  breadth  Betwixt  John 
Strongs  Garden  on  the  South  and  that  which  is  henry 
Clarks  on  the  North. 

And  seeing  I  am  Entered  into  the  pallafadow  I  will 
Spake-  a  Little  of  the  originoll  of  it,  about  1637 — years, 
When  the  Englifh  had  war  with  the  pequit  Indians;  our 
Inhabitace  on  Sandy  bank  gathered  themfelves  neerer 
together  from  their  Remote  Dwelings,  to  provide  for  their 
Safety;  Set  upon  fortifycation  and  with  pallasado  Com- 
paft  in  a  Certain  Quantety  of  Land  which  some  in  particu- 
lar men  refined  up,  out  of  their  proprieties  for  that  End, 
and  was  Laid  out  into  Small  parcells,  to  build  upon  Some 
four  rods  in  breadth,  Some  five-Six-Seven-Some  Eight  it 
was  Set  out  after  this  Maner  Thef e  building  places  was  at 
firft  Laid  oit  of  one  Length  that  was  Sixteen  rods,  but  the 
breadth  did  difer  as  a  foresd.  Also  on  all  Sides  within 
the  outmost  fences  there  was  Left  Two  rods  in  breadth 
for  a  Commonway  to  go  round  within  Side  the  Palasado 
&  when  Divers  men  Left  their  places  and  Return  to  their 
Lotts  for  their  Conveniances  Some  yt.  staid  (by  Consent 
of  the  Town)  Inlarged  their  Gardens.  Some  had  2  Some 
3  Some  4  plots  to  their  propriety  with  the  use  of  the  2 
rods  in  breadth  round  the  out  Side,  Every  one  according 
to  his  breadth,  only  with  this  referve  Concerning  the  2 
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rods — that  if  in  futer  time  there  be  need  of  former  fortifi- 
cation to  be  Rapayr'd  that  then  Each  man  should  Rezine* 
up  the  Two  foref'd  Rods  for  a  way  onely  for  Commin  Ufe 
— note  that  in  the*  weft  corner  of  the  fore'd  plot  thereis 
referved  for  a  Comon  Burying  place  one  particular  parcel 
that  is  Six  rods  in  breadth  and  Sixteen  in  length  beside  the 
Two  Rod  in  breadth  all  the  Length  on  the  one  side  and 
one  End  take  it  together  it  is  Eight  rod  in  breadth  and 
Eighteen  in  Length. 

1655 

March — Agreement  made  with  William  E.  Cooper. 
He  to  take  Simon  Hillier,  son  of  John  Hiller  deceased  and 
keep  him  until  he  is  21  years  of  age,  which  will  be*  com- 
pleted and  ended  on  the  25th  day  of  Dec.  1669  he  is  to 
le-arn  him  to  write  and  read  English,  and  cast  accounts 
and  be  at  the  cost,  and  use  his  best  endeavors,  to  get  his 
scurf  head  cured.  Also  to  learn  him  the  trade  of  a  cooper, 
and  at  the  end  of  his  time  to  let  him  go  free,  and  give 
him  double-  apparel,  a  musket,  sword  and  bandoliers  and 
20  shillings. 

William  King,  his  Scotchman,  for  cursing,  contrary 
to  order,  10s.  and  set  in  stocks. 

1656 

David  Wilton  doth  hereby  engage  himself  and  his 
successors  forever  to  maintain  whatever  fence  belongs  to 
the  burying  place  of  Windsor,  now  joining  to  his  land, 
and  also  to  make  and  maintain  a  commodious  gate  for 
passage  to  it.  Also  to  clear  it  of  all  stubbs  and  boughs 
that  grows  upon  it  between  this  and  next  Spring,  and  to 
sow  it  with  English  grass  that  it  may  be  decent  and 
comely. 

1657 

It  was  voted  that  Mr.  Branker  should  have  5  lbs. 
paid  to  him  out  of  the  next  town's  rate  towards  his  main- 
taining of  a  school- 

1659 

Voted  that  the  Town  Barn  shall  be  repaired  and 
thatched.     (The  Town  barn  when  rates  or  taxes  were  paid 
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in  corn,  pease,  wheat  and  etc.  was  necessary  to  have  a 
suitable  place  of  deposit,  to  which  the  inhabitants  could 
bring  their  tithe's.) 

A  note  was  taken  what  dwelling  houses  are  in  town 
which  were  31. 

The  annual  estimate  of  Town  expenses  this  year 
for  16  wolves  taken  8  lbs. 

for  cleansing  the  meeting  house  and  drum  4  lb, 
Thos.  Parsons  for  his  canoe  to  serve  the  ferry  5  lb. 
for  silling  and  underpinning  of  the  meeting  house  10  lb. 

16s.  6d. 
Wm.  Buell  for  a  pair  of  stocks  and  mending  some  seats 

9s.  6d. 
Nat  Cook  for  cutting  ice  Is.  2d. 
John  Bissell  for  1000  nails  15s. 
Five  pegs  for  Hats  7s. 

1663 

The  constables  in  each  Plantation  are  hereby  em- 
powered to  charge  the  watch  and  ward  duty  to  attend 
their  watch  and  ward  by  walking  in  such  places  where 
they  may  best  discover  danger  by  the  approach  of  an 
enemy  or  by  fire  which  if  they  do  discover  they  are  to  give 
notice  in  case  they  meet  with  any  person  walking  in  the 
streets  unseasonbly,  they  are  to  examine  them,  and  in 
case  they  can  not  give  a  good  account  of  themselves,  they 
are  to  return  them  to  the  Constable,  who  is  to  require 
them  to  appear  before  a  Magistrate  to  give  account  of 
their  unseasonable  walking. 

[ndians    found  walking-    the    streets    afte]     ni^htfal 
shall  be  fined  20s.  or  else  be  whipt  with  six  stripes  at 
least. 

1667 
Voted  the  erection  of  the  first  school  house  in  Wind- 
sor. April  2  of  the  same  year  the  Town  of  Windsor  was 
fined  5  lbs.  for  not  procuring  and  maintaining  a  grammar 
school  said  fine  to  be  paid  over  to  the  Hartford  Grammar 
School. 
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1668 
Nicholas  Wilton  for  wounding  the  wife  of  John 
Brooks  and  Mary  Wilton  the  wife  of  Nicholas  Wilton,  for 
contemptuous  and  reproachful  terms  by  her  put  upon  one 
of  the  assistants,  are  adjudged.  She  to  be  whipt  six 
stripes  upon  the  naked  body  next  training  day  at  Wind- 
sor by  order  of  the  General  court. 

Absence  from  church  was  visited  by  a  fine  of  5 
shillings. 

1670 

The  following  is  a  re-purchase  or  confirmation  of  the 
original  purchase  made  by  William  Holmes  in  1633: 

This  Prefent  writing  made  the  fourteenth  of  July, 
one  Thousand  Six  Hundred  and  Seventy,  between  arra- 
mament  &  Kepequam  (owners  and  proprietors  of  the  up- 
lands on  the  weft  side*  of  Conneikticutt  River,  from  Hart- 
ford Bounds  'till  it  meets  with  Nafsehegons  propriety 
alredy  sold  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Windsor)  of  the  one 
party,  and  Capt.  Benjamin  Nubery  and  Deacon  John 
moore  in  behalf  of  thof e  admitted  Inhabitants  of  the  Town 
of  Windsor — have  Right  in  the  undevided  Lands  of  the 
Town  of  Windsor,  on  the  other  party  Witnefseth,  that  the 
said  arramament  &  Kepequam  for  an  Consideration  of  a 
valluable  parcell  of  Trucking  Cloath  to  them  in  hand 
paid  by  the  said  Capt.  Benjamin  Nuborry  and  Deakn. 
John  Moore,  the  Receipt  whereof  they  do  hereby  acknowl- 
edge, and  thereof  and  Every  part  thereof,  do  acquitt  Ex- 
onerate and  Difcharge  the  said  Capt.  Nuberry  &  Deakn. 
John  Moore  their  Heirs,  Executors  &  administrators — 
by  thefe  prefents  do  give.  Grant  Bargain  Sell,  Enfeoff,  & 
Confirm  unto  the  said  Capt.  Benjamin  Nuberry  and  Deakn 
John  Moore  in  be  half,  and  for  the  only  ufe  of  thofe  pro- 
prietors, who  have  the  true  Right  to  the  undevided  Land 
in  Windsor,  one  parcell  of  Land,  being  all  that  parcell  of 
Land,  abutting  on  the  Great  River  on  the  Eaft,  and  on  the 
bounds  between  Hartford  &  Windsor  on  the  South,  and 
on  the  Land  the  Sd.  Town  of  Windsor  purchafed  of 
Nafsahegon  on  the  North,  and  from  the  bound  tree  be- 
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twe-en  Hartford  and  Windsor  to  run  the  whole  bredth  into 
ye  wildernefs  weftward  Seven  miles,  together  with  all 
the  trees,  wood  under  wood  brooks,  Rivers,  waters.  Ponds, 
Lying  and  being  therein  as  it  is  Bounded,  with  its  rights, 
members  and  appurtinances  .  whatfoever,  unto  the'  said 
Capt.  Benjamin  Nubery  &  Deackn  John  Moore,  for  the 
ufe  and  benifits  of  the  Sd  admitted  Inhabitants  in  the 
Town  of  Windsor,  who  only  have  Right  in  the  undevided 
Lands,  within  their  Limmitts  and  to  their  Heirs  and 
Afsignes  and  to  the  only  proper  ufe*  and  behoof  of  them 
their  Heirs  and  afsignes  forever,  and  the  said  arrama- 
ment  &  Kepequam  do  Covenant  Grant,  promife  and  agree 
to  and  with  the  said  Capt.  Benjamin  Nuberry,  and  Deackn 
John  Moore  as  aforesaid  that  they  the  said  arramament 
&  Kepequam,  have  full  power  good  Right  and  Lawfull 
athorety  to  Qrant  bargain  Sell  and  Convey  all  and  Sin- 
guler  the  before  hereby  Granted  &  mentioned  to  be 
Granted  premifes,  with  their  and  Every  of  their  appur- 
tinances, unto  the  said  Capt.  Benjamin  Nuberry,  and 
Deackn  John  Moore,  as  aforefd,  and  to  their  Heirs  and 
afsignes,  in  maner  and  form  as  aforefd,  and  that  they 
their  Heirs,  and  afsignes,  &  Every  of  them.  Shall  or  may 
by  force  and  vertue  of  thefe  prefents,  from  time  to  time, 
and  at  all  times  forever  hereafter,  Lawfully  peaceably 
and  quietly,  have  hold  ufe,  occupy  pofsefs  and  Enjoy 
the  before  hereby  Granted  primefes,  with  their  and  Every 
of  their  right  members,  and  appurtinances  &  have  Re- 
ceive, and  take  the  rents.  Issues,  and  profits  thereof,  to 
their  own  proper  ufe,  and  behoof  forever  without  any 
Lett  Suit,  Trouble,  Denial,  or  Difturbance  of  us  the  Said 
arramamanet  and  Kepequam  our  Heirs  or  afsignes  or  of 
any  other  perfon,  or  perfons  Claiming  by  from  or  under 
us  or  any  of  them,  or  by  our  means  act  Consent  privity  or 
procurement,  and  that  free  and  Cleir  and  freely  acquit- 
ted. Exonerated,  and  Difcharged,  or  otherwife  from  time 
to  time,  well  and  Sufficiently  Saved  and  keept  harmlefs, 
by  the  said  arramament,  and  Kepequam,  their  Heirs,  and 
Executors,  or  adminiftrators  of  and  from  all  other  and 
former  Gifts,   Grants  Bargains  and  Sales,    &    in  witnefs 
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whereof  the  aforesd  arramament  and  Kepequam,  have 
Signed  Seald  and  Delivered,  this  writing  with  their  own 
hands,  in  the  Twenty  firft  year  of  the  Reign  of  our  Sov- 
ereign Lord  Charles  the  Second,  of  England  Scotland, 
France,  Ireland  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith, 

Arramament   (X)    his  mark. 
Kepequam    (X)    his  mark. 
Signed  Sealed,  and  Delivered  in  the  prefence 
of 
Nafsahegon  (X)  his  mark 
Qumoenek  (X)  his  mark 
this  is  a  Copy  of  the  original  that  is  Sealed. 
Mathew  Grant. 

1672 

The  following  is  one  of  the  few  records  of  a  deed 
from  one  Indian  to  another: 

Be  it  Known  unto  all  men  by  thefe  prefents,  that  I 
arramant  of  Podunk,  for  and  in  Confideration  of  my^ 
natural  Love  that  I  bear  unto  my  son  in  Law  n.anlahan, 
alios  Jofhua  (the  son  of  Wonkus,  Sachem  of  the  Mohegon 
Indions)  and  alfo  to  my  beloved  Daughter  Songonsk  .  .  . 
wife  of  the  said  Nanfhanttahe'n,  alios  Jofhua  and  other 
good  Confiderations  me  hereunto  moving,  I  the  sd  Arra- 
mamentt  do  therefore  by  thefe  prefents  fully,  freely 
clearly  and  abfolutely  allienate  afsigne  set  over,  give  and 
Confirm  unto  them  the  Said  Naufhuttahon  and  Songo- 
nofsk  all  and  Every  part  and  parcell  of  Land,  or  Lands 
....  that  are  to  me  of  Right  appertaining,  or  at  prefent 
pofsefsed  .  .  Lying  and  being  at  Podunk,  or  Eifewhere 
within  the  Townfhip  of  Hartford  or  Windfor,  as  alfo  all 
my  Right,  Title,  Interest  or  Claim  whatfoever  to  all  and 
Every  Such  parcell  or  parcells  of  Land,  to  the  Said 
Naufhuttahon  and  Songonfk,  to  have  and  to  Hold,  from 
and  after  the  death  of  me  Arramamentt,  Dureing  the 
Terme  of  the  Natural  Life  or  Lif es  of  the  Said  Nauf hatta- 
hon,  and  Songonofk,  or  Either  of  them,  and  after  the 
Deceafe  of  the  Said  Naufhattahon  and  Songonofk,  the 
Said  Lands  and  right  of  them  to  Decend  and  belong  unto 
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the  Children  of  the  said  Songonofk  begotton  of  her  body 
and  the  Said  Naufhuttahon  and  in  cafe  there  be  no  such 
Children,  then  to  the  Child  or  Children  ...  of  the  Said 
Songonofk  that  She  may  have  by  an  other  perfon  or 
perfons,  and  in  Cafe  there  be  no  Such  then  I  do  by  thefe 
prefents,  after  the  deth  of  the  Said  Naufhuttahon  and 
Songonofk,  give  and  Confirm  all  the  Said  Land  or  Lands, 
unto  the  next  of  Kindred,  that  the  Englif h  Laws  Shall  De- 
termine to  be  the  proper  Heir  or  Heirs  thereof  for  Con- 
firmation of  all  which  I  have  to  thefe  prefents  Inter- 
changeably .  .  put  my  hand  this  thirteenth  day  of  May 
1672  Arramament 

Signed  and  Delivered  in  the  prefence  | 
of  us  John  Stanton,  William  Pitkin  j 

Truft  (X)  his  mark, Womuhs  (X)  his  mark. 

1675 
The  ofiice  of  Lister,  Assessor,  The  tax  payers  were 
divided  into  five*  classes,  First  class  was  headed  Family 
horse  and  four  oxen  of  this  class  there  was  twelve.  Sec- 
ond class.  Family  Horse  an  two  oxen  Their  were  fifty  four. 
Third  class  Family  horses  forty  four.  Forth  class  only 
families  seventeen  and  last  single  men  thirty  eight  of 
whom  fifteen  owned  Horses. 

1675 
JOHN  FITCH,  THE  SOLDIER 

Windsor  knows  little  about  the  history  of  John  Fitch 
the  soldier,  except  the  fact  that  he  became  one  of  the 
earliest  benefactors  of  the  cause  of  education  and  is  today 
beloved  by  all  the  high  school  boys  and  girls  of  the  town. 
Left  a  widower  by  the  death  of  his  wife  August  11,  1673, 
and  having  no  children  of  his  own  he  took  a  fatherly  in- 
terest in  all  the  children  of  his  town  and  when  the  Indians 
under  the  leadership  of  King  Philip  of  Rhode  Island  in- 
vaded Connecticut  John  Fitch  at  once  enlisted  as  a  soldier 
in  the  war  to  defend  the  English  settlers  and  their  homes 
and  made  the  following  will,  which  manifested  his  love 
of  children  and  his  interest  in  their  education : 
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These  may  Testifie 

That  I  John  ffitch  of  Windsor  being  to  goe  forth 

and  knew  not  that  I  may  return:  Doe  desire 

to  Committ  my  soule  to  God 

As  for  that  smal  estat  God  hath  given  me  I 

dispose  as  followe'th     first  that  my  Just  debt  be 

paid  out  of  it     The  rest  both  land  and  goods 

I  give  to  the  promoting  of  a  scoole  heere 

in  Windsor  to  be  dispose  of  in  the  best  way 

as  the  County  Court  and  select  men  of  the 

Town  shall  see  meet  for  the  end  aforesd 

In  witnesse  to  the  above  sd  I  here  to  set  my 

hand  this  30  day  of  August,  1675 

the  mark  of 

John  ffitch 
Wittnes 

John  moore  senr 
John  Higley 
Fitch  was  wounded  in  the  famous  Swamp  Fight  with 
the   Indians   and   returned    to    Windsor,    where    he    died 
May  9,  1676. 

His  estate  as  shown  by  the  following  inventory  was 
small  but  it  laid  the  foundation  of  the  Union  School  Fund 
which  has  been  used  for  more  than  two  centuries  and  a 
half  to  help  support  higher  education  in  Windsor. 

JOHN  FITCH  INVENTORY  1676 

Juen  ye  1/  76/ 
Decon  Moore,  John  loomys,  Mr.  Thomas  Allyn, 
mathew  grant,  meet  to  take  account  of  what 
estat  of  John  Fitches  was  to  be  found  to  be  his, 
he  dyed  May  9,  1676  that  littell  estat  presented 
to  us  to  be  his  wee  took  acount  of  it  as  followeth 
A  dwelling  howse  that  was  Thomas  Rowlyes 
which  by  exchang  with  John  Fitch  for  land 
Thomas  had  of  John  fitch  he  let  John  fitch  to 
have  his  howse  &  land  to  it  two  parcles  8  acrees 
&  half  .  here  in  Windsor,  ye  valuat  ion  of  it 
for  Inventory,  was  seet  at 30-  0-0 
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And  sume  land  one  ye  east  sid  ye  great  river 

begining  half e  a  mile  from  ye  river  runing  easterly 

two  miles  an  half,  16  rod  in  bredth  riseth  to  80 

acres  set  at  04-  0-0 


sume  f ewe  movables  at  Mr.  Thomas  Allyns  howse      ~     ~ 
not  expresing  here  en  eny  partickler  as  we'  have 

in  booke,  all  together  as  prised  came  to 05-12-0 

moore  things  at  ye  howse  where  he  dyed,  where 
georg  Jeffrey  lives,  or  Mr.  allyns  howse  all  things 

these  sumed  to  gether  as  prised  to 04-  6-0 

also  fower  hamers  presented  at  another  place 00-  5-0 

there  is  due  to  ye  stat  from  ye  cuntrey  rat,  for 

his  going  a  soulger  to  warr,  &  his  cuntrey  rat 

payd  01-18-0 


46-  1-0 
Witness 

Mathew  Grant 
John  Loomys 


Debtes  Demanded  to  be  payed  out  of  ye  estat 

Mr.  Wolcot  srs  demands  —  0-  4s-  0 
Mr.  Thomas  Allyn  for 

rent  &  diat  demands  2-13-  6 

Decon  moore  demands  —  1-  2-10 

John  moore  demands  —  0-2-6 

Tahan  grant  —  0-7-6 

James  enno  demands  —  0-5-0 

Thomas  Deble  sr  —  0-6-0 

William  Buell  —  0-16-  0 

Sara  buell  for  Riting  —  0-3-0 

Abram  Randall  —  0-3-0 

Thomas  loomas  —  0-  2-  4 

leftnant  fylar          "  —  0-2-7 

Robard  Hayward  —  0-6-0 

Jams  Rising  —  0-3-0 

Edward  mesenger  —  2-0-0 

James  Hiller  —  1-15-  0 
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his  relations 

—          0xl6x  0 

nicolas  evens 

0      5     0 

Semual  Bissel  demands 

0      0      6 

Ebenezer  Parsons 

0      2      0 

J.ohn  Hegly  for  suger 

0      1   11 

Josep  Griswold 

—          0-9-0 

Cornelus  gillet 

0      2      6 

John  Porter  srs  demands 

—          0-2-6 

12-11-  8 

In  1921  Windsor  erected  a  new  high  school  build- 
ing and  in  honor  of  the  town's  benefactor  named  the 
school  which  it  shelters  the  John  Fitch  High  School. 
Over  the  main  entrance  to  the*  school  a  relief  bust  of 
Fitch  is  chiseled  in  stone  and  within  the  lobby  of  the 
school  hangs  a  life  size  decorative  portrait  done  by 
Windsor's  well-known  artist,  Ruel  Crompton  Tuttle, 
representing  Fitch  having  signed  his  will  and  about  "to 
goe  forthe"  to  the  Indian  War  in  which  he  lost  his  life. 

The  followng  song,  written  by  Miss  C.  Louise  Dick- 
erman,  Director  of  school  music  for  Windsor,  is  sung  at 
school  graduations  and  alumni  reunions. 
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SCHOOL     SONG 
(Tune,  Auld  Lang  Syne) 

To  you,  dear  Windsor  High,  we  sing 

Our  song  of  grateful  praise. 

Within  your  walls  we  work  and  play 

Spend  many  happy  days. 

We're  forming  tnendships  fond  and  true 

We're  learning  to  bestow 

A  friendly  smile,  a  helping  hand 

As  on  through  life  we  go. 

Long  years  ago  from  this  old  town 

Went  forth  a  soldier  brave, 

Who  died  for  us,  and  for  our  school 

His  modest  fortune  gave. 

He  understood  that  knowledge,  truth 

And  education  rule 

And  so  with  gratitude  sincere 

For  him  we've  named  our  school. 

And  when  in  years  to  come  we  leave 

Our  Alma  Mater  dear. 

We'll  thank  with  those  who've  helped  us  all, 

John  Fitch  whom  we  revere. 

We'll  sing  his  praises  one  and  all 

And  in  unbroken  band. 

Pledge  loyalty  to  Windsor  High 

To  God  and  Native  Land. 
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1679 
KOGER  WOLCOTT 

It  seems  strange  that  one  of  the  largest  schools  in 
Windsor  should  be  named  in  honor  of  a  man  who  never 
attended  any  school  as  a  pupil  in  all  his  life,  yet  the 
Roger  Wolcott  School  enjoys  that  distinction.  The  man 
whose  name  honors  this  school  and  who  in  turn  is  com- 
memorated by  the  school  explains  in  his  autobiography 
how  it  happened  that  he  never  attended  any  school.  His 
father,  Simon  Wolcott,  was  the  son  of  Henry  Wolcott, 
one  of  the  original  emigrants  who  had  come  to  Dorchester, 
Massachusetts,  with  John  Warham  in  1630  and  removed 
to  Windsor  in  1635,  where  he  became  one  of  the  town's 
most  distinguished  and  influential  citizens,  serving  many 
years  in  the  General  Assembly  of  Connecticut.  His 
mother,  Martha  Pitkin,  from  England,  was  sister  of  Wil- 
liam Pitkin,  Esq.,  of  East  Hartford,  Attorney-General  and 
Treasurer  of  Connecticut.  She  was  regarded  as  having  no 
superior  in  qualities  and  accomplishments  among  the 
young  ladies  of  the  Colony.  Certainly  the  son  of  Simon 
and  Martha  Wolcott  could  be  expected  to  go  to  the  best 
school  available. 

After  his  parents'  marriage  on  October  17,  1661,  they 
lived  for  nearly  ten  years  on  the  ''Island,"  a  short  dis- 
tance Southwest  of  the  present  Loomis  Institute  and  owned 
land  on  both  sides  of  the  Connecticut  River.  In  1671 
they  removed  to  Simsbury  to  promote  the  settlement  of 
that  town  and  prospered  until  King  Philip's  War  in  1675, 
when  the  Indians  burned  their  buildings  and  ruined  their 
property.  They  returned  to  Windsor  and  rented  a  home 
where  Roger  was  born  January  4,  1679,  at  a  time,  as  he 
says  in  his  autobiography,  when  his  "father's  outward 
estate  was  at  the  lowest  ebb."  The  next  year  the 
family  moved  to  South  Windsor  and  settled  on  the  two- 
hundred-acre  tract  which  they  had  reserved  when  dis- 
posing of  their  land  on  the  West  side  of  the  river  before 
going  to  Simsbury. 
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The  country  was  wild,  their  neighbors  were  few,  and 
they  had  neither  church  nor  school.  This  explains  why 
Roger  Wolcott  had  no  schooling.  His  parents,  however, 
took  care  to  instruct  him  at  home  with  his  brothers  and 
sisters.  When  Roger  was  eight  years  old  his  father  died. 
Two  years  later  his  mother  married  Daniel  Clark,  Esq., 
and  he  went  with  her  to  her  new  home  at  Wilson,  where 
Mr.  Clark  owned  several  tracts  of  land,  and  it  may  be 
that  the  little  boy  played  on  the  very  spot  where  the 
Roger  Wolcott  School,  named  in  his  honor,  now  stands. 

He  records  that  in  the  year  1690  his  ''mind  turned  to 
learning."  With  his  mother  and  his  stepfather  as  guides 
and  teachers  he  made  rapid  progress.  Four  years  later 
he  was  apprenticed  to  a  clothier  with  whom  he  remained 
five  years.  His  desire  for  an  education  now  became  the 
controlling  motive  of  his  life.  He  borrowed  books  wher- 
ever he  could  get  them.  He  read  them  with  care  and  in- 
terest. His  retentive  memory  made  his  mind  a  storehouse 
of  facts  and  theories  which  his  good  judgment  analyzed 
and  made  useful. 

He  made  himself  a  man  of  outstanding  ability  and 
public  honors  were  showered  upon  him.  In  1707  he  was 
chosen  a  Selectman  for  the  town  of  Windsor.  Two  years 
later  Windsor  sent  him  as  a  Representative  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly. 

In  1710  he  was  appointed  a  Judge,.  The  following 
year  he  was  sent  as  Commissary  with  the  Connecticut 
troops  that  participated  in  the  New  England  Expedition 
to  Canada  during  Queen  Anne's  War.  In  1714  he  was 
elected  to  the  upper  branch  of  the  General  Assembly.  In 
1721  he  became  Judge  of  the  County  Court  and  eleven 
years  later  a  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court.  Other  honors 
were  to  follow.  He  became  Deputy-Governer  and  Chief 
Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  in  the  same  year,  1742. 
Three  years  later  he  became  a  Major  General  in  the 
Colonial  Army  and  not  only  led  the  Connecticut  troops  in 
their  successful  expedition  against  Cape  Breton  but  was 
also  second  in  command  of  the  United  Colonial  forces  that 
laid  siege  to  the  Fortress  of  Louisburg  and  compelled  its 
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surrender.     This  made  him  the  hero  not  only  of  Windsor 
but  of  all  Connecticut. 

Six  years  later  he  was  chosen  Governor  and  served 
in  that  office  for  three  years.  In  his  public  service  he  was 
one  of  the  most  striking  and  impressive  characters  of  his 
time.  He  wore  a  flowing  wig,  a  three-cornered  hat  with 
a  cockade,  and  a  suit  of  scarlet  broadcloth  adorned  with 
gilt  buttons  and  long  gilt  vellum  buttonholes.  He  im- 
pressed all  with  his  dignity  and  authority.  His  term  of 
office  was  marred  by  one  misfortune.  A  Spanish  ship  in 
distress  took  refuge  in  New  London  harbor  and  during 
its  stay  there  much  of  its  valuable  cargo  was  wasted  by 
bad  management  on  the  part  of  those  in  charge  of  the 
ship.  A  report  was  circulated  by  political  rivals  that  the 
Governor  had  treated  the  Spaniards  unjustly  and  extorted 
large  sums  from  the  owner  of  the  cargo.  This  report 
caused  his  defeat  at  the  next  election.  A  full  investigation 
showed  the  Governor  blameless,  but  the  incident  saddened 
his  later  years. 

After  his  retirement  from  public  office  he  divided 
his  activities  between  the  cultivation  of  his  farm  and  the 
reading  of  church  history  and  theology,  reserving  liber- 
ally of  his  time  for  the  enjoyment  of  association  with  his 
many  friends. 

He  died  at  the  home  of  his  daughter  Elizabeth,  wife 
of   Captain   Roger  Newberry,   in    Old    Windsor,    May    17, 
1767. 

1685 
The  Pate-nt  of  the  Town  of  Windsor 

Whereas  the  General  Court  of  Conn,  have  formerly 
granted  the  proprieties  of  ye  towne  of  Windsor  all  thefe 
lands  both  upland  and  meadow,  within  thofe  abuttments 
upon  Hartford  bounds  by  ye  great  river  where  ye  fence 
of  there  meadow  stood  and  to  run  as  ye  said  fence  runs 
till  it  meets  with  a  red  oak  tree  marked  for  ye  bounds 
standing  within  ye  neck  of  fence  in  Thos.  Butler's  land 
and  from  ye  tree  it  runs  a  wefterly  line  till  it  meets  with 
brick  hill  swamp  and  then  runs  due  north  half  a  mile  till 
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it  comes  neere  to  ye'  head  of  ye  brick  hill  swamp  and  from 
thence  wefterly  till  it  meets  with  Farmington  bounds  and 
abutts   west   on   Farmington   and   Symsbury   bounds    and 
north   in   ye    commons   and    it    extendeth   from    Hartford 
bounds  on  ye  South,  North  to   a  tree  marked   neere   ye 
^reat  river  two  miles  above*  a  brooke  known  by  ye  name 
of  Kettle  brooke.     On  ye  eaft  side  of  Conn,  river  it  abutts 
on  a  great  elm  on  ye  south  side  of  Podunk  River  and  runs 
Eafterly  three  miles  and  then  south  half  a  mile  and  from 
ye  half  miles  end  it  runs  Eaft  five  miles  and  Abutts  on  ye 
Commons  on  ye  eaft  from  sayd  Hartford  bounds,  ye  whole 
breadth  till  it  extendeth  two  miles  above  ye  forenamed 
Kettle  brooke  both  on  ye  Eaft  and  Weft  side  of  Conn, 
river  ye  said  lands  having  been  by  purchafe  or  otherwife 
lawfully  obtained  by  ye  Indian  native  proprietors.     And 
whereas    the    proprietors    the    fore    said    Inhabitants    of 
Windsor,  in  the  Colony  of  Conn,  have  made  application 
to  ye  Govenor  and  company  of  ye  sayd  Colony  of  Conn, 
afsembled  in  Court  May  25  1685  that  they  may  have  a 
pattent  for  ye  confirmation  of  ye  afore  said  land  soe  pur- 
chased and  granted  to  them  as  aforesaid  and  which  they 
have  stood  siezed  and  quietly  pofsefsed  of  for  many  years 
late  paft  without  interruptaion.     now  for  a  more  full  con- 
firmation of  ye  aforefaid  tract  of  land  as  it  is  butted  and 
bounded  aforefaid  unto  ye  present  proprietors  of  ye  side 
townfhip  of  Windsor,  in  their  pofsefsion  and  enjoyment 
of  ye  premifes  Know  ye  yet  ye  Govenor  and  Company 
afsembled    in    General    Court    according    unto    ye    Com- 
mifsion  granted  to  them  by  his  Majaftie  in  this  charter 
have  given  granted  and  by  thefe  prefents  do  give  grant 
ratifie   and    confirm    unto    Capt.    Benj.    Newberry,    Capt. 
Daniel   Clarke,   Lut.   Thomas   Allyn,   Henry  Wolcot,    Mr. 
Thomas  Bissell,  Sr.  Mr.  George  Griswold  and  Mr.  John 
Moore  and  ye  rest  of  ye  prefent  propriel^ors  of  ye  town- 
ship of  Windsor  their  heirs,  succefsors  and  afsigns  for  ever 
ye  fore  side  parcel!  of  land  as  it  is  butted  and  bounded 
together  with    all    ye  woods    meadows,  paftures,  ponds, 
waters,  riverets,  lands,  fishing,  huntings,  fowlings,  mines, 
mineralls,  quarries  and  pretoise  stone  uppon  or  within  ye 
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tract  of  Land  and  all  other  proffits  and  commodites  there^ 
on  belonging,  or  in  anywife  appertayning  and  doe  alsoe 
grant  unto  ye  aforefaid  and  ye-  rest  of  ye  proprietors  in- 
habitants of  Windsor  their  heirs  succefsors  and  afsigns- 
forever  y  aforefaid  tract  of  land  shall  be  for  ever  hereafter 
deemed,  reputed  and  be  an  intire  township  of  itself.  To- 
have  and  to  hold  ye  tract  of  land  and  premifes  with  all  & 
singular  their  appurtenances,  together  with  ye  privilege 
and  inmunities  and  franchife  herein  given  and  granted 
into  ye  and  others  ye  prefent  proprietors,  Inhabitants  of 
Windsor,  their  heirs  succefsors  and  afsigns  forever  and  to 
ye  only  proper  use  and  behoofe  of  ye  and  other  proprie- 
tors. Inhabitants  of  Windfor,  their  heirs  succefsors  and 
afsigns  according  to  ye  tenor  of  East  Greenwich  in  Kent 
in  free  and  common  soccage  and  not  in  capitte  nor  by 
Knights  service  they  to  make  improvements  of  ye  same 
as  they  are  capeable  according  to  ye  cuftome  of  ye  coun- 
try, yielding  rendering  and  paying  therefore  to  our  Sov- 
ereign Lord  ye  King  his  heirs  succefsors  and  afsigns  his 
dues  according  to  Charter. 

In  witnefs  whereof  we  have  caufed  ye  seal  of  ye  Colony 
to  be  hereunto  affixed  this  28  day  of  Sovreign  Lord  James 
Ye  Second  of  England,  Scotland,  France  and  Ireland^ 
King  defender  of  the  faith. 

Robert  Treat  Governor 
John  Allyn  Secretary 

1690 

This  Court  observing  that  not  withstanding  the 
former  orders  made  for  the  education  of  children  and 
servants,  there  are  many  persons  unable  to  read  the  Eng- 
lish tongue  and  thereby  unable  to  read  the  Holy  Word  of 
God  and  the  good  laws  of  this  Colony,  and  it  is  here-by 
ordained,  that  all  parents  and  masters  shall  cause  their 
children  and  servants  as  they  are  capable  to  read  dis- 
tinctly the  English  tongue,  and  that  grand-jury  men  do 
at  once  in  the  year,  at  least  visit  each  family  they  suspect 
to  neglect  this  order,  and  satisfy  themselves  that  all  chil- 
dren under  age,  and  servants  ar  in  good  procedure  to 
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learn  the  same  or  not,  and  if  they  find  any  such  children 
or  servants  not  taught  as  there  years  are  capable  of  they 
shall  return  the  names  of  the  parent  or  masters  of  the 
said  childreTi,  to  the  next  court,  when  said  parents  or 
masters  are  to  be  fined  20  shillings  for  each  child  or  ser- 
vant whose  teachings  if  thus  neglected  according  to  this 
order  of  1690. 

It  was  then  voted  to  teach  three  months  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Great  River  and  nine  months  on  the  west  side 
half  on  the  north  side  and  half  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Farmington  River.     The  master  to  receive  20  lbs. 

1697 
The  year  1697  was  a  year  of  great  scarcity  and  mor- 
tality. The  summer  was  cool  and  cloudy,  not  a  month 
without  a  frost  in  it.  The  winter  was  very  long  and 
severe.  In  February  and  March  the  snow  was  very  hard 
and  high  there  was  a  great  cry  for  bread.  The  cattle 
perishing  in  the  yards  for  want. 

1698 
Dec.  27.  The  town  voted  a  desire  that  the  court  would 
grant  liberty  to  Alexander  AUyn  to  sell  wine  and  other 
strong  drinks,  provided  he  do  not  allow  any  to  drink  it 
in  his  house  and  that  he  sell  cheaper  than  others  that 
have  license. 

1702 
March   10— Voted   Alfo   Sam'l   Tudor    &    John  Elsworth 
chofen  to  take  an  account  of  what  crows   &  blackbirds 
shall  bee  kill'd  on  ye  Eaft  side  of  the  great  Rivere  y's 
yeare. 

1706 
Dec.  17 — Voated    that    Mr.  Mather  shall    be    paid    fore 
his  work  in  the  ministry  ye  j^ear  one  hundred  and  ten 
pounds  by  that  Society  on  the  weft  side  ye  gt  River. 

1707 
April    14 — Voted    that    the    inhabitants    on    the    north 
side  of  the  Rivelett  shall  have  Liberty  to  put  up  a  School 
houfe  on    the    meeting    houfe   Green    upon    there    own 
charges  for  the  benefit  of  Learning  to  the  town  in  generall. 
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1711 
Dec.  18 — Voted  that  the  inhabitants  of  paquannuck 
shall  have  Liberty  to  take  up  an  acre  of  Land  in  the 
town  commons  for  to  be  improved  for  a  burying  yard  as 
the  inhabitants  of  sd  paquannuck  saw  Caufe  to  im- 
prove it. 

1717 
The    first    Schoolmistress    named    on    the    records    was 
Sarah  Stiles  in  1717  and  in  the  next  year  it  was  voted  that 
the  Schools  shall  be  kept  by  women  in  the  summer. 

1722 
Town  Meeting  in  Windsor  May  the  9th  1722 

Colon'l.  Mathew  Allyn  was  Chofen  Moderator. 
Prposfed  that  if  any  perfon  or  perfons  Whatfoever 
hereafter  Shall  Digg  or  Cart  or  Tranfport  any  Iron  oar 
Lying  within  the  Town  Commons  of  Windfor,  in  Greater 
or  Lefser  quanteties  Shall  Incurr  the  penalty  of  10  S  with 
out  further  Leave  or  order  from  the  Town  or  Leave  or 
order  of  Some  perfon  or  perfons  appointed  by  the  Town 
to  Leafe  or  Sell  Iron  oar.  there  was  43  perfons  yt 
voated  in  ye  affirmative  to  the  above,  as  I  Counted  them, 
and  under  40  in  the  Negative,  as  I  Counted  then — being 
ordered  there  to  by  the  Moderator. 

Timothy  Loomis  Regift. 

1724 
Town  Meeting  Dec.  22,  1724 
Propofed  that  the  prefent  Town  Treafur  be  ordered  to 
gather  up  all  the  Town  Gunns    (that  he  can  find)    into 
the  Town's  ufe  till  further  order  from  the  Town.     Voted 
in  the  affirmative. 

1725 

May  11,  1725 — Voted  that  the  town  treasurer  be  im- 
powerd  to  make  sale  of  the  town  guns  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  June  next  at  one  of  the  clock  afternoon  at  the  sign 
post  on  the  west  side  of  the  great  river  at  a  vandue  beat 
of  the  drom. 
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1726 
Sept.  13,  1726 — Voated  that  the  Town  afert  their 
Right  to  the  way  through  the  Little  meadow  and  Dear- 
field  Lotts,  So  called,  to  Hartford  Bounds  and  will  Stand 
one  Trial  in  the  Law  to  final  Judgment  in  Justifycation 
of  their  Right  thereunto,  on  the  Towns  Coft. 

1727 
Apr.  25,  1727 — Voted  that  Swine  Shall  have  Liberty 
to  Go  at  Large  in  the  Commons  for  this  Currant  year, 
being  Sufficiently  wringed  in  the  nofe. 

Voted  that  no  Perfon  Shall  have  Liberty  to  Set  a 
Tramel  Nett  (So  called)  within  half  a  mile  of  the  mouth 
of  the  Rivulett. 

1728 
Feb.  3 — Voted  that  if  any  person  att  this  meeting  or 
att  any  Town  Meeting  to  be  holden  hereafter,  by  the  in- 
habitants of  this  Towne,  shall  prefume  to  speak  in  town 
meeting  without  the  Liberty  of  the  Moderator  shall  pay 
a  fine  of  twenty  shillings  to  the  town  Treafury. 

Voated  and  the  Town  Grants  Liberty  to  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  this  Town  to  Improve  all  trees  (Sawmill  Loggs 
only  Excepted)  that  are  now  fallen  Down  or  aired  dead, 
in  the  Sequeftered  Land  or  Sheep  Commons,  for  their  own 
ufe,  or  the  uf e  of  any  other  Inhabitants  of  this  Town  only. 

Voated  that  no  Pine  or  Spruce  Timber  Trees  fitt  for 
a  Sawmill  Logg  Shall  be  felled  or  Gotten  in  the  Sequeftered 
Lands  or  Sheep  commons  in  this  Town  Ship  without 
License  firft  had  and  obtained  in  writing  under  the  hands 
of  the  Com'tt.  hereafter  named,  Vis't.  Mr.  Samuel  Allyn, 
Serg't.  Job  Loomis  and  John  Palmer  or  Either  Two  of 
them  for  the  South  side  the  Rivulett,  John  Stoughton 
Dan'l  Bisfell,  Jun'r.  and  Serg't.  Peletriah  Allyn  or  Either 
Two  of  them  for  the  North  Side  the  Rivulett,  Serg't  Jo- 
seph Phelps,  Serg't.  Joseph  Porter  and  Will'm  Stoughton 
or  Either  Two  of  them  to  give  License  on  the  East  side  of 
the  Great  River  and  the  said  Com'tt.  are  hereby  directed 
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to  take  care  they  give  no  such  License  to  get  any  timber 
but  what  is  needfull  for  building,  for  the  Inhabitants  of 
their  Town  only,  and  are  also  Defired  and  fully  Im- 
powered  in  the  name  of  the  Town,  to  Prefent  in  the  Law 
to  final  Judgment,  any  perfon  or  perfons  that  shall  tref- 
pasf  on  said  Lands,  in  Doing  Contrary  to  this  act  or  the 
Laws  of  this  Colony  Refpecting  Timber. 

Voated  and  ordered  by  the  Town  that  no  underwood, 
Timber,  Candle  wood  or  Limbs  of  Trees  that  are  now 
Dead  or  Living  (in  the  Sequeftered  Lands  or  Sheep  Com- 
mons shall  be  cutt,  felled  or  carried  away  for  the  making 
of  Cole  or  Tarr,  unlefs  the  perfon  or  perfons  felling.  Cut- 
ting or  Carrying  away  the  Same  Shall  firft  pay  or  oblige 
himself  in  writing  to  pay  to  Mr.  Sam'l.  Strong,  Treafur,  for 
the  Town,  the  Sum  of  Five  Shillings  Ye  Load  forevery 
Load  that  Shall  be  carteti  to,  or  put  in  any  Kiln  or  Kilns 
Whatsofer  and  such  perfon  Shall  be  again  paid  back  for 
so  much  as  he  shall  make  it  appear  to  the  Treafur  he  heth 
Delivered  the  Cole  to  the  Smiths  Liveing  and  working  in 
this  Town. 

Voated  that  no  oak  trees  or  Logg  fit  for  boards  or 

Plank  be  cut  down  or  Carried  to  any  Sawmill that 

no  Hoop-poles  shall  be  cutt  down  or  felled without 

a  Licence  from  the  Committee  aforesaid. 

1730 
Town  Meeting  Jan.  25,  1730 

To  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Windsor  at  their  town 
Meeting  April  28th,  1730 

Whereas  the  former  Survey  of  the  200  acres.  Com- 
monly called  Bifsels  farm,  made  by  John  Porter  and  Sam- 
uel Grant,  is  so  unintilegable  that  it  is  Dificult  for  us  the 
proprietors  thereof,  to  know  the  Truth  of  our  Bounds, 
and  for  as  much  as  we  Bound  on  three  sides  on  Se- 
queftered Lands  for  Town  Commons,  wee  Defire  the  In- 
habitants at  their  prefent  meeting  would  appoint  a 
Commtte  to  Survey  and  Lay  out  Said  200  Acres  at  our 
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Coft  and  we  shall  ever  pray  Josiah  Rockwel 

John  Grant 
the  prayer  of  the  above  Petitioners  was  Granted  the 
day  abovefd  and  Cap't.  Henry  Allyn   &  L.  Roger  New- 
berry  &   Lt.  Joseph  Phelps  was  Chofen  a   Committe  to 
survey  the  same. 

1733 
Dec.  4 — voted  there  shall  be  25  lbs,  in  money  drawn 
out  of  the  Town  Treasury  in  order  to  have  a  free  ferry 
kept  across  the  great  river  at  Scantick  for  the  space  of 
one  year  for  all  the  inhabitants  of  Windsor. 

1761 

Although  a  proposal  to  build  a  bridge  over  the  Farm- 
ington  River  was  voted  down  in  a  town  meeting  in  1744, 
the  idea  itself  would  not  dow^n.  The  ferry  facilities  over 
the  ''littel  river"  became  more  inadequate  each  year,  and 
the  demand  for  a  bridge  finally  took  definite  form  in  1761. 

The  religious  scruples  of  the  early  settlers,  it  appears 
from  the  town  records,  did  not  bar  them  from  resorting 
to  a  lottery  as  a  means  of  financing  the  project.  When 
a  committee  of  leading  citizens  was  appointed  "to  Confult 
Som  Meathod  for  Building  a  New  Bridge  a  Croft  the 
Littel  Rivulet"  the  outcome  was  an  application  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  for  a  grant  for  a  lottery  to  raise  the  250 
pounds  required.  The  plan  was  authorized  and  the 
bridge  built. 

Records  bearing  on  this  and  other  developments  in 
Ye  Ancient  Town  in  the  years  immediately  prceeding  the 
Revolutionary  War  follow: 

Dec.  1,  1761— Voated:— That  Doct.  Alexander  Wol- 
cott,  Wm.  Wolcott,  Esq.,  Capt.  Jonah  Bisell  Capt.  Pelatiah 
Mill  &  Capt.  Benjamin  Grifwold  be  a  Committee  to  Look 
into  the  Surcumftances  of  the  Bridge  Acroft  the  Littel 
River  and  to  Confult  Som  Meathod  for  Building  a  New 
Bridge  a  Croft  Said  Rivulet  or  for  Makeing  Som  other 
Provifion  for  Crofing  said  River  and  Make  Report  thereof 
at  the  Next  Meeting. 
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1762 
Jan.  6,  1762 — Voted  to  apply  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly in  May  next  by  our  agent  to  get  a  Grant  for  a  lottery 
to  raise  the  sum  of  250  pounds  money  to  build  a  bridge 
across  the  little  river. 

29th  day  of  March — Voted  that  the  Town  will  take 
of  all  the  tickets  of  the  Lottery  granted  for  building  a 
bridge  across  said  Windsor  little  river  that  are  not  sold 
by  the  first  day  of  Oct.  next. 

1767 
PROFANE  SWEARING 

To  Henry  Allyn  Esq  Justis  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  Hart- 
ford County  In  Coms  We  the  Subfcribers  Informing  Offi- 
cers for  the  Town  of  Hartford  in  Hartford  County  and 

upon  there  Oaths  Doath  Pref  ent  that  one  Jonah 

of  Said  Windsor  on  or  aboute  the  month  of  October  in  the 
year  1767  Did  in  a  Qurling  and  in  a  Tumulous  Behaver 

Did  Tel  his  Brother that  he  was  a  Damb 

Liayr  Wich  is  a  Sin  Contereary  to  the  Law  of  this  Colony 
and  the  Peace  of  our  Lord  the  King  Dated  at  Windsor 
this  28th  Day  December  A.D.  1767. 

Phin  Willson  Constable 
John  Dewey  granjuror 
Witness    Daniel  Phelps  the  2d 
John  Phelps  the  5th 
Jese  Neegors 
The  penalty  for  profane  swearing  was  a  fine  of  six 
shillings.     Offenders  unable  to  pay  this  fine  had  to  sit  in 
the  stocks  from  one  to  three  hours  and  pay  the  cost  of 
their  presecution. 

1767 
EAST  WINDSOR  PETITIONS  FOR  SEPARATION 

To  the  Selectmen  of  Windsor  in  the  County  of  Hartford 

Whereas  the  Town  of  Windsor  is  very  large  and  of 
great  extent  east  and  we^t  and  lies  partly  on  the  west  and 
partly  on  the  east  side  of  the  great  River  w^h  makes  it 
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very  difficult  for  the  Inhabitants  to  attend  the  publick 
meetings  of  s^  Town  &  utterly  Impossible  to  take  proper 
care  of  the  publick  affairs  of  the  Town  &  therefore  we 
)the  Subscfbers  Inhabitants  of  s^^  Town  would  humbly 
move  that  the  Select  men  of  s^  Windsor  would  cause 
legal  warning  to  be  given  to  the  Inhabitants  of  s^  Windsor 
to  meet  at  the  Meeting  House  of  ye  first  Society  in  Said 
Windsor  on  the  first  Monday  of  December  next  then  & 
there  to  consider  whether  they  will  vote  to  divide  Said 
Town  of  Windsor  at  the  great  River  into  tvv'o  Towns  & 
apply  to  the  General  Assembly  in  May  next  for  an  Act 
for  that  Purpose. 

Dated  at  Windsor  October  2d  1767 

Wm  Wolcott 
Erastus  Wolcott 
Joseph  Newberry 
Zeb  King- 
Benjamin  Newberry 
Thomas  Foster 
Amasa  Loomis 
Joel  Lomis 
Nathll  Lomis 
Samuel  Pinney 
Samuel  Gibbs 
Abrm  Foster 
Nathan  Day 
Noah  Bissell 
William  Bissell 
East  Windsor  was   made   a   separate  town   in   May, 
1768.     It  included  Ellington  and  South  Windsor.     Elling- 
ton was  incorporated      a   separate   town   in   May,    1786. 
South  Windsor  was  taken  from  East  Windsor  and  incor- 
porated as  a  town  in  May,  1845. 

1769 
HOW  THE  TOWN   HANDLED   TRANSIENTS 
To  Levi  Jones  a  Transient  Person  Now  Residing  in  Wind- 
sor in  Hartford  County 
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1769 
A  WARNING  TO  TRANSIENTS 
We  the  Subscribers  Hereunto  Select  Men  for  the 
Town  of  Windsor  Aforesaid  for  the  Currant  Year  Do 
Hereby  warn  and  Order  you  fourthwith  to  Depart  Out  of 
and  Leve  the  Town  of  Windsor  you  Not  Being  Hear  Any 
Lawfull  Inhabitant  and  upon  your  Nglect  or  Refusal  to 
Comply  Here  with  you  May  Depend  upon  the  Execution 
of  the  Law  of  this  Colony  Entitled  an  Act  for  the  Admis- 
sion of  Inhabitants  into  Town  &c  as  in  Colony  Law  Book 
Page  99.  &  So  on  May  Appear,  and  Not  to  Return  into 
Said  Town  of  Windsor  Any  More  to  Make  it  your  Place 
of  Abode,  Without  proper  Admittance  According  to  Said 
Statute  Law   Dated   at  Windsor  this   30^^  Day   of  June 

Anno  Dom  1769 

To  Either  of  the  Constables  ] 
of  the  Town  of  Windsor  Af ores^  j 
to  Serve  and  Return  to  .  .  .  )- 
Josiah  Bissel  Esqi"  Just.  Peac  | 
in  &  for  Hartford  County  ....  J 

Josiah  Phelps       ] 
per  Order  of  William   Manley    }  Select 

Henry  Allyn         J    Men 

1771 
A  DISTURBANCE  OF  THE  PEACE 

(Page  34  Henry  Allen's  Book  of  Records) 
At  a  Court  Holden  in  Windsor  in  Hartford  County  on 
the  5th  Day  of  September  Anho  Dom.  1771  Prefent 
Henry  Allyn  Juffs  Peace  in  and  for  County  of  Hartford, 
Ruben  Elfsworth,  &  Elizabeth  Elfsworth  His  Wife  Lydia 
the  wife  of  Elijah  Denslow  Abigail  the  Wife  of  Thomas 
Hayden  Submit  Parfon  Mary  Allyn  Wido  and  Martha 
Phelps  Single  Woman  All  of  Said  Windsor  Were  arrefted 
and  Brought  Before  Said  Court  to  Answer  to  a  complaint 
againft  them  made  by  Jonah  Barber  of  Said  Windfor 
Grand  juror  of  Our  Lord  the  King  &  upon  his  oath  Pre- 
fenting  that  they  unlawfully  afsembled  them  Selves  To- 
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gether  to  Difturb  the  Peace  of  our  Lord  the  King  and 
Efpecially  the  Houfe  and  family  of  One  Return  Strong 
of  Said  Windfor. 

Then  and  their  Being  in  the  Peace  of  Our  Lord  the 
King  and  Being  So  Afsembled  then  and  their  in  the  Eve- 
ning of  the  SameDay  Being  armed  and  Prepared  with  a 
Certain  Drum  &   Horn  &  Torch  of  fire   &   other  Inftru- 
ments  and  Weapons  of  Terror  in  a  Routous  &  Tumultu- 
ous Manner  They  marched  and  went  in  a  Body  or  Com- 
pany Together  Two   &   Near  the  Dwelling  House  of  sd 
Strong  &  then  &  their  Continued  to  Pafs  &  Repafs  by  & 
Near  his  Said  Dwelling  Houfe  for  the  Space  of  One  Hour 
all  that  Time  Beating  Said  Drum  &  Blowing  with  horn  & 
with  torches  of  fire  Burning  with  a  tumultuous  and  Offen- 
sive Manner  to  the  Great  Terrour  and  Dif  quiet  of  Return 
Strong  &  his  family  and  other  of  His  Majesties  Good  Sub- 
jects, or  by  Said  Complaint  on  file     May  More  fully  Ap- 
pear To   Which  Said   Complaint  they  the   Said   Ruben, 
Elizabeth,  Lydia  Abigail  Submit  Mary  &  Martha  Sevorally 
pleaded  Not  Guilty,  the  Evidances  Being  Taken  upon  the 
Side  of  the  King  the  Delinquent  moved  for  an  Adjurnment 
for  Reason  of  their  Want  of  further  Evidances  which  was 
Granted,  and  Said  Court  was  adjurned  to  the  firft  Mon- 
day of  November,  Next  at  3  of  the  clock  after  Noon.     At 
a  Court  Held  in  Windfor  by  Adjurnment  on  the  firft  Mon- 
day of  November  1771.     The  above  Named  Delinquent 
appeared  by  their  Attorney  and  Profecuted  thear  Plea 
of  no  Guilty  the  Parties  and  Evidance  Being  Heard  at 
Larg  and  the  Cafe  Confidered  it  is  the  oppinion  of  this 
Court  that  the  Said  Ruben  Elfsworth  is  Not   Guilty  as 
Complained  of  But  that  He  pay  Cost  of  Profecution  al- 
low^ to  be  3/6/3     and  that  the  Said  Elizabeth  the  wife  of 
Said  Ruben  Elfsworth  &  Lydia  the  wife  of  Elija  Denflow 
&  Abigail  the  Wife  of  Thomas  Hayden  &  Submit  Parsons 
&  Mary  Allyn  Wido  &  Martha  Phelps  Single  Woman  are 
Each  of  them  Guilty  of  Doing  the  Facts  Complained  of 
and  thereupon  are  centenfed  and  Ordered  Each  of  them 
to  Pay  unto  Return  Strong  Treasurer  for  the   Town   of 
Winfor  as  a  fine  for  ther  Breaking  the  Peace  the  Sum  of 
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Two  Shillings  Lawful  Money  to  be  dispofed  of  as  the 
Law  Directs.  Together  with  Cost  of  Profecution  Allow^ 
to  be  Three  Shilling  and  Six  Pence  Three  farthing  Lawful 
Money  for  Each  one  to  Pay. 

Whoever  disturbed  or  broke  the  peace  was  liable  to 
pay  to  the  party  injured  just  damages  and  also  pay  such 
fine  as  the  judge  in  his  case  should  determine  to  be  just 
and  reasonable. 

1775 
CALLING  A  PASTOR 

Windsor,  October  16th,  1775. 

To  the  firft  Society  in  Windfor. 

Gent.  Your  Vote  of  the  Sixth  day  of  Sept.  laft  relative 
to  the  Stipulated  Sum  and  other  Confiderations 
perticularly  expressed  in  said  vote,  as  encourage^ 
ment  for  my  taking  the  paftoral  care  and  charge 
of  your  Chh.  and  Society,  I  have  maturely  to  con- 
sider and  must  think  them  inadiquate  for  the  pro- 
pof ed  purpof e ;  But  relying  upon  it  that  you  mean 
and  intend  a  decent  and  comfortable  fupport  and 
confidering  your  propofsed  uninimity,  I  do  here- 
by accept  of  your  invitation  and  clofe  with  your 
propofal  chearfully  taking  upon  me  the  paftoral 
relation  of  your  Chh.  and  Society,  depending  upon 
the  power  of  Divine  grace,  the  aid  and  afsistance 
of  the  blefsed  Spirit  of  God  to  enable  me  faithfully 
and  impartially  to  discharge  the  refpective  duties 
of  a  minister  of  the  new  Teftament  To  Which 
office  I  have  solemnly  been  set  apart  according 
to  Apoftolic  Direction,  and  am  yours  in  the  faith 
and  fellowship  of  the  Gospel. 

David  Rowland. 

1775 
WINDSOR  IN  THE  REVOLUTION 
Before  the  first  gun  of  the  Revolution  was  fired  on 
Lexington  Green,  April  19,  1775,  Windsor  was  already  ac- 
tively and  effectively  engaged  in  giving  material  support 
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to  the  Massachusetts  patriots  in  their  resistance  to  British 
oppression.  When  the  British  government  attempted  to 
starve  the  people  of  Boston  into  submission  because  of 
their  part  in  the  famous  Boston  Tea  Party,  Windsor's  at- 
titude was  promptly  shown  by  the  following  communi- 
cation addressed  to  Jonathan  Mason  of  Boston. 

Windsor,   March  20,   1775. 
Mr.  Jonathan  Mason, 

Sir:  We  being  appointed  by  this  town  to  receive 
donations  for  the  poor  of  Boston,  and  as  we  understand 
you  are  one  to  receive  them,  have  directed  Capt.  Smith 
to  deliver  you  what  grain  we  have  collected  for  that  pur- 
pose, viz.,  391  bushels  rye,  891/2  bushels  corn,  and  half 
barrel  of  pork. 

We  are  your  humble  servants, 

James  Hooker. 
Oliver  Mather. 

Two  days  later  a  similar  communication  was  sent 
''To  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  in  Boston"  by  William 
Wolcott  representing  a  committee  for  the  daughter  town 
of  East  Windsor. 

When  the  news  of  the  ''Lexington  Alarm"  reached 
Windsor  it  took  but  a  few  hours  for  Capt.  Nathaniel 
Hayden,  Jr.,  to  organize  an  "alarm  party"  of  24  men  and 
start  for  the  relief  of  Boston.  From  East  Windsor  4  com- 
panies of  "alarm  men"  totaling  148  men  were  organized 
for  the  same  purpose  under  the  command  of  Captains 
Lemuel  Stoughton,  leader  of  the  Scantic  Train  Band, 
Amasa  Loomis,  with  the  South  Parish  Train  Band,  Mat- 
thew Grant,  with  the  Wapping  Train  Band,  and  Charles 
Ellsworth,  with  the  Ellington  Train  Band. 

It  was  learned,  however,  that  the  situation  at  Boston 
was  not  so  critical  as  to  demand  the  immediate  presence 
of  these  men  and  in  a  few  weeks  most  of  them  had  re- 
turned to  their  homes. 

How  the  expense  of  this  expedition  was  met  is  shown 
by  the  following  records  taken  from  the  original  docu- 
ments referring  to  Captain  Hayden's  Company.     The  first 
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document  shows  how  the  money  was  collected  from  the 
treasurer  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut.  The  second  shows 
how  it  was  paid  to  the  men  of  Capt.  Hayden's  Company 
by  the  selectmen  of  Windsor. 

Colony  of  Connecticut  to  Select  men  of  Windsor  for 
Expense  of  Capt.  Nathi.  Hayden  &  Company  in  ye 
Late  Alarm  Dr. 

1775  April  To  Wages  of  Officers  &  men  Private  L  17"16"4 
To  Billeting  Do.  254  Days  @  1/6....     19"   1"0 

To  horse  hire  1450  miles  @  /2d 12"   1"8 

To  forage  for  Do.  102  Days  @  /9d....     3"16"6 
To  provision  caried  &  D^.  To  Com- 
pany which  ye  Company  rec^  None 

off 15"  7"6 

To  transporting  ye  same  as  the  Com- 
pany reed  no  Provision 8"  0"0 


76"  3"0 
Deducted  for  Billeting  at  Colony  Ex- 
pense 5  men  85  Days — @    1/6 6''   7"6 


69"15"6 

June  30*1^  1775  Rec^.  an  Order  on  the  Treasurer  for  Sixty 
Nine  pounds  fifteen  Shillings  and  Sixpence  in  full  of  this 
Acct. 

Capt.  pr  Day     4/ 

Lt 2/8 

Ensn 2/ 

Srjt  1/7 

Corpri .-     1/51/2 

Privete   1/4 

Windsor  July  17th  Day  Anno  Dom  1775  Then  We 
the  Subscribers  Did  Receive  of  Henry  Allyn  Esq.  the  Sums 
Annexed  to  Each  of  Our  Names  Being  the  Sums  Allowed 
to  Each  of  us  for  Our  Services  Done  in  and  for  Connecticut 
Colony  in  the  Late  Alarm  at  Boston  &c  as  was  Allowd  by 
the  Committee  of  the  Paytable  for  Said  Colony  and  Reed 
by  Said  Allyn  as  One  of  the  Select  Men  of  Windsor 
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L  s  d 

Capt  Nath^l  Hayden  2  3  0 

Natl  Hayden  Juni". 
Corpi  Cornelious  Russell  1  5  4     2 

David  Els  worth 
Ezra  Hayden  14  9 

Sergt  Isaac  Hayden 
Ruben  Denslow  16  0 

Reuben  Denslow 
John  Allyn  Junr.  14  9 

John  Allyn  Junr. 
John  Allyn  0        19  0 

John  Allyn 
Elijah  Stoughton  2         0  0 

Elijah  Stoughton 
Ser^t  Sami.  Wing  1        11  0 

Sami.  Wing 

pr,  Nathi.  Hayden  Junr. 
Sami.  Gibbs  2         2  6 

Sami.  Gibbs 
William  Davies  2       13  1 

William  Davis 
Lemuel  Welch  2        13  1 

Nathi  Hayden  Junr. 
Ebenezr  Woolworth  2       13  1 

Jabez  Haskell 
William  Parsons  2       13  1 

Josiah  BilTell 
Wm.  Thrall  Junr.  9        19  0 

Wm.  Thrall  Jr. 
GershemWeft,  1        16       10 

Gershom  West 
Oliver  Lee  14         9 

Josiah  Bifsell 
Oliver  Hayden  0       16         0 

Oliver  Heydon 
John  Roberts  2  2  6 

John  Roberts 
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Ebzr.  Fitch  BilTel  0        19  0 

Eb.  Fitch  BilTell 
David  Thrall  14  9 

David  Thrall 
Martin  Denslow  14  9 

Martin  Denslow 
Eleazer  Gaylord  14  9 

Nath  Gaylord 
Thomas  Hayden  16  9 

Thomas  Hayden 

In  December,  1775,  Dr.  Alexander  Wolcott,  Capt. 
James  Hooker,  Capt.  Josiah  Phelps,  Ensign  Jonathan 
Filley,  Jacob  Griswold,  Josiah  Bissell,  Roger  Newberry, 
Henry  Allen,  Esq.,  and  Lieut.  Pelatiah  Mills  were  appoint- 
ed a  Vigilance  Committee  to  ascertain  whether  or  not 
every  man  in  the  tov^n  was  loyal  to  the  patriot  cause. 

Windsor's  men  were  not  found  wanting  in  loyalty, 
devotion,  or  sacrifice.  At  least  four  hundred  forty  eight 
who  were  natives  of  or  enlisted  from  the  ancient  town  on 
the  West  side  of  the  river  and  five  hundred  twenty  seven 
-from  the  parishes  of  East  Windsor  rendered  service  on 
fields  of  action  stretching  from  Quebec  on  the  North  to 
Yorktown  on  the  South. 

July  4,  1776,  Hezekiah  Hayden,  then  with  the  army 
in  New  York,  wrote  to  his  father  and  mother  in  Windsor, 
"Let  us  animate  and  encourage  each  other,  and  show  to 
the  whole  world  that  a  freeman  contending  for  liberty  on 
his  own  ground,  is  superior  to  any  slavish  mercenary  on 
earth." 

By  the  time  this  letter  was  written  most  of  the  able 
bodied  men  w^ere  in  the  army.  Out  of  nine  families  who 
made  up  the  settlement  at  Pine  Meadow  (now  Windsor 
Locks)  the  heads  of  eight  had  enlisted  and  Samuel  Coy, 
the  other  one,  enlisted  in  1777.  All  the  lead  in  the  town 
was  bought  up  for  the  army.  Not  a  clock  was  left  running 
in  Windsor  because  all  the  weights  had  been  taken  for 
bullets.  The  following  record  helps  tell  the  story:  ''Lead 
delivered  to  the  Towns  Men,  1776,  clock  wight  lead." 
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Captain  Stoughton 

18   poui 

Captain  Ellsworth, 

30 

Rev.  Mr.  Hinsdale, 

13 

Josiah  Allyn, 

28 

David  Ellsworth,  Jr. 

24 

Daniel  Hayden, 

24 

John  Allyn, 

14 

In  May,  1776,  the  General  Assembly  of  Connecticut 
ordered  the  Selectmen  in  the  towns  of  Connecticut  to  take 
a  census  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  the  following  Sep- 
tember. The  census  returns  for  Windsor  show  the  results 
in  four  parishes,  the  Old  Parish,  North  Windsor,  the  Po- 
quonock  Parish,  and  the  Wintonbury  Parish.  The  follow- 
ing list  of  inhabitants  was  returned : 

Males  under  ten  years  299 

Females  under  ten  years  302 

Males  between  ten  and  twenty  years,  married  7 

Males  between  ten  and  twenty  years,  single....      242 
Females  between  ten  and  twenty  years,  married  7 

Females  between  ten  and  twenty  years,  single      219 
Males    between    twenty    and    seventy    years, 

married  325 

Males    between    twenty    and    seventy    years, 

single 134 

Females   between  twenty   and   seventy   years, 

married  319 

Females  between  twenty   and   seventy   years, 

single 157 

Males  above  seventy  years,  married  22 

Males  above  seventy  years,  single  19 

Females  above  seventy  years,  married  15 

Females  above  seventy  years,  single  14 

Negro  males  under  twenty  years 9 

Negro  females  under  twenty  years  8 

Negro  males  above  twenty  years  14 

Negro  females  above  twenty  years 6 

Indian  males  under  twenty  years  2 

Indian  females  under  twenty  years  :.  2 
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Indian  males  above  twenty  years  0 

Indian  females  above  tv^enty  years  2 

Total   2,124 

The  following  excerpts  from  the  records  give  glimpses 
of  the  folks  at  home  struggling  to  support  their  soldiers 
in  the  army: 

"At  a  town  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Windsor,  lawfully  warned  and  held  in  Windsor,  the 
22d  of  April,  1777,  for  the  purpose  of  doing  the  following 
business,  viz :  1st,  To  see  what  method  the  town  will  take 
to  encourage  the  proportion  of  soldiers  assigned  to  the 
town  of  Windsor  to  enlist  into  the  Continental  Army,  ta 
supply  the  quota  assigned  to  this  town. 
"2d,  To  choose  a  committee  to  provide  necessaries  for  the 
families  of  all  those  persons  belonging  to  the  town  of 
Windsor  that  shall  enlist  into  the  Continental  Army  at  the 
price  as  stated  by  Law,  and  at  said  meeting  Doct.  Alex. 
Wolcott  chosen  Moderator  for  said  meeting. 

"To  raise  a  Rate  or  tax  upon  the  list  of  the  poles 
and  rateable  estate  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Windsor,  made  and  computed  for  August  20,  1776,  of  sa 
much  money  upon  the  Pound  as  Will  raise  Thirty  pound 
Lawful  money  for  each  able  bodied  effective  man  that 
belongs  to  the  town  of  Windsor  that  has  already  enlisted 
into  the  Eight  Battalions,  including  what  they  have  al- 
ready received  as  private  encouragement  for  enlisting,  and 
are  now  actually  in  service  in  the  Continental  Army,  or 
that  shall  enlist  into  either  of  the  Eight  Battalions 
ordered  to  be  raised  in  the  State  of  Connecticut  for  Con- 
tinental Service  on  or  before  the  30th  day  of  April  instant, 
at  12  of  the  clock  on  the  same  day.  Provided  that  not  a 
larger  number  than  79  soldiers  that  shall  enlist  including- 
the  number  already  inlisted,  the  first  79  soldiers  that  shall 
enlist  shall  receive  said  sum,  which  said  sum  shall  be  paid 
to  each  soldier  that  has  already  enlisted  or  that  shall  en- 
list before  said  30th  day  of  April,  inst.  at  12  of  the  clock 
on  said  day,  until  said  number  be  made  up." 


ANCIENT   WINDSOR  59 

The  census  of  1776  showed  only  fourteen  Negro  men 
more  then  twenty  years  of  age.  Later  documents  show 
several  of  these  serving  in  the  army.  The  following 
records  tell  the  story  of  one  of  them : 

Windsor  June  10th  day  1777  These  May  Certify  All 
whom  it  May  Concern  That  Edward  ...  a  Negro  Man 
Belonging  to  the  Rev.  M^*.  David  Sherman  Rowland  of 
Said  Windsor  Did  on  the  Day  Above  Said  Inlist  Himself 
as  a  Privet  Soldier  in  to  the  Continental  Army  and  in  the 
Company  under  the  Command  of  Me  the  Subscriber  and 
to  Serve  for  the  Term  of  the  war  .  .  .  or  Dureing  the  War 
Which  Company  Belongs  to  One  of  Eight  Battalions  to  be 
Raised  by  the  State  of  Connecticut 

Certifyed  F^.  Abner  Prior   Cap* 

Certified  on  the  back  as  follows : 
Windsor  August  ye  8th  1777  Then  I  ye  Subscriber 
did  Receive  and  order  of  ye  Select  men  of  Windsor  upon 
ye  Treasuror  of  S«^  Town  for  ye  Sum  of  Thirty  pounds 
money  payable  two  Days  after  Sight  thearof  on  account 
of  my  Negro  man  Edward  Inlisting  into  Continental  army 
as  within  Certifyed  S<^  Sum  being  in  Complyance  with  a 
Vote  of  this  Town  to  Give  to  Each  able  body  man  y* 
Should  Inlist  into  Either  of  ye  Eight  Battalions  of  ye 
Continental  troops  to  be  raised  by  ye  State  of  Connecticut 
to  make  up  ye  Quota  of  men  assigned  to  ye  town  of  Wind- 
sor and  Now  in  case  S^  Edward  Negro  man  do  not  pass 
Muster  and  answer  for  one  of  ye  Soldiers  assigned  for  ye 
quota  of  Men  assigned  to  ye  Town  of  Windsor  I  Promise 
g  to  Pay  S^  Thirty  pounds  money  back  to 

^3  ye  Teasuror  of  S^  Town  with  ye  Law- 
•^  o  full  Interest  for  ye  Same  till  the  whole 
'S  '3  be  paid  as  Witness  my  hand  the  Day 
^       =3         abouv  S^. 

^  David  Rowland 

December  28th,  1780 
Ned  Nigro  Was  Sold  to  Cap^.  Prior 
From  me  and  I  took  it  that  he  Was 
Returned  for  part  of  the  quota  for 
the  town  of  Windsor 

David  Rowland 
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AMMUNITION 

The  State  to  Selectmen  of  Windsor  Dr. 

1777     To  376  b.  2  oz.  Lead  a  9  d.                 L  14.     2.      1, 

Running  do  into  Ball  a  10/pb  1.   17.     6. 

Select  Mens  Time  about  do  6  Days  a  6/  1.   16. 
Do  Inspects.  &  Transports  Salt  Pete 

P  Bill  .8      1. 


25.   16.     7. 


Journey  to  Hartford  to  Settle  & 
pays,  out  Money  12 

A  True  Copy  as  alR  at  Pay  Table  Oct.  23^.  1777 
pr  O.  Ellsworth  one  of  Comtte. 
The  above  Select  Men  have  this  day  produced  & 
lodged    Rects.     &     have    Credit    accordingly    for 
4,6471/2  lb.  Salt  Pete  dd.  at  the  Powder  Mill.     Oct. 
23ci.  1777 

pi-  O.  Ellsworth  Come.  Pay  Table 

FOOD 

Voated  to  Raise  a  Rate  or  Tax  of  12/  on  the  Pound 
on  the  List  of  the  Poles  and  Rateable  Estate  of  the  Inhab- 
itants of  the  Town  of  Windsor  made  and  computed  for 
Aug.  20,  1779,  to  Defray  the  six  pence  on  the  Pound  on 
said  List  Ordered  by  the  General  Assembly  at  their  last 
Session  to  be  Paid  in  Beafe,  Pork  or  Flower  at  the  Several 
Prices  mentioned  in  said  Act,  and  every  Person  that  shall 
Pay  his  Tax  of  Six  Pence  on  the  Pound  above  mentione^i, 
in  either  of  the  Articles  mentioned  in  Said  Act  by  the 
Time  Limited  in  Said  Act  for  the  Delivery  of  said  Article 
it  shall  fully  Pay  and  Satisfy  Said  12  Pence  on  the  Pound 
on  Said  List  as  Aforesaid. 

Voated  that  John  Allyn  and  Oliver  Mather  be  a  commitee 
to  take  care  and  obtain  the  Salt  and  Procure  Barrels  and 
a  Sufficent  Number  to  contain  the  Pork,  Beafe  and  Flower 
Mentioned  and  Pack  and  Salt  the  same. 

Surveys  of  the  town  were  made  to  see  how  much 
grain  each  man  had  produced.     If  a  man  had  produced 
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more  than  the  quota  allowed  for  his  family  the  author- 
ities took  the  surplus  and  sold  it  or  used  it  for  the  army. 
If  another  man  had  less  than  his  quota  he  could  buy  from 
the  town  enough  to  make  up  the  deficiency.  An  excerpt 
from  one  of  the  survey  sheets  showing  four  names  under 
the  letter  "A"  reads  as  follows: 


>, 

^ 

i:: 

& 

rS* 

73 

1 

pq 

1 

OJ 

f— 1 

o 

o  ^ 

^ 

cu 

^  fa 

ID 

§ 

1 

11 

CD 

1 

P5 

■-s 
5 

1 

S 

& 
3 
W 

lyt.  Josiah  Allyn 

5 

7-16! 10-16  22-16 

132  116    84 

25 

67-24 

27-24 

Saml  W  Allyn 

9 

4-27 

208        1  39 

152 

24-16 

47-16 

John    AUyn 

8 

1     1         34 

|420 

140 

47-24 

16-  8 

John  Allyn  Jr 

4 

1     6          6 

|45 

84 

18-16 

13-16 

The  allowance  for  each  person  at  the  time  this  survey 
was  made  was  8  bushels.  Lt.  Allyn's  allowance  for  a 
family  of  five  was  40  bushels.  Hence,  having  67  bushels 
and  24  quarts  as  his  "own  property,"  his  surplus  was  27 
bushels  and  24  quarts.  The  other  three  families  showed 
a  deficiency. 

FOOD 

A  family  report  of  the  stock  of  provisions  on  hand : 
A  return  of  Provisions  &c  in  the  possession  of  Alex^ 
Wolcott  July  1th  1780 

Viz  Salt  more  than  two  Bushells — none 

Rum  more  than  one  Hund^i  Gal — none 

Beef  and  Pork  more  than  two  Barrels — none 

Wheat — Flower — 6  Bushells 

Rye — 6  Bushells 

Indian  Corn  23  Bushells 
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The  Family  consists  of  nine   persons     George  Wol- 
cotts  family  who  live  on  the  same  Stock  contains  three 
persons — 
Windsor  July  5th  1730  Alex  Wolcott 

CERTIFICATE  SHOWING  RIGHT  TO  PURCHASE 
These  May  Certify  that  Samuel  Rouse  is  Deficient  in 
the  Quantity  of  Grain  Allowd  Him  for  the  Allowance  of 
Himself  and  family  is  fourty  Eight  Bushels  accounting  is 
as  Indian  Corn.  According  to  the  Return  by  him  Made 
To  En'  Phenihas  Wilson 

Certifyed  p^"  Henry  Allen  Register 
On  the  back  of  this  certificate  is  the  following: 
Reed  of  Phinehas  Wilson  One  Bushel  of  Indian  Corn — 

Samul  Rouse 

Every  bushel  of  grain  received  by  the  Selectmen  had 

to  be  accounted  for  both  when  it  was  received  and  when 

it  was  sold.     The  following  receipt  and  certificates  show 

how  it  was  done : 

February  21st  Day  ADom  1780 
Then  Reed  of  Henry  Allyn  Two  Hundred  and  Seventy 
Dollars  in  Continental  Money  it  Being  for  Nine  Bushells 
of  Ry  that  I  the  Subscriber  or  my  Brother  Timothy  Let 
Capt"  Abner  Prior  Have  About  Six  Weeks  a  go  which  Sum 
is  in  full  for  the  Same 

Reed  by  Me  Daniel  phelps 

.  These  Certify  that  Capt  Hezh  Russel  hath  Delivd 
Three  Hundd  bushels  of  Rye  &  Corn,  one  bb.  Pork  &  two 
Casks  of  Flower  in  Lyme,  which  is  Disposd  of  for  the  use 
of  Inhabitants  of  The  Town  of  Lyme,  &  for  Soldiers 
Families 

Lyme  Api,  12th  1779  Abel  Hall       ] 

Samel.  Selden  [  Select 
Daniel   Lord    f     Men 
Seth  Ely  J  of  Lyme 

Windsor  June  15th  A  Dom  1779 

Then  I  Jonathan  Bissell  Did  This  Day  Above  Said  Pur- 
chas  of  Henry  Allyn  Two  Bushells  of  Indian  Corn  Which 
is  Indorsed  on  A  Surtificate  from  East  Windsor  Town  Clerk 

Jonathan  Bisell 
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CLOTHING 

Dec.  1777  Voated  that  the  Select  Men  of  this  Town 
Purchase  or  Procure  as  soon  as  may  be  upon  the  Best 
Terms  that  they  can  So  many  of  the  Sendry  Articles  of 
cloathing  as  Requested  by  the  Governor  and  Council  of 
^afty  at  their  meeting  at  Lebanon  upon  the  12th  of  Sep- 
tember Last  as  are  now  wanting  to  make  up  the  Quota 
assigned  to  the  Town  of  Windsor  for  the  Non  Commission 
officers  and  Soldiers  Raised  for  the  Quota  of  Soldiers  as- 
signed for  the  Town  of  Windsor  and  that  Actually  Inlist- 
ed  into  the  Continental  Army>for  the  term  of  Three  years 
or  During  the  War  and  forward  the  Same  to  the  Commis- 
sioners as  Requested  and  Bring  in  their  Accounts  Which 
Shall  be  Allowed  and  Paid  by  the  Town  Including  Such 
Sum  or  Sums  as  Shall  or  May  be  Received  from  the  Colony 
Treasurer  or  other  ways  by  order  of  the  General 
Assembly. 

Voated  that  Nathaniel  Griswold  Have  Twelve  Pounds 
State  Money  Paid  to  him  out  of  the  Treasurey  of  the  Town 
upon  his  Procureing  one  Hundred  and  Eight  Good  Large 
W^ell  Made  Mens  Shoes  and  one  Hundred  and  Eight  Pare 
of  Good  Well  Made  Mens  Stockings  and  Deliver  the  same 
to  Mr.  Elijah  Hubbard  Sub  clother  at  Midletown  by  the 
tenth  Day  of  May  Next  for  and  on  Account  of  the  Quota 
of  Clothing  shown  and  Stockings  ordered  by  the  General 
Assembly  to  be  Provided  by  the  Town  of  Windsor  for 
each  Non  Commissioned  officer  and  Soldier  Required  for 
this  Town  Quota  of  the  Connecticut  Line  of  the  Continen- 
tal Army  to  Serve  for  three  years  or  Dureing  the  War 
he  having  no  other  Demand  for  the  Same  than  said  Twelve 
Pounds  State  money  and  also  What  Shall  be  Allowed  by 
Paytable  for  the  same. 

Voated  that  Nathaniel  Griswold  and  Salvanus  Gris- 
wold Shall  Take  All  Benefit  that  may  be  Had  by  a  Permit 
Granted  by  His  Exelency  the  Governor  and  counsil  of 
Safety  Granting  to  The  Town  of  Windsor  Liberty  To 
Transport  One  thousand  Bushells  of  Indian  Corn  or  Rye 
or  Ry  flower  Equivolent  thereto  to  Rhode  Island  for  the 
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Purpose  of  Procureing  Linning  Cloth  for  frocks  Shirts  and 
over  Halls  for  this  Town  Quota  of  clothing  for  the  Army 
Agreable  to  the  Act  or  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly, 
upon  these  conditions  that  they  Lay  out  Sixty  pounds. 
Hard  money  in  Linning  cloth  Proper  Good  and  Sutable 
for  frocks,  Shirts  and  Over  Halls  Provided  they  Procure 
the  same  by  the  tenth  Day  of  May  Next  and  Deliver  the 
same  to  Mr  Elijah  Hubbard  for  and  on  Account  of  the 
Town  of  Windsor  and  to  have  no  other  pay  for  the  same 
then  what  said  Hubbard  Shall  apprize  the  same  at  and 
be  Allowed  by  Pay  Table  for  the  same. 

The  following  list,  one  of  many,  shows  how  blankets 
were  obtained : 

Windsor  March  l^h  1777 

Then  Rec^  of  Daniel  Bissell  the  Several  Sums  affixed 
to  Our  Names  which  is  in  full  of  all  y®  blankets  Purchased 
or  Impressed  by  s^  Bissell  for  the  army 


David  Elsworth 

0 

10 

— 

Sarah  Stiles 

0 

10 

0 

Eliakim  Mather 

0 

12 

0 

Alexr  Allin 

1 

0 

0 

Horace  Hooker 

0 

10 

0 

Sami  Filer 

1 

0 

0 

Mary  Birge 

1 

15 

0 

Lij  Stoughton 

1 

0 

0 

Hezekiah  Chaffee 

1 

0 

0 

6  17  0 

The  following  orders  show  how  blankets  were  dis- 
tributed to  soldiers  in  service: 

East  Windsor  30th  May  1777 

Sir 

Levi  Charter  is  Inlisted  in  my  Company  in  the  Con- 
tinental army,  I  am  order^  to  furnish  my  men  with  armes 
and  Blankets  by  applying  to  the  Select  men  of  the  Town 
where  the  men  are  Recruited  Bayonets  and  Cartouche 
boxes  are  included  please  to  furnish  him  with  the  above 
mentioned  articles  and  you"  Obledge  your  Humble  Servt 

David  Parsons  Capt 
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1777 

A    CASE    OF    THEFT 

To   Henry   Allyn  Esqi"   Justi   peaci  in   and   for   Hartford 

County 

Come  John  Thrall  Junr  of  Said  Windsor  in  s^  County 

Grand  juror  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  State  of 

Connecticut,  in  and  for  Hartford  County,  and  upon  His 

Oath  Presents,  that  Alexander of  Said  Windsor, 

Not  Haveing  the  fear  of  God  Before  His  Eyes  But  Being: 
Instigated  by  the  Divel  Did  in  a  felonious  Manner  on  the 
Evening  after  the  23^  Day  of  Febuary  Last  At  Symsbury 
in  Said  Hartford  County  Take  and  Steel  from  Benjamin 
Thrall  of  Said  Symsbury  About  one  Gallon  of  Kum  mat 
the  Said  Thrall  Had  then  in  His  Care  and  Custaday  that 
that  was  then  When  Taken  Drawn  Out  of  a  Juge  that 

was  in  Said  Thralls  Barn,  by  Said or  Some  Other 

Evelminded  Persen  then  and  their  in  Company  with  Said 

all  which  is  against  the  Peace  of  Said  State  of 

Connecticut  and  in  Contempt  of  the  Laws  of  Said  State. 
Dated  at  Windsor  this  11th  Day  of  March  ADom  1777 
Witneses  for  the  State 

Benja  Thrall  John  Thrall  2d  |>Grand juror 

Simeon  Lewis 

March  24th  1777  then  by  Virtue  of  the 
within  Writ  I  arrested  the  Body  of 
the  Within  Named  Deft,  Read  ye  within 
Complaint  &  Writ  in  his  hearing  and 
now  have  him  in  Court 

Test     Joab  Griswold     Constable 

A  person  convicted  of  theft  paid  the  owner  of  the 
stolen  goods  treble  their  value  and  in  addition  was  liable 
at  the  discretion  of  the  court  to  a  fine  not  exceeding 
forty  shillings. 

1783 
This  year  a  swing  bridge  was  built  across  the  Farm.- 
ington   at  Windsor   Center  to   replace   a   bridge   carried 
away  in  the  preceding  spring  freshet.     The  swing  pro- 
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vision   was  made   by  order  of  the   General   Assembly  to 
allow  coasting-  vessels  to  pass  up  the  river  to  Poquonock. 

1787 
JOHN   M.  NILES 

John  M.  Niles  was  born  at  Elm  Grove  August  20, 
1787.  He  was  educated  in  the  local  public  school  and  by 
home  study  and  the  reading  of  law  in  the  office  of  John 
Sargent.  He  wrote  many  political  essays  which  were 
published  in  the  American  Mercury  at  Hartford.  At  the 
close  of  the  War  of  1812  he  became  the  leader  of  the 
reform  movement  which  swept  over  Connecticut  and  de- 
manded extension  of  the  right  of  suffrage,  the  abolition 
of  the  special  legal  rights  and  privileges  enjoyed  by  the 
Congregational  Church,  the  granting  of  equality  before 
the  law  to  all  religious  denominations,  and  the  forniation 
and  adoption  of  a  written  constitution  to  take  the  place 
of  the  charter  of  1662  which  was  still  in  force. 

To  promote  his  views  and  policies  he  with  the  sup- 
port of  his  sympathizers  founded  the  Hartford  Times  in 
January,  1817.  For  many  years  he  was  its  editor.  The 
revolution  of  1818  and  the  adoption  of  the  state  consitu- 
tion  secured  most  of  the  results  for  which  he  had  con- 
tended. 

In  1821  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
court  for  Hartford  County.  In  1826  he  represented  Hart- 
ford in  the  General  Assembly.  In  1829  he  became  Post- 
master at  Hartford,  a  position  which  he  soon  resigned  to 
become  United  States  Senator.  He  held  that  office  until 
1839.  The  following  year  he  became  Postmaster-General 
in  the  cabinet  of  President  Van  Buren.  In  1842  he  re- 
turned to  the  Senate  and  served  until  1849. 

In  opposition  to  the  leaders  of  his  party  he  became 
an  ardent  anti-slavery  leader  and  helped  establish  the 
Hartford  Press  in  1856  to  promote  the  anti-slavery  cause. 
His  last  years  were  devoted  to  the  organization  of  the 
new  Republican  Party. 

As  an  author  he  produced  many  works  of  great  merit 
including  a  Gazetteer  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island 
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and  a  History  of  Mexico  and  the  South  American  Re- 
publics. 

1791 
A  TYPICAL  INDENTURE 
This  Indenture  made  &  Executed  this  20th  Day  of 
November  A  D  1791,  Between  Josiah  Allyn  Oliver  Mather 
Abiel  Griswold  and  Solomon  Griswold  Select-Men  & 
Overseers  of  ye  poor  in  the  Town  of  Windsor  in  ye  County 
of  Hartford  and  State  of  Connect  on  ye  one  part  And 
Amos  Lawrance  of  Hartford  on  ye  other  part  Witnesseth 
That  ye  Sd  Select-Men  &  Overseers  of  ye  poor  as  above, 
Do  by  these  Presents  Put  &  Bind  to  ye  Sd  Amos  Law- 
rance One  Aurelia  Drake  a  Miner  &  One  of  the  Poor  of  Sd 
Town  of  Windsor  about  Six  years  of  Age  as  a  Servant 
untill  she  shall  arive  at  the  age  of  Eighteen  years  &  no 
longer 

During  all  which  Term  of  Time  she  ye  sd  Aurelia  hir  Sd 
Master  shall  faithfully  Serve,  his  Secrets  keep,  his  Lawful 
Commands  Gladly  obey  she  shall  not  waste  hir  Sd  Mas- 
ters Goods  not  lend  them  Unlawfully  nor  Suffer  others 
to  do  the  Same  without  Giving  hir  Sd  Master  Notice 
thereof,  she  shall  not  absent  hirself  from  hir  Sd  Masters 
Service  by  Night  or  Day  without  leave.  But  in  all  things 
behave  as  a  good  &  faithful  Servant  During  Sd  Term 
And  ye  Sd  Amos  Lawrance  Doth  on  his  part  Covenant  to 
Provide  for  ye  Sd  Aurelia  Suitable  Cloathing,  Meat,  Drink, 
&  Lodging  in  Sickness  &  Health  During  Sd  Term  And 
learn  hir  to  read  &  write  well  if  she  be  capable  thereof 
And  at  the  End  of  Sd  Term  to  Dismiss  Sd  Servant  with 
Two  good  suits  of  Cloathing  one  fit  for  Holydays  and  the 
other  for  Common  Times  Likewise  a  good  English  Bible 
In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  Set  our  hands  &  seal 
this  20th  day  of  Novmber  A  D  1791 

Presents  off  Josiah  Allyn 

John  Caldwell  Solomon  Griswold 

&  Abiel  Griswold 

Bar.  Deane  Oliver   Mather 

Amos  Lawrance 
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1797 
RESTRAINING  HORSES  AND   CATTLE 

At  a  Town  Meeting  Holden  at  Windsor  on  the  20th 
Day  of  March  Anno  Dom  1797  by  Adjournme:it  from  the 
3d  Day  of  the  Same  Month  and  Leagally  Warned  for  ^he 
Purpose  of  Making  By  Laws  for  Restraining  Horses  Catiel 
Ases  Mules  Swine  Sheep  and  Geese  or  any  of  them  from 
going  at  Large  in  Said  Town  and  for  Restraining  Such  as 
Shall  Go  at  Large 

Be  it  Ordained  and  Enacted  by  the  Town  of  Wind- 
sor in  Lawfull  Town  Meeting  Assembled,  that  No  Horses 
Cattel  Ases  or  Mules,  Swine,  Sheep  or  Geese  Shall  be  Al- 
lowed to  Go  at  Large  on  the  High  way.  Common,  or  Un- 
incloased  Land,  in  Said  Town,  nor  Shall  any  of  the  Cre- 
tures  Aforesaid  Lie  or  feed  upon  the  unincloased  Lands 
that  Are  Privet  Property  without  Permission  of  the  Owner 
thereof  W^ith  a  Keeper.  And  if  Any  Horses  Cattel  Ases 
Mules  Swine  or  Sheep  be  fownd  Going  at  Large  on  Said 
High  way,  Common,  or  Unincloased  Land,  or  Shall  Lye 
or  feede  on  Aforesaid  it  Shall  be  the  Duty  of  the  Howard, 
Appointed  by  Said  Town  and  it  Shall  be  Lawefull  for  Any 
Propriator  or  Holder  of  Land,  in  Said  Town  or  by  Their 
Order  to  Impound  Said  Horses  Cattel  Asses  Mules  Swine 
or  Sheep  in  the  Pound  Within  Sd  Town  Nearest  the  Place 
Where  Taken,  and  the  Owner  or  Owners  of  Such  Horses 
Cattel  Ases  Mules  or  Swine  Shall  Pay  the  Sum  of  Eleven 
Cents  for  Each  Horse  Ox  or  Other  Neat  Kine  Ass  Mule 
or  Swine  Before  the  Shame  Shall  Be  Released  from  Said 
Pound  Three  Quarters  Thereof  to  the  Person  or  Persons 
Who  Shall  Impound  Said  Horses  or  Neat  Kine  Ases  Mules 
or  Swine  and  One  Quarter  to  the  Pound  Keeper  for  his 
fee,  and  the  Owner  or  Owners  of  Such  Sheep  Shall  Pay 
the  Sum  of  One  Cent  and  four  Mills  for  Each  Sheep  Before 
the  Same  Shall  be  Released  from  Said  Pownd  and  Three 
Quarters  thereof  Shall  be  to  the  Person  or  Persons  who 
Shall  Impound  Said  Sheep  and  One  Quarter  to  the  Pound 
Keeper  for  his  fees 
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THE  GREAT  MEADOW  DRAIN 

The  digging  of  a  "great  drain"  in  a  country  town  in 
Connecticut  was  a  great  event  as  long  ago  as  the  year 
1797.  In  that  year  James  Hooker,  Samuel  Allen,  and 
others  who  lived  in  Windsor  informed  the  Governor  that 
the  marshy  lowlands  north  of  the  Farmington  River  and 
between  Palisado  Avenue  and  the  Connecticut  River 
were  unprofitable  for  farming  purposes  because  of  the 
water  that  at  times  overflowed  them.  These  men  de- 
sired that  a  great  drain  or  sewer  might  be  dug  to  drain 
these  marsh  lands  and  make  them  profitable  for  cultiva- 
tion. They  asked  the  Governor  to  appoint  commissioners 
to  undertake  the  necessary  work.  Accordingly  on  May 
30,  1797,  Governor  Oliver  Wolcott  appointed  Jabez  Has- 
kel,  Daniel  Gillet,  and  Ezra  Hayden,  Commissioners  of 
Sewers  and  gave  them  authority  to  construct  a  sewer  in 
order  to  drain  the  ''Great  Meadow,"  which  its  owners 
had  named  the  ''wet  and  drowned  land." 

The  sewer,  an  open  ditch,  extending  along  the  west 
side  of  the  "Great  Meadow"  "under  the  hill"  from  the 
Farmington  River  to  a  point  some  distance  north  of  the 
Bissell  Ferry  Road,  was  soon  dug.  For  the  next  hundred 
years  this  ditch  or  drain  was  the  object  of  much  care  and 
attention  on  the  part  of  the  proprietors  of  the  "wet  and 
drowned  land."  The  earliest  record  that  has  come  down 
to  us  is  dated  1V99  and  entitled  "Concerning  our  Drean 
Under  the  Hill  .  .  ,  .  Setting  it  out."  This  document  names 
all  the  proprietors  thru  whose  land  the  drain  extended 
and  gives  the  number  of  rods  for  which  each  proprietor 
was  responsible.  The  latest  official  record  is  dated  just 
a  century  later  in  the  year  1899  and  records  the  proceed- 
ings of  a  "Big  Drain  Meeting  held  at  School  House  No.  5, 
Oct.  23,  1899."  At  this  meeting  it  was  voted  "that  the 
Big  Drain  be  opened  this  fall  beginning  at  the  Farming- 
ton  River,  and  that  each  proprietor  open  the  drain  on 
his  own  account."  About  once  in  two  years  during  the 
first  twenty  years  after  the  digging  of  the  drain  the  pro- 
prietors were  legally  warned  to  hold  a  business  meeting 
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for  the  purpose  of  electing  three  ''scavengers"  whose 
duty  it  was  to  see  that  the  drain  was  opened  or  cleaned 
once  a  year.  In  later  years  chese  meetings  were  held  less 
frequently  until  they  ceased  altogether  in  1899. 

The  cost  of  taking  care  of  the  drain  is  seldom  men- 
tioned but  it  was  apparently  taken  care  of  by  a  small  tax. 
The  records  of  1840  show  definitely  that  a  tax  of  one  and 
five-tenths  cents  on  the  rod  was  found  necessary  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  that  had  to  be  incurred  by  the  ''scaven- 
gers." The  tax  list  shows  that  the  total  length  of  the 
drain  was  567  rods  and  the  amount  of  the  tax  assigned 
to  the  twenty-one  proprietors  was  eight  dollars  and  fifty 
cents.  The  drain  was  crossed  by  numerous  small  bridges 
over  which  the  farmers  possed  with  their  teams  when 
cultivating  on  the  "wet  and  drowned  land"  that  had  been 
made  profitable  for  cultivation  by  the  digging  and  fre- 
quent "opening"  of  the  Big  Drain.  In  recent  years  the 
drain  has  been  somewhat  neglected  but  it  still  serves  to 
carry  off  to  the  Farmington  River  much  of  the  surplus 
water  that  would  otherwise  render  the  cultivation  of  the 
marsh  land  difficult  and  unprofitable.  In  the  dry  season 
the  drain  now  presents  the  appearance  of  a  small  brook 
running  south  under  the  hill  along  the  edge  of  the  Great 
Meadow.  Historically  and  industrially  it  tells  a  story  of 
much  significance  to  the  owners  of  the  "wet  and  drowned 
land." 

1802 
WINDSOR'S  FIRST  POST  OFFICE 

As  far  back  as  1753  Benjamin  Franklin  had  been 
appointed  Deputy  Postmaster  General  of  the  English 
Colonies  and  on  July  26,  1775,  the  Second  Continental 
Congress  adopted  a  resolution  creating  its  own  Contin- 
ental Postal  System  with  Franklin  as  the  First  Postmaster 
General  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Franklin  had  already  (in  1760)  established  that 
swift  stage-coach  service  which  amazed  the  country  by 
carrying  mail  from  Philadelphia  to  Boston  through  Wind- 
sor in  six  days,  averaging  more  than  fifty  miles  a  day. 
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It  was  the  system  begun  by  Franklin  that  Washington 
adopted  and  perfected  during  his  first  administration  as 
President. 

Strange  as  it  may  seem,  Windsor  had  no  post-office 
during  the  lifetime  of  Washington.  When  Washington 
was  President  the  great  mail  route  of  the  East  ran  from 
Brewers  in  the  Northeast  corner  of  Maine  to  St.  Mary's 
in  the  Southeast  corner  of  Georgia.  On  this  route  there 
were  one  hundred  post-offices  and  the  schedule  time 
from  Brewers  to  St.  Mary's  was  six  weeks  and  three  days. 
There  was  a  post-office  at  Suffield  and  one  at  Hartford. 
Oliver  Ellsworth  was  then  United  States  Senator  from 
Connecticut  and  his  letters  to  his  wife  at  home  were  ad- 
dressed to  the  Hartford  Post-office,  where  Mrs.  Ellsworth 
arranged  to  have  them  given  to  the  stage  driver  who 
carried  them  in  his  hat  to  the  store  then  kept  by  Major 
William  Howard,  in  the  present  home  of  the  Windsor 
Historical  Society.  When  a  letter  was  expected  Mrs. 
Ellsworth  sent  her  hired  man  daily  to  Mr.  Howard's  store 
in  order  to  receive  it  promptly. 

In  1802  the  Honorable  Gideon  Granger,  of  Suffield, 
was  Postmaster  General,  and  when  on  one  of  his  trips 
from  Washington  to  Suffield,  he  noticed  the  stage  driver 
taking  letters  from  his  hat  and  leaving  them  in  the  care 
of  Mr.  Howard,  he  remarked:  "You  ought  to  have  a 
post-office  here,"  and  on  his  return  to  Washington  he 
sent  Mr.  Howard  a  commission  as  the  first  Postmaster  in 
Windsor. 

For  many  years  his  post-office  was  the  small  room 
on  the  Northwest  corner  of  the  Fyler  House,  a  room 
which  in  later  years  was  used  as  a  china  closet. 

After  one  generation  had  walke'd  from  Windsor  Cen- 
ter to  the  North  side  of  the  Farmington  River  to  receive 
their  daily  mail  a  petition  was  circulated  to  have  the 
post-office  removed  to  Broad  Street.  This  petition  was 
for  a  time  opposed  by  those  living  on  the  North  side  of 
the  river  on  the  ground  that  the  records  of  the  post-office 
showed  that  four  men  living  between  the  Palisado  Green 
and  Hay  den  Station  received    more    mail    than    all   the 
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patrons  of  the  post-office  living  South  of  the  river.  These 
four  men  appear  to  have  received  about  a  dozen  letters 
a  week  and  their  nev^spapers.  Letters  when  received  at 
the  post-office  were  marked  by  the  postmaster  to  show 
the  amount  of  postage  due.  The  postage  was  paid  by  the 
receiver  when  the  letter  reached  its  destination.  For  a 
short  distance  the  amount  was  six  cents.  Other  rates 
were  ten,  twelve  and  one-half  and  eighteen  and 
three-quarters  cents,  according  to  distance.  The  rate  to 
Charleston,  S.  C,  was  twenty-five  cents. 

Under  a  law  of  Connecticut  which  had  been  passed 
in  1787  Postmaster  General  Granger  ordered  milestones 
set  up  on  all  post  roads  in  the  State.  These  were  red 
sandstone  slabs  about  three  feet  high  and  marked  with 
the  number  of  miles  from  Hartford  and  the  letter  H.  A 
line  of  stones  ran  through  Windsor  to  Hayden  Station, 
then  Northwest  to  Pink  Street,  continuing  to  Gun's  Turn, 
the  Half  Way  House,  and  across  the  plains  to  Suffield. 
This  is  the  road  traveled  by  George  Washington  on  his 
journey  from  Hartford  to  Boston  in  1789,  before  the 
stones  were  erected. 

The  milestone  at  Hayden  Station  carried  a  more 
elaborate  inscription  than  any  other  in  Windsor.  This 
one  read: 

^'10  MILES  TO 

HARTFORD  C.  H. 

120  MILES  TO  BOSTON, 

130  MILES  TO  NEW  YORK/' 

The  letters  C.  H.  signified  Hartford  Courthouse,  the 
name  by  which  the  Old  State  House  was  then  known. 
Only  five  of  the  original  stones  are  now  standing  in  Wind- 
sor. One  of  these  is  near  the  home  of  the  late  Judge  D. 
Ellsworth  Phelps,  four  miles  from  Hartford.  The  next  is 
a  short  distance  north  of  the  residence  of  John  B.  Stewart 
on  Windsor  Avenue ;  another  is  at  Windsor  Center  on 
Broad  Street  opposite  Capen  Street  and  is  marked  six 
miles  from  Hartford.  The  next  is  in  front  of  the  Fenton 
House  opposite  the  First  Congregational  Church,  seven 
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miles  from  Hartford.  The  fifth  and  last  stone  is  on  the 
old  Northampton  highway  running  from  Hayden  Station 
through  Poquonock  and  stands  on  the  west  side  of  the 
highway  near  the  boundary  line  between  Windsor  and 
Windsor  Locks  and  is  marked  to  show  that  it  was  twelve 
miles  from  Hartford.  One  other  stone  may  be  seen  on 
the  West  side  of  the  highway  nine  miles  from  Hartford 
nearly  opposite  the  home  formerly  occupied  by  Mr. 
Joseph  B.  Spencer.  But  this  is  not  the  original  stone.  It 
was  erected  about  thirty-five  years  ago  by  Mr.  Spencer 
to  take  the  place  of  an  original  stone  which  stood  on  the 
East  side  of  the  road  and  had  been  broken  down. 

1807 
OLIVER  ELLSWORTH 
Oliver  Ellsworth  was  born  in  Windsor  on  April  28, 
1745.  He  prepared  for  college  under  the  instruction  of  a 
tutor  and  spent  two  years  at  Yale  and  two  years  at  Prince- 
ton where  he  graduated  in  1766.  He  then  studied  theol- 
ogy for  one  year,  but  preferring  the  profession  of  law 
turned  his  attention  to  the  study  of  that  subject  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  Hartford  County  in  1771.  From 
1772  to  1775  he  resided  in  Wintonbury  and  divided  his 
time  between  farming  and  his  chosen  profession.  In  1775 
he  sold  his  farm  and  devoted  himself  to  the  law  at  Har^t- 
ford,  where  he  rose  rapidly  to  the  position  of  one  of  the 
most  prominent  leaders  of  the  Connecticut  bar.  Before 
the  close  of  the  year  1775  he  was  appointed  State's  At- 
torney. At  the  beginning  of  the  Revolutionary  War  he 
was  chosen  to  represent  Windsor  in  the  General  Assembly. 
He  was  made  one  of  a  committee  of  four  men  called  ''The 
Committee  of  the  Pay  Table"  whose  chief  duty  it  was  to 
examine  and  settle  all  orders  for  the  payment  of  military 
expenses.  Elected  in  1777  he  took  his  seat  in  1778  as  one 
of  Connecticut's  six  delegates  to  the  Second  Continental 
Congress  then  in  session  at  Philadelphia  and  rendered 
many  important  services  during  the  closing  years  of  the 
Revolutionary  War  and  until  his  resignation  as  a  member 
of  the  Congress  in  June,  1783.     The  following  year  he 
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became  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Connecticut. 
Four  years  later  his  state  sent  him  again  to  Philadelphia, 
this  time  as  a  member  of  the  convention  that  drafted  our 
Federal  Constitution.  His  pre-eminent  ability  was  at  once 
recognized  by  his  associates  and  he  was  one  of  the  five 
men  who  guided  the  essential  deliberations  of  the  con- 
vention and  wrote  the  Constitution  itself. 

When  the  national  government  was  organized  and 
put  into  operation  under  the  new  Constitution  Mr.  Ells- 
worth became  one  of  the  United  States  Senators  from 
Connecticut  and  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee to  organize  the  national  Judiciary.  In  this  capacity  he 
wrote  the  bill  under  w^hose  provisions  with  only  slight 
changes  our  national  tribunals  have  carried  on  their  great 
work  ever  since  their  organization.  In  1796  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  Washington  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  as  successor  of  John  Jay.  In  this 
office  he  presided  with  dignity  and  ability.  In  1799 
President  Adams  sent  him  to  Paris  as  one  of  three  Envoys 
Extraordinary  and  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  to  adjust  the 
serious  troubles  that  had  arisen  in  the  relations  betwx'en, 
France  and  the  United  States.  Mainly  through  his  efforts 
war  with  France  was  averted  and  all  questions  in  dispute 
were  adjusted  in  a  spirit  of  friendship.  In  1801  he  re- 
turned to  his  home  in  Windsor  with  his  heatlh  seriously 
impaired  by  his  arduous  public  duties.  He  was  soon  in- 
duced to  re-enter  the  public  service  in  Connecticut  and  in 
May,  1807,  was  made  Chief  Justice.  Failing  health  led 
him  to  resign  the  office  and  he  died  November  26,  1807. 

His  fine  Colonial  home  in  Windsor  is  now  the  state 
headquarters  of  the  Connecticut  Daughters  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution.  The  Windsor  Chapter  of  this  organiza- 
tion took  its  name  in  honor  of  Judge  Ellsworth's  wife  and 
is  known  as  the  Abigail  Wolcott  Ellsworth  Chapter  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution. 

Judge  Ellsworth's  love  for  his  home  and  his  native 
land  is  well  illustrated  by  the  following  statement  made 
by  him  at  the  close  of  his  active  career:  1  have  visited 
several  countries  and  I  like  my  own  the  best.    I  have  been 
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in  all  the  states  in  the  Union,  and  Connecticut  is  the  best 
state;  Windsor  is  the  pleasantest  town  in  the  state  of 
Connecticut,  and  I  have  the  pleasantest  place  in  Windsor. 
I  am  content,  perfectly  content,  to  die  on  the  banks  of  the 
Connecticut." 

The  following  cut  shows  the  Ellsworth   Homestead 
as  it  looks  today: 


1807—1844 
SOME  BILLS   OUR  FATHERS  PAID 
June  6th     Town  of  \Vindsor  in  Acct  with  Abie-l  Gris- 
wold    D^.    to    timber    Rec^    by    Willard 
Blancher   Surveyor   of   Highways    agreed 

at - ....L  0,   5:   0 

Willard  Blanchar 
To  one  cambrick  Hankershief       0:2-0 
for  to  use  for 


1807 


Sep.  23rd 
1808 


to  be  Laid  out  in 


L  0:   7:   0 
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Windsor        Sept  25th  1808 

the  Town  of  Windsor  to  Calven  Wilson  Dr 

to  Shaving  Laying   Out   &   Digging   Grave, 

for one  Dollar  Seventy  five 

cents 

Calven  Wilson 
The  Town  of  Windsor  to  Timo  Pheips  Debt^" 
for    Paying   for    Nine    Crows    &    forty    three 
Blackbirds  L  0.97 

Timo  Phelps  Selectman 

The  Town  of  Windsor  to  James  Brown D^. 

to  Making  List  Bill  for  1807  for  the-  half  Mile  so  call^i. 

amounting  to  $3124.67 .25  -  -  $0.78 

James  Brown 

The  Town  of  Windslor  to  John  M.  Niles  Dr 

To  making  out  the  grand  List  for  Poquonock  Parish  for 

1809       Amount  thereof  12604  Dollars  and  57   Cents  at 

,25  cts  per  1000  Dollars  $3,15 

100 

John  M.  Niles     Lister 
The  Town  of  Windsor  to  John  Hinxon  D^ 
To  boarding  Oliver  Glazier  6  Days  from  Api  10th  to  Apl 

16th  1809  at  67/100  p^  Week 0.57 

John  Hinkson 

Mrs.  Gowdy  to  E.  G.  Marshall  Dr. 

1834.     To  extracting  tooth  for  Caroline  .18 

To  two  calls  for  James  at  25  cts  .50 

Adin  Hunt  Dr  To  Doct  Henry  Church 

1844     To  medical  attendance,  one  visit  .371/2 

1818 
ROGER  LUDLOW 
Roger  Ludlow,  the  Father  of  Connecticut  Jurispru- 
dence, began  the  work  that  culminated,  under  the 
leadership  of  John  M.  Niles,  in  the  Constitution  of  1818. 
He  came  from  Dorchester,  England,  to  Dorchester, 
Massachusetts  in  1630  with  John  Warham  and  his  party 
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and  early  in  1635  to  Dorchester  (Windsor)  Connecticut,  as 
one  of  the  "commissioners"  appointed  to  govern  Connecti- 
cut for  the  "space  of  a  year  now  next  coming."  Educated 
in  England  for  the  law,  belonging  to  a  family  influential 
in  the  British  Parliament,  he  naturally  aspired  to  leader- 
ship in  the  New  World.  He  was  elected  Deputy  Gov- 
ernor in  Massachusetts  and  w^as  virtually  Governor  of 
Connecticut  for  one  year.  His  greatest  services  wer^ 
the  drafting  of  the  Constitution  of  1639  and  his  codifica- 
tion of  the  laws  of  Connecticut  in  1650  which  became 
the  foundation  of  the  written  laws  of  the  State. 

Restless  and  discontented  by  nature,  after  residing 
five  years  in  Windsor  he  removed  to  Fairfield  and  is 
known  as  the  father  of  that  town.  Elected  Deputy- 
Governor  before  he  left  Windsor  he  was  twice  re- 
elected to  that  office  while  living  in  Fairfield  and  served 
four  years  as  a  Commissioner  from  Connecticut  to  the 
United  Qolonie's  of  New  England.  He  was  the  first  judge 
of  the  highest  court  in  Fairfield,  the  town's  first  military 
commander,  and  the  colony's  most  eminent  lawyer. 

In  1654  he  removed  to  Virginia  to  join  his  brother 
George'  at  Yorktown.  The  next  year  he  left  America 
and  took  up  the  practice  of  law  in  Dublin,  Ireland. 

1836 
John    Warner    Barber,    born    February    2,    1798,    at 
Wilson,  was  Windsor's  most  prolific  writer  of  history.    His 
Historical  Collections  of  Connecticut,  published  in  1836, 
is  one  of  many  valuable  works  from  his  pen. 

1840 
HORACE  H.  HAYDEN 
Horace  H.  Hayden,  M.D.,  born  at  Hayden  Station, 
October  13,  1769,  became  the  most  widely  known  member 
of  an  honorable  profession  which  his  energy  and  fore- 
sight created.  As  a  boy  he  was  precocious  and  was  an 
ardent  reader  of  the  Bible  at  the  age  of  four.  At  ten  he 
began  the  stiudy  of  the  classics.  In  his  youth  he  made 
several  voyages  to  the  West  Indies.     He  became  a  de- 
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voted  student  of  nature,  including  geoJogy  and  mineral- 
ogy, studied  architecture,  engaged  in  business  in  the  West 
Indies,  in  Connecticut,  and  in  New  York,  and  served  as 
the  first  teacher  of  the  First  North  School  District  in 
Hartford.  About  the  year  1800  he  became  interested  in 
dentistry,  a  profession  then  little  developed.  He  con- 
ceived the  idea  of  devoting  himself  to  dental  sufigery.  In 
1804  he  went  to  Baltimore,  attended  the  medical  school 
at  the  Maryland  University,  and  acquired  a  thorough 
understanding  of  anatomy  and  extensive  knowledge  of 
medicine  though  he  did  not  finish  the  medical  course. 
After  leaving  college  he  rose  so  rapidly  in  his  profession 
in  Maryland  that  in  1809  he  was  asked  to  lecture  on  den- 
tistry to  the  medical  class  of  his  university.  The  next 
year  he  was  made  a  mem.ber  of  the  Medical  and  Chirurgi- 
cal  Faculties  of  Maryland.  Largely  through  his  efforts 
the  "American  Society  of  Dental  Surgeons"  was  organized 
and  later  he  was  elected  its  president.  Through  his  in- 
fluence a  dental  colle^ge  was  opened  at  Baltimore  in  1840 
and  he  became  its  first  president.  He  was  honored  with 
membership  in  many  medical  and  scientific  societies  of  the 
highest  rank,  wrote  and  published  much  on  dentistry  and 
science,  and  is  called  the  "Father  of  the  Dental  Profes- 
sion." A  monument  to  his  memory,  erected  under  the 
auspi^ces  of  the  Hartford  Dental  Society,  stands  at  the 
top  of  Stony  Hill  in  his  native  town. 

1841 

EDWARD  ROWLAND  SILL 

Edward  Rowland  Sill  was  Windsor's  most  distinguished 
poet.  He  was  born  April  29,  1841,  in  a  house  now  occu- 
pied by  the  Chaffee  School  for  Girls  on  the  east  side  of 
Palisadb  Green.  At  the  age  of  eleven  he  lost  his  mother 
and  when  he  was  thirteen  his  father  died.  Fortunately 
the  relatives  with  whom  he  lived  in  Connecticut,  Penn- 
sylvania and  Ohio  directed  his  education  wisely  and  he 
attended  Phillips  Exeter  Academy  and  Yale  University. 
After  graduation  in  1861  he  spent  six  months  in  Windsor 
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and    went   to    California    where    he    remained    five    years 
without  making  choice  of  a  vocation. 

In  1866  he  went  to  Ohio  where  in  1867  he  married 
his  cousin,  Elizabeth  Newberry  Sill.  He  then  attended 
Harvard  Divinity  School   but  finding  himself  dissatisfied 
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with    pi'evailing   theological    conceptions    he    decided    to 
teach. 

From  1868  to  1871  he  taught  in  the  district  schools 
of  Ohio.  In  1871  he  went  to  Oakland,  California,  to  teach 
in  the  high  school.  Later  he  became  professor  of  English 
Literature  in  the  University  of  California.  After  twelve 
years  in  California  he  returned  to  Cuyahoga  Falls,  Ohio, 
i:.he  former  home  of  his  wife,  and  there  engaged  in  literary 
"work  until  his  death,  February  27,  1887. 

Because  of  his  retiring  nature  he  failed  to  secure 
wide  recognition  of  his  literary  talent  in  his  life  time  but 
his  fame  has  steadily  increased  in  recent  years  and  his 
poems  are  now  given  a  high  rank. 
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185^ 
The  town  built  a  new  covered  bridge  over  the 
Farmington  to  replace  one  built  in  1833,  which  had  just 
been  carried  away  by  the  flood.  The  bridge  of  1854  is 
shown  in  the  following  cut  This  bridge  was  demolished 
in  1916  and  replaced  by  the  present  steel  structure. 


1858 
THE  DAUGHTER  TOWNS 
Under  date  of  1767  we  have  spoken  of  the  separa- 
tion of  East  Windsor  and  the  creation  of  three  new  towns 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Connecticut.  It  is  appropriate 
here-  to  mention  the  fact  that  at  one  time  Windsor's 
jurisdiction  was  recognized  over  a  large  tract  which  we 
did  not  mention  as  part  of  the  original  town.  By  his  will 
made  in  1676  Joshua,  Sachem  of  the  Niantics,  gave  large 
tracts  of  land  to  Hartford  and  Windsor.  These  tracts 
were  east  of  East  Windsor.  The  original  Indian  deeds  to 
Windsor  people  also  must  have  included  much  more  than 
was  settled  under  the  name  of  Windsor.  We  have  a  docu- 
ment dated  April  23,  1713,  showing  the  laying  out  of  a 
new  ''plantation"  beginning  eight  miles  east  of  the  Con- 
necticut and  covering  what  seems  to  be  the  northern  part 
of  Manchester,  Bolton,  and  Coventry,  together  with  Ver- 
non and  part  of  Tolland.  Therefore  in  a  sense  these 
towns  can  be  counted  among  the  daughter  towns  of 
Ancient  Windsor.  It  is  also  a  fact  that  in  1715  Windsor 
was  authorized  by  the  General  Court  to  lay  out  the  town 
of  Tolland. 
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On  the  west  of  the  Connecticut  Simsbury  was  origin- 
ally settled  mainly  by  Windsor  men  and  considered  an 
''Appendix  to  Windsor,"  but  in  1670  it  was  created  a 
separate  town  upon  petition  of  its  inhabitants.  This  in- 
cluded Granby  which  was  set  off  from  Simsbury  in  1786. 
The  flourishing  Wintonbury  parish  established  in  the  south 
west  corner  of  the  town  found  its  interests  extending  over 
the  borders  of  two  adjoining  towns,  Farmington  and  Sims- 
bury, which  accounted  for  its  name — Win,  from  Windsor ; 
ton  from  Farmington;  and  bury  from  Simsbury.  In 
1835  it  was  incorporated  as  the  town  of  Bloomfield. 
Windsor  Locks  remained  a  part  of  the  mother  town  until 
1854,  when  it  was  incorporated  a  separate  town.  East 
Granby  was  taken  partly  from  Windsor  Locks  and  partly 
from  Granby  in  1858.  These  towns  were  strictly  daugh- 
ters of  Windsor.  Windsor  as  a  colonizer  was  the  parent 
of  many  more.  Roger  Ludlow  and  his  followers  started 
the  settlement  of  Fairfield  in  1639;  Colchester,  Hebron, 
and  Haddam  drew  many  of  their  pioneer  settlers  from 
Windsor.  From  Windsor's  Western  Land,  granted  to  the 
town  in  1686  to  prevent  its  anticipated  sequestration  by 
Sir  Edmund  Andros,  the  Royal  Governor  of  New  England, 
which  land  after  years  of  controversy  and  legislation  was 
deeded  to  Windsor  in  1732,  Torrington  was  incorporated 
a  town  in  1740.  Barkhamstead  and  Colebrook  were 
made  towns  in  1799,  and  Harwinton,  derived  about  half 
its  territory.  Windsor  also  had  a  prominent  part  in  1755 
in  settling  Connecticut's  Wyoming  Valley  in  what  is  now 
Pennsylvania  and  forty  of  more  Vermont  towns  settled  by 
Connecticut  emigrants  and  bearing  Connecticut  name's 
drew  their  full  quota  from  the  Ancient  Town. 

1890 

FIRST  HYDRO-ELECTRIC  STATION 

At  Oil  City  on  the  Farmington  River  near  Rainbow 
the  first  hydro-electric  generating  station  in  the  United 
States  was  built  and  put  into  operation  this  year. 
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1893 
PIONEER  ELECTRICAL  TRANSMISSION 
The  Hartford  Electric  Light  Company  began  trans- 
mitting three-phase  alternating  current  at  between  four 
and  five  thousand  volts  from  the  hydro-electric  station  at 
Oil  City  near  Rainbow  on  the  Farmington  River  to  the 
company's  State  Street  Station  in  Hartford  where  its 
steam  power  plant  was  located.  The  power  transmitted 
was  reckoned  at  three  hundred  kilowatts  and  was  used 
to  operate  the  first  polyphase  motor  built  by  what  is  now 
known  as  the  General  Electric  Company.  This  is  the  first 
instance  in  this  country  of  long  distance  transmission  of 
electric  current  by  any  public  utility  company. 

1918 
WINDSOR  IN  WAR  TIME 

Windsor  has  been  the  home  of  men  who  loved  peace, 
law  and  order,  but  when  necessity  has  demanded  her  sons 
have  responded  unflinchingly  to  the  call  to  take  up  arms 
at  the  behest  of  the  government.  We  have  seen  Captain 
John  Maaon  leading  his  little  army  a"gainst  the  Pequots 
in  1637.  We  have  seen  John  Fitch  ''goe  forth"  against 
King  Philip's  hostile  Indians  in  the  days  when  Simsbury 
was  burned  and  Windsor  threatened.  In  both  these  wars 
Windsor  enjoyed  the  friendship  of  the  local  Indians  who 
appreciated  them  as  neighbors  and  in  King  Philip's  War 
it  was  Toto,  their  Poquonock  friend,  who  warned  them  of 
Philip's  plans  and  carried  their  message  of  danger  to  the 
settlement  at  Springfield,  running  all  night,  saving  the 
town,  and  earning  a  place  in  history  beside  Paul  Revere 
a  hundred  years  later. 

We  have  seen  Roger  Wolcott  leading  the  Connecti- 
cut troops  against  Louisburg  in  1745  and  in  Windsor's  his- 
tory we  read  the  impressive  list  of  those  who  "died  at 
Louisburg."  In  the  French  and  Indian  War  Capt.  Ben- 
jamin Allyn  led  a  company  of  85  men  in  the  Crown  Point 
expedition  and  General  Phinehas  Lyman  had  approxi- 
mately 100  Suffield  and  Windsor  men  in  the  expedition 
into  Canada.     The  Revolutionary  War  we  have  pictured 
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more'  fully  than  any  other  because  the  records  are  more 
complete  and  more  instructive.  This  story  is  told  under 
date  of  1775. 

In  the  War  of  1812  60  men  rushed  to  the  defense  of 
New  London  and  59  served  in  the  regular  army.  The 
Mexican  War  did  not  arouse  Connecticut  as  other  wars 
had  done.     We  find  four  volunteers  from  Windsor. 

The  Civil  War  fanned  Windsor's  patriotism  t'o  a 
flame  and  257  men  answered  the  call  of  the  Union  Gov- 
ernment to  defend  the  Union  flag. 

In  1898  the  brief  war  with  Spain  found  a  fair  repre^ 
sentation  enlisted  from  Windsor  and  the  records  show  the 
names  of  Wilbur  Gillette  and  Walter  Webb  who  died  in 
the  Philippine  service. 

A  monument  on  Windsor  Green  stands  as  a  memo- 
rial to  the  patriots  who  served  in  all  of  Windsor's  wars. 


When  the  United  States  entered  the  World  War  in 
1917    every    call    for    service    found    ready    response    in 
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Windsor.  In  November  of  that  year  a  War  Bureau  was 
formed  with  William  P.  Calder  as  chairman.  This  bureau 
had  general  supervision  of  all  war  work.  The  Rev.  Roscoe 
Nelson  served  through  the  war  as  official  head  of  the  local 
Red  Cross  with  Mrs.  Frederic  W.  Harriman,  Vice-Presi- 
dent, in  charge  of  War  work  for  women.  A  bronze  tablet 
on  the  Town  Hall  records  the  names  of  255  men  and 
women  who  enrolled  from  Windsor  for  service  in  the 
army,  navy  and  auxiliary  duties,  12  of  whom  died  in  the 
service, 

''-919 
DAME  SCHOOLS  AND  EARLY  SCHOOLS 

Until  1667  Windsor  had  no  school  house  and  even 
after  the  building  of  the  first  school  house  in  that  year  the 
evidence  indicates  that  dame  schools  or  sch^ools  where 
children  were  sent  to  some  educated  women  to  be  taught 
in  her  own  home  were  a  part  of  the  system  pf  education. 
About  all  that  we  can  learn  regarding  those  early  schools 
is  the  subjects  taught,  the  nam^es  of  some  of  the  teachers, 
some  places  where  schools  were  carried  on,  and  the 
methods  of  paying  the  teachers. 

Reading,  writing,  spelling,  and  arithmetic  were  de- 
manded for  the  boys.  More  advanced  studies  were  pro- 
vided for  those  preparing  for  college  after  the  year  1672. 
Arithmetic  does  not  appear  to  have  been  regarded  as 
important  for  girls  but  some  duties  of  the  home  were 
generally  called  for. 

The  following  typical  records  give  glimpses  of  the 
schCfOls  in  operation: 

1657.  It  was  voted  that  John  Branker  (the  first 
schoolmaster)  be  paid  five  pounds  out  of  the  next  town 
rate  toward  the  maintenance  of  a  school. 

1661.  Mr.  Cornish  was  paid  four  pounds  and  ten 
shillings  for  schooling. 

1674.  Mr.  Cornish  was  v;oted  thirty-six  pounds  to 
keep  school  five  months  south  of  the  Rivulet  and  seven 
months  on  the  north  side.  The  children  were  tp  pay  five 
shillings  each  quarter. 
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1717.  Sarah  Stiles  was  the  first  schoolmistress  paid 
by  the  town. 

1718.  It  was  voted  that  schools  shall  be  kept  by 
women  in  the  summer  until  October. 

1783.  The  town  w^as  divided  into  three  school 
districts. 

1793.  Polly  Pitkin  w^as  paid  four  pounds  and  six- 
teen shilling's  for  teaching  school  six  months  at  sixteen 
shillings  a  month. 

1793.  Doctor  Daniel  Peck  taught  four  weeks  at  nine 
shillings  a  week. 

The  following  cut  shows  the  Academy  building  built 
in  1854  and  now  used  for  business  purposes. 
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1795.  Daniel  Hayden  'Taid  Widdo  Pitkin  of  East 
Hartford"  for  boarding  and  schooling  his  daughter  Ellen 
eight  we'eks  at  five  shillings  nine  pence  per  week,  two 
pounds  and  six  shillings. 
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1798.  The  town  established  a  Union  School  known 
as  the  Academy.  It  stood  at  the  north  end  of  Broad 
Street  on  the  Green  at  the  head  of  Poquonock  Avenue.  In 
1854  a  new  building  was  erected  by  popular  subscription 
on  the  site  of  the  present  Congregational  Parish  House 
where  it  served  as  an  Academy  and  High  School  until  1893 
when  the  Roger  Ludlow  School  was  built  and  the  High 
School  was  moved  into  it  where  it  remained  until  1922 
after  the-  erection  of  the  John  Fitch  High  School. 

1867.  The  Young  Ladies'  Institute,  a  preparatory 
and  finishing  school,  was  opened  at  Windsor  Center  by 
Miss  Julia  S.  Williams  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Francis,  who 
carried  on  the  school  until  June,  1902. 

1903.  The  Campbell  School  for  Girls  was  organized 
at  Windsor  Center  by  Marian  Blake  Campbell  and  Alfred 
Hills  Campbell.    It  continued  until  1919. 

1922 
CHRISTOPHER  MINER  SPENCER 

Christopher  Miner  Spencer  w^as  born  in  Manchester, 
Connecticut,  on  June  20,  1833.  By  the  time  he  was  eleven 
years  lold  he  showed  a  remarkable  fondness  for  making 
things.  During  the  next  twenty  years  he  had  a  wide  ex- 
perience in  many  machine  shops  and  in  Colt's  Armory  at 
Hartford.  His  first  significant  invention  was  an  auto- 
matic winding  machine  which  revolutionized  the  winding 
of  silk.  His  chief  interest  centered  in  the  possibilities  of 
a  repeating  rifle.  He  perfected  a  gun  of  this  type  which 
was  patented  March  6,  1860,  and  placed  at  the  service  of 
the  government.  Gideon  Wells,  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
gave  an  order  for  1,000  guns.  After  President  Lincoln 
had  personally  tested  the  gun  200,000  were  furnished  to 
the  army.  That  this  gun,  v/hich  as  the  Confederates  said. 
*'the  Yankees  loaded  on  Sunday  for  the  rest  of  the  week," 
was  a  deciding  factor  in  the  outcome  of  the  Civil  War  has 
been  stated  by  many  who  were  in  a  position  to  know. 

In  1882  he  perfected  the  Spencer  Repeating  Shotgun, 
and  adapted  the  new  principles  of  this  gun  to  his  army 
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rifle  of  Civil  War  fame  with  the  result  that  he  more  than 
doubled  the  rapidity  of  its  fire. 

In  May,  1883,  the  Spencer  Arms  Company  was  formed 
to  manufacture  this  gun  in  Windsor  in  the  south  part  of 
the  well  known  Eddy  Shop.  Later  Mr.  Spencer  sold  the 
patent  rights  to  the  gun  and  turned  his  attention  to  the 
improvement  of  screw  machines  and  produced  the  double 
turret  automatic  screw  machine',  later  developed  into  the 
six  spindle  automatic  now  manufactured  by  the  New 
Britain  Machine  Companj^ 

As  far  back  as  1862  he  had  built  and  successfully 
operated  a  steam  wagon  and  used  it  in  going  to  and  from 
work  in  Manchester.  It  frightened  some  of  the  horses 
and  the  ''Town  Fathers"  requested  Mr.  Spencer  to  ''keep 
the  car  off  the  road."  Forty  years  later  he  resumed  in- 
terest in  horseless  carriages  and  the  seven  that  he  built  in 
Windsor  and  two  in  Hartford  attracted  much  attention. 
When  his  son  Roger  ran  one  of  these  steam  buggie's  to 
New  York  in  1901  the  Hartford  Times  commented  favor- 
ably on  the  fact  that  the  car  averaged  13  miles  an  hour 
on  indifferent  roads. 

In  1910  he  moved  to  Hartford  where  he  died  Febru- 
ary 14,  1922. 

1926 
SHAD  FISHING 

From  the  earliest  days  Farmington  River  shad  have 
ranked  high  in  the  list  of  delicacies.  The  season  for 
catching  them  is  short.  In  the  spring  they  run  up  the 
Connecticut  and  the  Farmington  to  deposit  their  eggs  in 
fresh  water.  After  spawning  they  return  to  salt  water. 
A  hundred  years  ago  the  farmers  depended  upon  them 
much  more  than  they  do  now  and  planned  to  catch  enough 
in  the  spring  season  to  salt  down  as  an  important  part  of 
their  winter  food.  Now  they  are  caught  mostly  by  a  few 
groups  of  men  who  sell  them  for  immediate  consumption. 

There  are  two  common  methods  of  capturing  shad. 
One  consists  in  drawing  seines  in  the  deep  pools  that  are 
their  favorite  haunts.     The  other  consists  in  setting  gill 
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nets  extending  across  the  river,  but  not  entirely  across, 
as  that  is  forbidden  by  law.  When  the  fish  come  in  con- 
tact with  these  nets  they  attempt  to  dive  through  head 
first.  As  the  meshes  are  too  small  to  allow  gOfDd  sized 
fish  to  pass  through  they  find  themselves  entangled  and 
attempt  to  extricate  themselves,  but  their  expanded  gills 
prevent  their  escape. 

Like  all  other  fishing  shad  fishing  is  uncertain  busi- 
ness. A  haul  may  be  wasted  labor  and  it  may  produce  a 
hundred  beautiful  fish  and  in  exceptional  cases  an  aston- 
ishing number,. 

1927 
JOHN  FITCH  THE  INVENTOR 

On  January  21,  1743,  there  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Windsor  a  boy  who  became  one  of  the  greatest  inventors 
in  the  world.  He  was  named  John  Fitch.  He  lived  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Connecticut  River  in  the  part  of  Windsor 
which  is  now  the  town  of  South  Windsor.  Here  he  had 
an  opi>ortunity  to  watch  the  sailing  vessels  that  went  up 
and  down  the  Connecticut.  If  the  wind  ceased  to  blow 
the  vessels  could  not  move  but  must  wait  until  the  wind 
came  again.  John  Fitch  began  to  wonder  if  ships  could 
not  be  built  that  would  sail  when  there  was  no  wind. 
Years  later  he  determined  to  try  to  build  one  that  should 
go  by  steam. 

He  received  a  better  education  than  most  boys  of  his 
time.  He  went  to  a  ''dame  school"  when  he  was  about  four 
and  one-half  years  old  and  continued  regularly  until  he 
was  ten  years  of  age.  When  he  was  thirteen  years  old  his 
father  allowed  him  to  attend  schaol  again  for  six  months 
in  order  to  learn  mathematics  and  surveying.  At  the  age 
of  fifteen  he  went  to  work  for  Roswell  Mills,  a  store- 
keeper at  Simsbury,  for  eleven  shillings  a  month.  Later 
he  learned  clock-making,  the  work  of  a  silver  smith,  and 
engineering.  In  1769  he  left  Winda'or  carrying  a  bundle 
of  clothing  and  having  eight  dollars  in  his  pocket.  He 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and  went  to  live  at  War- 
minster, in  Bucks  County,  Pennsylvania.     Here  he  did  his 
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first  work  in  attempting  to  build  a  steamboat.  He  made  a 
model  that  actually  ran  on  a  nearby  pond  in  Davisville, 
Pennsylvania,  in  1785.  The  boat  had  side  wheels  which 
were  driven  by  steam. 

His  first  really  successful  steamboat  was  built  at 
Philadelphia  in  1786  and  tested  on  the  Delaware  River, 
July  27,  1786.  A  model  of  this  boat  is  in  the  Smithsonian 
Institute  at  Washington,  D.  G.  in  the  summer  of  1787, 
Fitch  launched  another  boat  on  the  Delaware  River  at 
Philadelphia. 

This  boat  was  forty-five  feet  long  and  its  greatest 
width  was  twelve  feet.  It  had  six  oars  or  paddles  on 
each  side  and  there  was  a  small  engine  to  drive  the 
machinery  that  worked  these  paddles. 

It  was  the  year  1787  and  the  great  convention  that 
assembled  to  frame  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
was  then  in  session.  Nearly  all  the  members  of  the  con- 
vention came  down  to  the  river's  bank  to  see  the  strange 
boat.  It  moved  successfully  up  and  down  the  river  and 
all  who  saw  it  were  enthusiastic  in  its  praise.  But  it  was 
too  slow  to  suit  its  inventor  and  the  next  year  he  built  a 
larger  boat  sixty  feet  in  length.  This  boat  had  its  paddles 
placed  at  the  stern.  Its  trial  trip  took  place  October, 
1788,  when  it  steamed  from  Philadelphia  to  Burlington, 
a  distance  of  twenty  miles,  going  up  stream  against  the 
current,  carrying  thirty  passengers,  and  making  the  trip 
in  three  hours  and  ten  minutes. 

At  every  town  and  village  along  the  route  people 
greeted  the  boat  with  cheers  and  waved  their  handker- 
chiefs as  it  passed.  It  was  a  great  day  in  the  history  of 
navigation,  for  John  Fitch  had  done  what  no  one  else/had 
ever  done  anywhere  in  the  world.  He  had  invented  a 
successful  steamboat  and  changed  the  w^hole  history  of 
future  navigation. 

Fitch  improved  his  boat,  built  a  larger  engine,  and 
during  the  summer  of  1790  carried  passengers  regularly 
between  Philadelphia  and  Burlington.  No  sailing  boat 
upon  the  river  could  go  as  fast  as  his  new  steamboat!  and 
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after  a  race  in  which  the  steamboat  passed  every  other 
vessel  Fitch  exclaimed  '*We  reign  Lord  High  Admiral  of 
the  Delaware." 

The  next  year  Congress  granted  him.  a  patent  for  his 
new  and  important  invention.  A  few  months  later  he 
went  to  France  intending  to  build  another  boat  to  show 
to  the  people  of  Europe.  A  great  revolution  had  broken 
out  in  France  and  Fitch  could  get  no  money  nor  aid  to 
build  his  boat.  He  left  the  country  and  visited  England, 
but  deposited  the  plans  of  his  boat  with  a  friend,  Aaron 
Vail,  who  was  then  United  States  Consul  at  Lorient  in 
France.  Robert  Fulton  visited  France  and  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  see  and  study  these  plans.  This  doubtless  was 
of  great  aid  to  him  in  building  the  famous  Clermont 
several  years  later. 

From  England  Fitch  returned  to  Windsor  in  1794. 
In  1796  he  lived  in  New  York  City  where  he  built  another 
boat  with  which  he  experimented  on  a  pond  near  the  city. 
From  New  York  he  moved  to  Kentucky  where  he  con- 
tinued to  make  experiments  with  a  small  model  boat  until 
his  death. 

He  died  at  Bardstown,  July  2,  1798,  completely  worn 
out  by  his  efforts  to  convince  an  unbelieving  world  that 
his  steamboat  was  a  practical  invention. 

On  May  25,  1927,  a  national  monument  was  un- 
veiled in  his  honor  at  Bardstown.  Congress  had  appro- 
priated fifteen  thousand  dollars  in  1925  to  pay  for  this 
monument  after  having  declared  by  unanimous  vote  that 
John  Fitch  was  the  real  inventor  of  the  world's  first  suc- 
cessful steamboat. 

He  died  poor  but  he  gave  the  world  an  invention 
which  has  added  vastlyi  to  the  wealth  of  others.  A  short 
time  before  his  death  he  wrote  to  a  friend,  'This  will  be 
the  mode  of  crossing  the  Atlantic  in  time  whether  I  shall 
bring  it  to  perfection  or  not;  steamboats  will  be  preferred 
to  all  other  conveyances  and  they  will  be  particularly  use- 
ful in  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  the  Mississippi.   The 


ANCIENT   WINDSOR  91 

day  will  come  when  some  more  potent  man  will  get  fame 
and  riches  from  my  invention." 

Connecticut  numbers  John  Fitch  among  the-  sons 
whom  she  loves  to  honor.  In  the  capitol  building  at 
Hartford  the  state  has  erected  a  bronze  tablet  to  his 
memory  and  in  South  Windsor  the  Admiral  Bunce  section 
of  the  Navy  League  of  the  United  States  has  placed  a 
marker  to -tell  the  world  where  he  was  born. 

1928 

WINDSOR'S  CHURCHES 

THE  FIRST  CHURCH   OF  WINDSOR 

The  First  Church  of  Windsor  has  the  distinction  of 
being  the  oldest  Congregational  Church  in  America.  It 
was  organized  in  Plymouth,  England,  on  March  20,  1630, 
just  before  its  members  sailed  for  Massachusetts  on  the 
good  ship  Mary  and  John.  In  the  years  1635  and  1636  a 
majority  of  the  members  came  with  their  pastor,  John 
Warham,  and  settled  near  the  present  Palisado  Green  in 
Windsor.  Thus  the  Church  is  older  than  the  town  and  it 
•celebrated  its  Tercentenary  Anniversary  in  1930. 

The  first  meeting  house  was  built  in  1639.  Its  site  is 
marked  by  an  appropriate  monument  erected  in  1930  by 
the  Connecticut  Branch  of  the  Sons  and  Daughters  of  the' 
Pilgrims.  A  second  house  of  worship  was  built  on  the 
same  site  in  1685.  The  third  built  in  1757  stood  on  the 
triangular  green  west  of  the  present  Congregational  Par- 
ish House  at  the  head  of  Broad  Steet. 

While  the  third  building  was  in  use  there  was  a  divi- 
sion of  the  church  society  caused  in  part  at  least  by  the 
removal  of  the  meeting  house  from  the  north  side  of  the 
Farmington  River.  Those  who  preferred  to  attend  Church 
on  the  north  side  built  their  own  meeting  house  on  the 
west  side  of  the  road  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  north 
of  the  old  meeting  house.  This  house  is  now  used  as  a 
dwelling  and  v/as  for  many  years  until  recently  the  home 
of  Mr.  Fred  A.  West. 

In  1794  the  two  wings  of  the  Church  united  and  built 
the  present  meeting  house  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Farm- 
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ington  River.     This  house  was  reconstructed  in  1844  prac- 
tically as  it  stands  today. 

The  present  minister,  the  Rev.  Theodore  E.  Frank, 
^came  to  the  Church  in  1932  succeeding  the  Rev.  Roscoe 
Nelson,  who  retired  after  a  service  of  forty  years. 

THE  POQUONOCK  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH 
On  October  1,  1724,  Poquonock  was  incorporated  as 
a  separate  parish.  In  1727  the  new  society  erected  their 
meeting  house  on  the  west  side  of  the  road  near  the 
home  recently  occupied  by  Mr.  Wells  F.  Holcomb.  In 
1783  this  Clilirch  had  trouble  with  its  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Dan  Foster,  and  he  was  dismissed  on  October  23  of  that 
year.  The  Church  never  secured  another  minister  though 
it  continued  to  hold  services,  which  were  conducted  for 
the  most  part  by  miinisters  from  other  Churches.  A  sec- 
ond meeting  house  was  built  between  1797  and  1801  on 
the  west  side  of  the  road  opposite  the  Elm  Grove  ceme- 
tery. 

On  June  2,  1841,  the  Congregationalists  organized 
another  Society  at  Poquonock.  In  1854  the  present 
church  edifice  was  built.  The  Rev.  Victor  L.  Greenwood 
is  the  pastor. 

THE  BAPTISTS  IN  WINDSOR 
About  1750  many  who  were  dissatisfied  with  the 
:^orced  system  of  taxation  then  in  operation  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  established  or  Congregational  Church  revolted 
and  joined  or  created  other  church  organizations.  Some 
of  these  became  Baptists.  They  built  a  meeting  house  on 
Poquonock  Avenue  near  the  point  where  the  Avenue  is 
joined  by  the  Pigeon  Hill  Road.  Several  clergymen  served 
the  Church,  the  last  of  whom  was  the  Rev.  Frederic 
Chapman.  To  escape  the  taxation  imposed  upon  them 
by  the  established  Church,  dissenters  were  obliged  to  file 
a  certificate  like  the  following: 

Windsor  Dec.  5th  1817 
I  now  certify  according  as  the  Law  requireth  that  I 
belong  to  the  Baptist  Society  in  Windsor. 

Hezh  H.  Palmer 
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A  Baptist  society  organized  at  Rainbow  held  its  first 
meeting  February  14,  1879,  in  its  newly  erected  chapel 
and  continued  its  organization  and  work  for  twenty  years. 
Their  chapel  was  sold  August  27,  1900,  to  the  Commun- 
ity Church  at  Wilson  and  removed  to  that  place. 

TRINITY  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 
About  1790  the  Rev.  George  Roberts  began  preach- 
ing to  a  group  of  Methodists  at  Windsor.    From  that  date 
until  1818  those  who  wished  to  join  this  group  had  to  sign 
a  certificate  like  the  following: 

Windsor  Dec^r  4th  1817 
I  would  certify  according  as  the  Law  directs  that  I 
belong  to  the  Methodist  Society  in  Windsor. 

Dyer  Harris 

In  1822  a  Church  was  built  on  the  east  side  of  Bi'oad 
Street  Green  north  of  Central  Street.  Twice  re- 
modeled this  building  served  the  society  until  1907,  when 
it  was  sold  to  William  H.  H.  Mason  and  a  new  building 
erected  at  the  junction  of  Poquonock  and  Bloomfield  ave- 
nues. The  society  organization  dating  from  1823  cele- 
brated its  Centennial  in  1923.  The  pastor  is  the  Rev. 
Donald  H.  Dorchester. 

THE  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 
This  Church  was  organized  at  Windsor  Center 
December  14,  1842,  and  known  as  St.  Gabriel's  Church. 
Its  first  church  edifice  was  begun  in  1843  and  finished  in 
1845.  It  stood  on  lower  Broad  Street.  In  1864  a  new 
building  was  begun  at  the  southeast  corner  of  Windsor 
Green.  The  next  year  the  building  was  consecrated  and 
the  following  year  the  Broad  Street  building  was  sold  to 
the  Roman  Catholics.  The  Episcopal  Church  has  since 
been  known  as  Grace  Church.  The  Rev.  Frederic  W.  Har- 
riman,  who  came  to  the  Church  in  1886,  had  the  distinc- 
tion of  serving  as  rector  for  more  than  thirty-four  years, 
retiring  in  1920.  The  present  pastor  is  the  Rev.  Howard 
F.  Dunn. 
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ST.  JOSEPH'S  CHURCH 

The  work  of  the  Catholics  at  Poquonock  was  begun 
in  1848.  At  first  services  were  held  in  private-  homes  and 
later  in  the  Hol}^  Name  Hall.  For  many  years  the-  Po- 
quonock society  was  a  mission  of  St.  Mary's  Church  at 
Windsor  Locks.  The  present  church  edifice  was  built  in 
1887  and  in  1892  St.  Joseph's  was  made  a  separate  parish. 
St.  Gabriel's  Church  as  Windsor  Center,  until  then  a  mis- 
sion of  the  Church  at  Windsor  Locks,  became  a  mission  of 
St.  Joseph's  Church  when  the  latter  became  a  separate 
parish.     This  relationship  continued  until  1921. 

The  pastor  of  St.  Joseph's  is  the  Rev.  Patrick  L. 
Dolan. 

ST.  GABRIEL^S  CHURCH 
St.  Gabriel's  Roman  Catholic  Church  dates  its  organ- 
ization as  a  mission  of  St.  Mary's  Church  in  Windsor 
Locks  from  1866  when  the  Episcopalians  sold  their 'Church 
edifice  on  Braad  Street  to  the  Rev.  James  Smyth,  then 
pastor  at  Windsor  Locks.  It  remained  a  mission  of  St. 
Mary's  until  1892  w^hen  it  became  a  mission  of  St.  Joseph's 
Church  at  Poquonock.  The  present  beautiful  Church  on 
lower  Broad  Street  was  erected  in  1915.  Since  1921  St. 
Gabriel's  has  been  an  independent  parish  with  the  Rev. 
John  F.  Quinn  as  pastor. 

ST.  GERTRUDE'S  CHURCH 
St.  Gertrude's  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  the  village 
of  Wilson  was  organized  in  August,  1928.     The  society 
has  erected  a  new  Church  on  the  west  side  of  Windsor 
Avenue.     The  Rev.  Raymond  G.  LaFontaine  is  pastor. 

THE  UNIVERSALISTS 

About  the  time  of  the  dismissal  of  the  Rev.  Dan 
Foster  ftom  the  Congregational  Church  at  Elm  Grove 
many  of  his  congregation  became  sympathetic  toward  the 
doctrines  of  the  Universalists  and  some  years  later  a 
majority  became  Universalists  and  continued  to  occupy 
the  second  meeting  house  built  between  1797  and  1801. 
They  repaired  the  meeting  house  in  1837  but  later  when 
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further  repairs  were  needed  it  was  decided  to  sell 
the-  building.  It  was  torn  down  and  the  lumber  used  to 
build  other  buildings,  one  of  which  stood  until  a  few  years 
ago  on  the  Marshall  farm  a  short  distance  from  the  origi- 
nal site  of  the  meeting  house.  The  society  continued  to 
hold  meetings  until  about  twenty  years  ago.  When  the 
society  was  given  up  its  funds  were  donated  for  the 
building  of  a  mortuary  chapel  at  Eim  Grove. 

WILSON  COMMUNITY  CHURCH 

The  Church  of  Christ  (undenominational)  located  in 
the  village  of  Wilson,  having  its  church  edifice  on  the  west 
side  of  Windsor  Avenue,  was  organized  April  27,  1902, 
being  the  outgrowth  of  services  held  continuously  since 
1856  in  the  local  school  house.  Their  present  church 
building  formerly  stood  in  Rainbow  where  it  was  erected 
by  the  Baptist's  society,  who  began  using  it  in  1879.  It 
was  purchased  from  the  Baptists,  removed  to  Wilson  and 
rebuilt  in  1900.  The  present  pastor  is  the  Rev.  Frederic 
H.  Thompson. 

BETHANY  PENTECOSTAL  CHURCH 

The  Bethany  Pentecostal  Assembly  of  Number  12 
Windsor  Avenue,  Wilson,  was  built  in  1920.  This  Church 
stands  on  the  east  side  of  the  Avenue  but  a  few  feet  from 
the  Hartford  line. 

HAYDEN  STATION  SOCIAL  CLUB 
This  club,  the  center  of  the  social  life  of  Hayden 
Station,  is  one  of  the  most  active  in  the  town.  Organized 
on  October  26,  1887,  it  flourished  from  the  beginning  and 
soon  erected  an  attractive  and  commodious  club  house  on 
land  donated  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Osborne.  By  1893 
this  building  was  paid  for  and  the  club  was  free  from  debt. 
It  has  since  maintained  an  average  membership  of  about 
sixty.  The  first  president  was  Mrs.  Emma  Easton.  The 
present  president  is  Donald  Fisher.  The  secretary  is  Mrs. 
Hattie  F.  Granger.  Co-operation  in  every  enterprise  and 
gratitude  to  those  who  have  preceded  them  explain  the 
remarkable  success  of  this  social  venture. 
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1932 
BRICKMAKING  IN  WINDSOR 

Brickmaking  has  been  an  important  Windsor  indus- 
try since-  early  colonial  days.  In  the  olden  time  many  of 
the  most  prosperous  farmers  used  to  make  brick  during 
the  intervals  of  the  year  when  there  was  no  farm  work  to 
be  done.  Records  indicate  that  as  many  as  forty  brick 
yards  operated  as  late  as  1846.  More  recently  the  work 
has  been  carried  on  in  a  few  large  yards  by  more  modern 
methods,  which  undoubtedly  have  produced  more  brick 
each  year  than  all  the  old  yards  put  together. 

Among  the  prominent  brickmakers  of  early  days 
were  Edward  and  Martin  Barber,  whose  kiln  was  in  the 
rear  of  the  present  residence  of  Alvin  L.  Hubbard.  Sail- 
ing vessels  came*  up  the  river  to  take  cargoes  of  brick 
from  the  ox-carts  that  delivered  them  at  the  Mud  Mill 
landing.  A  train  of  seventeen  or  eighteen  ox-carts  could 
be  seen  at  some  periods  of  the  year  starting  out  at  sun- 
rise to  deliver  brick  to  the  merchants  in  Hartford,  where 
they  bartered  their  loads  for  groceries,  cloth,  and  other 
merchandise.  The  merchants  had  stock-yards  in  which 
the  bricks  were  stored.  The  house  now  known  as  the 
Henry  Hubbard  house  on  the  west  side  of  Windsor  Avenue 
at  Station  11,  built  in  1670  from  bricks  made  in  this  neigh- 
borhood, is  the  oldest  brick  house  in  Windsor. 

About  1812  Henry  Wilson  began  making  brick  in 
that  part  of  the  town  now  known  as  Wilson.  He  carried 
on  business  under  his  ow^n  name  until  1847  when  he  took 
his  son  Henry,  Junior,  into  partnership  and  continued 
under  the  name  of  Henry  Wilson  &  Son.  After  Mr. 
Wilson's  death  the  business  was  carried  on  by  Allyn  M. 
Wilson  until  1878  when  his  nephew,  Samuel  Wilson,  or- 
ganized the  Wilson  Brick  Company.  He  retired  from 
business  in  1906.  Fred  H.  Young  became  the  next  man- 
ager of  the  company  and  carried  on  the  work  until  his 
death  in  April,  1930. 

Another  important  brickyard  was  run  by  Nathan  and 
Daniel  Loomis  just  north  of  the  present  home  of  George 
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R.  Ford.  Here  William  Mack  learned  brickmaking  be- 
tween 1827  and  1830  and  in  1832  he  started  business  on 
his  own  account  on  Pleasant  Street.  Bricks  from  his 
yards  and  others  in  the  same  neighborhood  were  taken  to 
the  Farmington  River  bank  by  ox-carts  and  there  loaded 
on  board  boats  which  came  to  wharves  a  short  distance 
southwest  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

In  1846  Mr.  Mack  abandoned  his  Pleasant  Street  yard 
and  started  business  on  Mack  Street,  though  brickmaking 
continued  on  Pleasant  Street  until  about  1898  under  the 
management  of  Wallace  G.  Wrisley.  Brickmaking  was 
continued  on  Mack  Street  by  Mr.  Mack's  sons. 

In  1911  Edward  W.  Mack,  his  grandson,  started  a 
new  yard  on  a  large  scale  on  Bloomfield  Avenue  where 
the  business  is  now  carried  on  under  the  name  of  Edward 
W.  Mack  &  Son. 

Two  processes  have  been  employed  by  the  Windsor 
brickmakers,  known  as  the  ''water  process"  and  the  ''sand 
process."  By  the  water  process  the  bricks  are  prepared 
and  made  as  follows:  Two  loads  of  sand  and  four  loads 
of  clay  and  sufficient  water  to  wet  them  properly  are  put 
into  a  shallow  pit  and  thoroughly  mixed  by  means  of  a 
cragg,  which  is  a  heavy  wooden  beam  in  which  are  set 
many  wooden  spikes.  One  end  of  the  cragg  is  attached 
to  a  strong  upright  post  set  in  the  ce'nter  of  the  pit. 
Horses  are  hitched  to  the  outer  end  of  the  cragg  and 
driven  around  the  pit  dragging  the  cragg  through  the 
sand,  clay  and  water  for  three  or  four  hours  until  the 
contents  of  the  pit  are  ready  for  molding  into  bricks.  The 
mixture  is  then  put  into  molds  by  hand.  Next  the  molds 
are  inverted  on  smooth  level  ground  and  the  bricks  are 
allowed  to  slip  out.  In  order  that  the  bricks  may  not  stick 
to  the  wooden  molds  these  are  dipped  in  water  before 
being  filled  with  clay.  This  gives  them  the  name  of 
*'water  struck  bricks."  The  new  or  sand  process,  which 
was  used  at  the  Wilson  Brick  Company's  yards,  is  now 
used  by  most  brickmakers.  In  both  processes  the  bricks 
are  built  into  kilns  in  the  form  of  arches  under  which 


9S  ANCIENT    WINDSOR 

wood  fires  are  kept  burning  from  five  to  seven  days  until 
the  bricks  are  thoroughly  baked. 

The  Mack  Company,  the  only  one  novv^  operating  in 
Windsor,  has  almost  a  monopoly  of  water  struck  bricks 
which  are  in  demand  for  buildings  of  the  finest  type  such 
as  some  of  those  recently  erected  at  Yale  University,  New 
Haven,  and  Columbia  University,  New  York  City. 

1933 
DANIEL  MARSHALL  AND  THE  BAPTISTS 

Daniel  Marshall  was  born  at  Elm  Grove  in  Windsor 
in  1706.  He  was  educated  for  the  service  of  the  church 
and  became  active  in  the  office  of  deacon  of  the  orthodox 
church  which  his  family  attended.  Having  espoused  the 
doctrines  of  the  Baptists  he  incurred  the  displeasure  of 
his  former  friends  and  associates  in  religious  work  and 
after  hearing  the  preaching  of  George  Whitfield  he  de- 
cided to  join  the  missionary  movement  that  was  spreading 
with  great  enthusiasm  over  much  of  New  England  and  the 
colonies  farther  west.  The  Indians  were  included  in  the 
plans  of  these  missionaries  and  Mr.  Marshall  became  a 
leader  am.ong  those  who  rushed  to  the  Susquehanna  region 
to  convert  the  Mohawks.  Their  early  work  gave  promise 
of  much  success  until  war  among  the  Indians  forced  the 
removal  of  the  missionaries  to  Conegocheague,  Pennsyl- 
vania. From  Pennsylvania  Mr.  Marshall  went  first  to 
Winchester,  Virginia,  then  to  Hughwarry,  North  Carolina. 
Later  he  was  in  charge  of  the  work  of  his  church  at 
Beaver  Creek,  South  Carolina.  He  next  removed  to  Horse 
Creek,  near  Augusta,  Georgia.  From  here  he  started  out 
to  visit  pioneer  settlements  in  the  interest  of  his  work. 
The  General  Assembly  of  Georgia  had  made  the  Church 
of  England  the  legal  Church  establishment  of  the  prov- 
ince and  when  Mr.  Marshall  attempted  to  preach  to  a 
congregation  assembled  in  a  beautiful  grove  he  was  ar- 
rested for  preaching  contrary  to  the  "rites  and  ceremonies 
of  the  Church  of  England." 

He  stood  trial,  was  condemned,  and  forbidden  to 
preach  again  in  Georgia.     In  spite  of  this  opposition  he 
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continued  his  work  and  in  1771  founded  the  Kiokee  Bap- 
tist Church  at  Appling,  Columbia  County,  thus  establishing 
the  first  Baptist  Church  in  Georgia. 

The  work  of  this  man  though  little  known  to  the 
present  generation  in  his  home  town  is  better  understood 
in  the  Southland,  where  millions  have  heard  the  story  of 
the  Rev.  Daniel  Marshall,  founder  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Church. 

WINDSOR  PIONEER  OF  THE  TOBACCO  INDUSTRY 

The  first  historical  record  we  have  of  tobacco  being 
grown  in  Connecticut  was  in  1640  when  seed  was  brought 
from  Virginia  and  grown  in  Windsor,  only  seven  years 
after  the  town  was  settled.  In  order  to  protect  the  new 
home  industry  this  law  was  passed  the  following  year: 

*'It  is  ordered  that  what  person  or  persons  within 
this  jurisdiction  shall  after  September  1641,  drinke  any 
other  tobacco  but  such  as  shal  be  planted  within  their 
libertye,  shall  forfeit  for  every  pound  so  spent,  five  shill- 
ings, except  they  have  license  from  this  Corte." 

From  1640  to  the  present  date  there  has  probably 
never  been  a  year  when  tobacco  was  not  one  of  the 
important  agricultural  products  of  Windsor  and  it  has 
been  the  most  important  agricultural  product  of  the  town 
for  many  years. 

Windsor  has  also  always  been  the  pioneer  in  scientific 
research  in  the  growing  of  tobacco.  During  the  last 
decade  of  the  last  ce-ntury  the  Connecticut  Tobacco  Ex- 
periment Company  was  organized  by  Windsor  men  in 
Poquonock  in  order  to  carry  on  fertilizer  experiments. 
The  results  of  this  set  of  experiments  were  published  an- 
nually and  they  have  stood  the  test  of  time. 

This  was  followed  by  experiments  in  the  curing  of 
tobacco  which  also  changed  materially  our  conception  of 
that  process. 

Another  chapter  of  this  pioneering  progressive  spirit 
was  the  establishment  here  in  1921  of  the  Tobacco  Ex- 
periment Station,  supported  at  first  only  by  the  growers' 
but  later  taken  over  and  enlarged  by  the  State.     It  is  the 
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only  Tobacco  Experiment  Station  in  New  England  and 
one  of  four  or  five  of  its  kind  in  America. 

Windsor  was  likewise  the  pioneer  in  the  Shade 
tobacco  industry.  The  first  shade  tent  constructed  in 
New  England  was  in  Poquonock  where  they  grew  a  half 
acre  of  tobacco  under  cloth  in  1900.  People  laughed  at 
the  foolishness  of  the  experiment  station  professors  who 
were  trying  to  grow  tobacco  in  a  tent.  But  the  experiment 
was  successful  and  within  a  few  years  it  spread  all  up 
and  down  the  Connecticut  Valley  until  it  reached  over 
9,000  acres.  And  Windsor  is  still  the  center  of  the  shade 
industry.  The  town  grows  more  acres  of  tobacco  under 
cloth  than  any  other  town  not  only  in  Connecticut  and 
New  England  but  in  the  whole  world. 

Dr.  Paul  J.  Anderson,  Pathologist-in-Charge,  is 
director  of  the  Tobacco  Sub-Station. 

SCHOOLS  OF  TODAY 

PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 
Among  the  educational  systems  of  Hartford  County, 
few^  if  any  enjoy  a  better  reputation  than  that  of  Windsor. 
Very  few  of  the  children  attending  the  lower  grades  have 
to  be  transported,  owing  to  the  policy  of  maintaining 
primary  schools  within  comfortable  walking  distance  for 
even  young  children.    Pupils  who  have  passed  through  the 
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lower  grades  are  transported  from  the  smaller  schools  to 
the  larger  central  schools  and  the  high  school. 

The  conspicuous  feature  of  these  schools  is  the 
thoroughness  of  their  instruction,  their  high  grade  of 
scholastic  attainment,  and  the  special  provisions  made 
for  attention  to  the  peculiar  needs  of  the  individual  child. 

The  system  culminates  in  the  John  Fitch  High  School, 
a  school  of  high  rank  and  outstanding  achievement  in 
preparation  for  college,  business,  social  life,  and  home 
making.  Besides  the  usual  college  preparatory,  scientific 
and  academic  courses  there  are  strong  departments  for 
commercial  education,  manual  training,  home  economics, 
physical  education  and  music.  The  special  popular  extra 
curricular  activities  include  newspaper  work,  a  literary 
magazine  and  dramatics. 

The  present  enrollment  is  about  1800  in  the  elemen- 
tary schools  and  about  500  in  the  high  school.  Seventy- 
three  teachers  are  employed. 

William  Hoyt  is  Principal  of  the  High  School.  Daniel 
Howard  has  been  Superintendent  of  Schools  since  1910. 
The  Board  of  Education  are  Ulric  B.  Mather,  Chairman; 
Mrs.  E.  Belle  Wilson,  Secretary,  and  Henry  A.  Grimm. 

THE  LOOMIS  SCHOOL 

The  Loomis  School  for  Boys,  located  on  the  Island, 
and  occupying  the  original  homestead  of  Joseph  Loomis 
and  about  two  hundred  acres  adjacent  to  it,  is  operated 
under  the  charter  of  the  Loomis  Institute,  granted  in  1874. 
The  school  was  made  possible  by  the  generous  benefac- 
tions of  five  members  of  the  Loomis  family,  who  found 
themselves  in  1872  without  heirs,  and  wished  to  establish 
a  family  memorial. 

The  school  opened  in  1914,  but  already  has  a  splen- 
did tradition  for  scholarship  and  democratic  living.  All 
the  students  r,hare  in  the  useful  labor  of  the  place.  The 
present  enrollment  is  300,  with  a  faculty  of  28. 

Mr.  N.  H.  Batcheldor,  the  headmaster,  is  a  graduate 
of  Harvard,  class  of  1901,  and  taught  at  Hackley  and 
later  at  Hotchkiss  before  coming  to  Loomis. 
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THE  CHAFFEE  SCHOOL 
The  Chaffee  School  for  girls  is,  like  the  Loomis  School 
for  boys,  a  department  of  the  Loomis  Institute,  governed 
by  the  same  charter,  and  the  same  board  of  Trustees. 
Mr.  Batchelder  is  also  the  headmaster  for  this  school  with 
Mrs.  Jeanette  T.  Cloud  as  resident  director.  Its  quarters 
are  on  Palisado  Avenue  in  the  historic  Chaffee  and  Sill 
houses.  It  takes  its  name  from  Abigail  Sherv^ood  Chaffee, 
mother  of  the  founders. 

THE  WINDSOR  OF  TODAY 
Modern  Windsor  has  an  area  of  30  square  miles  and 
was  incorporated  July,  1930,  as  part  of  the  Hartford 
Metropolitan  District.  Its  population  (census  of  1930)  is 
8,294.  The  grand  list  for  1932  is  $14,809,286.  The  rate 
of  taxation  is  19 1/2  mills.  It  has  1,982  dwelling  houses, 
eighteen  public  school  buildings,  two  private  preparatory 
schools,  a  public  library  with  three  branches,  and  nine 
churches.  It  maintains  three  fire  departments.  The  town 
has  one  public  park.  It  has  one  newspaper,  the  Windsor 
Herald,  established  ten  years  ago. 

The  town  management  is  in  the  hands  of  three 
selectmen,  Stanton  F.  Brown,  Eleazer  Pomeroy  and 
Charles  B.  Searle.  Leslie  H.  Hayes  is  Town  Clerk ;  Lester 
F.  Turney,  Town  Treasurer;  Vine  R.  Parmelee,  Judge  of 
the  Town  Court;  George  H.  Maude,  Judge  of  Probate; 
John  B.  Stewart,  Leland  P.  Wilson,  Edward  J.  Kernan, 
Charles  A.  Huntington,  Jr.,  Louis  L.  Rand,  and  James  J. 
Dillon,  Board  of  Finance;  Claude  A.  Magill,  Superinten- 
dent of  Highways.  The  Representatives  are  Charles  A. 
Huntington,  Jr.,  and  John  Christensen. 

On  September  23,  24,  25  and  26,  the  Ancient  Town 
celebrated  the  Three  Hundredth  Anniversary  of  its  birth. 
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Ellington  1767  Palisades,    The 1654 

Ellsworth,  Oliver 1807  Patent    of    Windsor 1685 

Fence  for  Burying  Ground 1656  Pequot  War 1637 

Eerry 1733  Pioneer  Electrical  Transmission. .  1893 

Fitch,  John,  the  Inventor 1927  Plymouth  Settlement  Sold.......  1637 

Fitch,  John,  the  Soldier 1675  Poquonock  Cemetery 1711 

Plood,  the  Great 1638  Poquonock    Settled 1649 

Food  for  Soldiers 1775  Post   Office,   First 1802 
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Revolution  of   1818 1787 

Rosseter,  Dr.  Bray 1639 

Rowland,    David 1775 

Salary  of  Minister 1706 

School  House,  First 1667 

School    House 1TD7 

Schoolmistress,   First 1717 

Schools  of  Today 1933 

Shad   Pishing 1926 

Sill,  Edward  Rowland 1841 

Social   Club,    Hayden    Station 1928 

South  Windsor 1767 

Spencer,  Christopher  Miner 1922 

Stiles,    Francis 1635 

Stocks 1659 

Swearing 1655,  1767 

Swine  at  Large 1727 

Tax  Payers,  Classified 1675 


Theft    1777 

Timber,    Use    of 1728 

Tobacco    Industry 1933 

I'O'bacco  Law 1647 

Town    Meeting    Privileges 1728 

Towns,  The  Daughter 1858 

Transients  Warned 1769 

Unmarried    Men 1637 

Wahginnacut    1633 

War  of  the  Revolution 1775 

Watch  and  Ward 1663 

William  Holmes 1633 

Windsor  of  Today 1933 

Windsor    in   War   Time 1918 

Winter,    Severe 1697 

Wolcott,  Henry 1636 

Woicott,  Roger 1679 

Year,  The  Cold 1697 
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